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CosceM HepasHO Bepa u npeacrasuts cebe
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Ha noucku BonwebHoro nocoxa. Ho B KOHUE NyTH
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CKPbIBAIOTCA W APYrve yAUBUTENbHbIE TalHbl.
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Moemy noporomy nane

C OrpoOMHOV 61arogapHOCTbIO
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ApemMyynin Ta€xXHblii Nec TOHyN B BEYEPHUX Cy-
Mepkax. TyCKNbliAi CBET NyHbl BbIXBaTbiBaN U3 TEM-
HOTbl CUNY3Tbl KOCMaTbix enei. OavH 3a Apyrum
BbIXOAWIM HA OXOTY HOYHble XWULWHUKW. Bpaneke
yxana cosa. Cpeau nepeBbeB YBEPEHHbIM Lu-
POKMM LIAroM, ONUPascCb Ha TONCTbIA WU30rHy-
Tbih NOCOX, WNA BbICOKAsE CTaTHas XeHWMuHa.
OHa cnewwna. Tyroii nNy4oK pycbix BONOC pacTpe-
nancs Ha Betpy. [nMHHOe 3enéHoe nnatbe nyTa-
NOCb NOA, HOramu, Lennanochb 3a HWU3KWIA KycTap-
HUWK, 3a4€eBano TopyalimMe KOpHW, Te B3aparusanu
M npaTanuck’ nog 3emnio. Hu 3Bepb, HUM nNTUua
He BCTPETUIUCL Ha €€ NyTwu.

Bckope xeHwwuHa aobpanacb 0 AOMa B CamMoW
Yawle neca. PelumtensHO pacnaxHys ABepb, BOWNA
BHYTPb. BCcTana HanpoTvB CTapuHHOro 3epkana,
BUCEBLUEr0 Ha OfIHOM W3 CTeH, XNOnNHyna B na-
nown. Ha noBepxHOCTU CTeKNa, Kak Ha KapTuHe,
BO3HMKNA Apyras komHata: Hebonbluas, yloTHas,
3acTaBfieHHas CTapoi, mMectamu notépTon mebe-
Nbl0, CyBEHMpaMu U urpywikamu. Tam Ha KoBpe




nepen TeNeBM30POM MAEYOM K Nneyvy cuaenu
ABe XyAeHbKue CBETNOBONOCHLIe AEeBOYKU. HekoTo-
poe BpeMs XeHLuHa NpUCcTanbHO paccMartpusana
petei. Mop eé B3rNsaoM ogHa U3 aesoyek obep-
Hynacb. 3epkano B3APOrHyno, HO MoKasano ToMb-
KO oTpaxeHue pebéHka.






OHeu, Maa — cu4acTAMBOe Bpems Ana
(( LWKONBHUKOB: y4yebHbI rof, 3akaH4nBaeTcs,
noroaa CToMT TENNas W CONHeYyHasn, a Bne-

peau uenoe nNeTo U CToNbKO cBoboAabl, Yyaec,
NPUKNIOYEHUI, 4TO U NPEACTaBUTb CTPALUHO!

OTO B3pPOCNAbIM KAXETCs, 4TO AHW, Heaenu
M Mecsiubl NPONETAa0T He3aMeTHO, NeTO YXOAWT,
He yCneB HaCTynuTb, OTOrpeTb, NopagoBaTtb. Kak
Xe oHu owwubaiorcs! Jleto 6€CKOHEYHO, Kak COH,
KaKk Mope, kak He60 Hap, ronosoi. 3a NeTo MOXHO
nOCeTUTb ThICAYM MUPOB, CKA30K U daHTasun,
MOXHO BCE-BCE ycneTtb».

Tak pymana Bepa, BO3Bpawascb W3 LWKONbI
B nocnepgHuii aeHb mas. OHa eweé He 3Hana,
Kakum OyneTt neTto, YTO XAET e€ Ha KaHWuKynax.
Bepa pa3maxusana CyMKOin CO CMEHKOW U Ay-
Mana, 4em Xe 3aHATbCA B MNEepBYyIO o4epeab: OT-
nNpaBuUTLCA B KOCMOC BMECTE C repovHei HOBOro
MynsTunbMa Mnu B Apyroe u3mepeHue C repo-
eM KOMuKca? A MOXHO B3ATb BEIMK U NoexaTb
C MaMoOWu KaTtaTbCa B Napk, noka cectpa B AeT-
CKOM Cafly U HUKTO He NpUCTaéTr ¢ npocbbamwu
1 Kanpusamu.

3n0poBO, kKoraa y 1ebs ectb cecTpa: MOXHO
BMECTe urpatb, ¢aHTa3anmpoBatb, CMOTPETb Myfb-
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TMKKU. N BCE Xe uHorga xovetcs nobbiTb €AuH-
CTBEHHbIM pPEeBGEHKOM B CEMbe: He AeNuTbLCH
Urpywkamm n koHperamum, He cuaeTb C CecTpown,
noka mama xoauTt no mara3vHam M napukma-
XEePCKUM, He ycTynaTb B cnopax, NOTOMY 4TO
Tbl CTapwe, U rynaTb C MaMOW TONbKO BABOEM.
Xanb, 310 nonyyaetrca He yacTto. Ho cerogHa Bcé
CNnoXunocb, kak 3agymana Bepa, mama cornacwm-
nacb nokaraTbCsl.

BbicTpo nepeogesBwucb U noobenas, Bepa
M Mama BblkaTunu BO ABOP Benocuneabl n oT-
npasunucb B napk. OHWM exanu no y3Koi A0POX-
Ke, CMOTpenn No CTOPOHaM, pagoBanuCb Tenny
n 6ontanu.

— Kakue nnaHbl Ha neto? — cnpocuna mama.

Bepa pacckazana npo coceaHue nnaHeTbl
U Apyrve usmMepeHus.

Mama He ouenuna. OHa cTana roBOpuTb, YTO
Bepa CnvMwWKOM MHOro BpeMeHw nNpoBOAUT B rag-
xetax. Mano rynser, a Xopowum KHuram npeano-
YnTaeT KOMMKCHI.

— Kak Hacuyét peanbHoCTU?

— CKy4HO, — npuBbIYHO OTO3Banacb Bepa, —
nokartaemcs, u xsatut. MHe eweé cocepHue u3-
mepeHuss obcnenoBatb. A B peanbHOCTU HUYEro




He npoucxoguT. He ObiBaeT y Hac NPUKAIOYEHUNA,
passe 4TO Ha MOpe Cbe3auM.

HekoTopoe BpemMs mMama exana Mon4a, 4To-To
o6aymbiBana. HakoHeu, OHa nNpuHAna pelueHve
M ckasana:

— HeTt, aTUM NeTOM HUKaKux APYrux uname-
PEHUI N COCeAHUX ranakTUK, HUKAKUX KOCMU4e-
CKUX 3axXBaT4YUKOB, WHOMMAHETHbIX KON Marumu
1 npoyero. Tonbko peanbHas Xu3Hb. 3Haellb, Y4TO
5 npuaymana? Mbel nonetum 8 Cubupsb, K geayw-
Ke. 1 nokaxy BamM C CEeCTpoi Taury, oOM B necy,
03epo, rae Baw Aeaywka y4wn MeHs nnasatb,
6aHi0, BeHNku Gepés3oBble, — OHa ynbibHynaco,
BCMOMUHAnA CBOE OEeTCTBO. — $ BaM BCE-BCE NO-
kaxy. 9to 6yper 4yynecHoe nyTewecTeue, BOT
yBuauwb!

Bepa B3p0xHyna.

He Tak oHa npepcraBnsna CBOU KAHUKY-
nel. He oco60-T0 eé uHTepecosanu Tavira u 6e-
pE30Bble BEHWKU, A2 U 03ep0 — Ta ewe pa-
[OCTb, OHA Xe NnaBaTb HE YMEET U MYTHOI BOAbI
6outca. XopoweHbkoe 310 Oyaet neto. Huuyero
He CKaxellb.

KoHeyHo, B Cubupb cembs cobpanacb Aaneko
He cpasy. Mpowno Gonblwe TPEx Heaenb, nNpexae
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yemM Mama, Bepa v eé mnapwas cectpa Bapén-
Ka NOAHANUCL Ha 60pT 6ONLWOro APKO-3eNEHOro
camonéra u oTnpaBuAUCL B NETHee nyTewecTsume.

B nonéte Bepa B OCHOBHOM Mon4ana — pe-
wwuna nokasarb, Kak e He HPaBUTCA Maen neteTb
B Cubupb n xutb B necy. JlagHo 6bl ewe B ro-
poae, roe ectb Tenesu3op, pabortaloT TenedoH
M WHTEPHET U NOYTM HEeT Hacekombix. Ho B necy!
Het yx, yBonbre. Jlec He Ansa Heé.

A BapéHka, Hao60opoT, pagoBanacb noesgke.
Ona 6ontana 6e3 ymonky, 3agasana BOMPOCHI,
KpyTunacb u nopckakusana. Ei tonbko 4to uc-
NONHWNOCH YeTbipe roga, U BeCb MUP Npeacras-
NANCA OrPOMHOW CKa304YHOM KHUIOW C SIPKUMU
KapTUHKaMM.

— Mawm, a Cnbupb — 3t0o 4T0? A Tawra? A pe-
pywka pobpbin? OH Hac nwobut? — cbinana BoO-
npocamun BapéHka, kaprtaBs wau npornarbiBas
OykBy «p» U pa3rnsabiBas 3emMi0 3a CTEKNIOM un-
nioMuHaTopa.

OHa npoboBana paccnpaiwmBaTb CecTpy, TONb-
KO Ta He cnywana. Bepe He xoTenocb roBopuThb,
K TOMy Xe B CamMONéTe CUNbHO 3aknaabiBano
ylWK1, U OHA 3aTblkana ux nanbuamu, 3aXxXmypusa-
nacb M Tak goxupanacb nocagku. Kpaem rnasa
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OHa BUAENa, 4T0 Mama BPems OT BPEMEHU KOCUT-
CA Ha Heé M HeopoBPUTENbHO KayaeT rofioBOW.

— Ma-a-am, — TpebosatensHo 3Bana BapéH-
Ka, — ChbllWUWb, YTO A cnpocuna?
— Cnblwy, — ycTano oT3biBanacb Mama. —

Cubupb — 3TO Kpaw Takoil, 8 Tam poaunacb. [e-
Aywka y Hac o4eHb nobpbiii, n Bac OH nobwur,
OH K Ham B MNPOLWAOM rogy npuvesxan B roctu.
Tbl ManeHokas 6bina, HE NOMHUWL. A Tawra, —
mama 6pocuna B UANIOMUHATOP 3a4yMYUBbLINA
B3rnNspn, — Taura — 3TO XBOWHbIA nec, npekpac-
HbI, HENPOXOAUMbIA, GecKkpaiHUil N CKa304HbIMN.

— Kak 310 Cka30uHbli? — Bepa BblHyna nanb-
Ubl U3 yLIEeN U C MHTEPECOM NOCMOTPena Ha mMamy.

— A BoTt Tak. Cama yBuaulb, — YCMEXHY-
nacb Ta.

[eBoykn He ycnenn 60onblie HUYEro CnpoCUTb,
CaMONET TAXENO CTYKHYNCA O 3eMi0 U nomyan-
CA NO B3NETHO-NOCAAO4HON NONOCE, NOCTENeHHO
3amennas xoa. Korpa OH octaHoBuncs, Mama Aao-
ctana ¢ 6araxHblXx NONOK SIPKUE AOPOXHLIE PIOK-
3aku, Hagena ux Ha ceba u AeBoYeK U Hanpasu-
nacb K BbIXOgy U3 camonéTta.

HyxHO 6bI10 cnewwTb, B 3A4aHMM al3ponop-
Ta NyTEWeCTBEHHUL, yXe A0Xuaancs aeaylika.
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KpacuBbiii 3aropenbiii MyX4uHa neT wecTuaecs-
TV XOAWN U3 OAHOrO KOHUA 3ana B ApPYrow, Bpems
OT BPEMEHU BCTPEBOXEHHO NMOCMATPMBas Ha 4achbl.

Mama n Bepa cpa3y 6pocunuce ero obHumars,
a BapéHka npuBbiMHO Haxmypuna 6poBu n cepau-
TO BbINATMNA HUXHIOKW ryby. B oTBeT el pepylika
ynbibHyncs, HoO obHUMaTb He ctan. Bnpouem, oOH
1 He cMmor Obl: Ha HEM Bucena anuHHiowan Bepa,
KOTOpas B CBOW OECATb NeT yXxe Aopocna mame
no noagbopoaka.

PackauvBascb Ha wee y geaywku, Bepa Ta-
partopuna Tak, 4TO BO3Ayxa He XxBaTano v npwm-
XOAUNOCb €ro CYQOPOXHO rnotate 6onbwmnmm
nopuuamMn, 4tobbl He 3aAoXHYTbCcA. Mame 3To
HE MOHPAaBMNOCb, OHA HAXMypwunacb U HErpoOMKO
cKOomaHgoBana:

— Momonuut

Jenyuwika yCMEexHyncsi, OCTOPOXHO NOCTaBwun
Bepy Ha non, CHAN C AEeBOYEK PIOK3aku W, Harpy-
3UBWUMCL Beliamu, NOWEN K BbiIXOAYy U3 a3ponop-
Ta, a OTTyAa K MaluuHe.

OrpomMHas TEMHO-cepas MaluuMHa, noxoxas
Ha HacToALWMI A0M, AOXMAAnack xo3suHa Ha 060-
YnHe [0poru W, Kasanocb, He O4YeHb obpapoBa-
nacb roctaMm. Ho mMama u [OeBOYKM TOPONAUBO
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3abpanucb Ha 3agHee cuaeHbe U yaobHO yCcTpo-
wnucb. Bepa cena C kpaio v npuxanacb HOCOM
K OKHy, a BapéHka 3aneana K Mame Ha KONEeHw.
OHa 3ameTuna Ha NpuUbBOPHOK NaHenu CMELLHOro
NNIOWEBOro TUrpéHka M WENOTOM nonpocuna ero
nocmoTpeTb. Jeaywka ycnbiwan npocbby u aan
WUrpYLLKY.

Mo popore B ropog Mama pacckasbiBana pe-
Aywke nocnegHve HOBOCTW, roBOopuna Npo nepe-
NET N NNaHbl HA KaHWUKYNbI.

— Mbl C geBYOHKaMu B AEpPEeBHE MOXWBEM,
B NIECHOM AOMWKEe, MOXHO? TaM COCHbI, Aroasbl,
rpubbl, 03epo pPAAOM. A TO OEeBOYKU COBCEM ro-
poackue, um 6bl Ha npupoae nobbiTb, 6€3 uHTep-
HeTa M KOMMNbIOTepa, Kak Aymaelws? XoTb Ha nec
NOCMOTPAT.

Depnywka, kasanocb, o6pagosancs, ob6epHyn-
Csl, CMEepuN AEBYOHOK OLLEeHUBAIOWWM B3rNsaoM
WU KUBHYN:

— Xwusute. Tonbko MHe yexaTb Hapo 6yaer
no paboTte Ha HepenbKy, He ucnyraetecCb OA4HU
8 necy?

— Hert, KOHe4YHO, — OTMaxHynacb mMama.



Taaka, 2




opoa, 6nuxanwmini K asponopTty, CO CBOUMMU

ynuuamu, napkamu, ckBepamu U AeTCKUMMU

naowagkamm octancs nosagu. C aByx CTo-
POH OT JOPOXHOr0 NOMIOTHA BbLICTPOUIUCHL AAYHbIE
OOMUKM U 3aropogHble KoTTeaxu. CHavana oHu
CTOSNMN POBHLIMU psAaMu, NAOTHO NPUXABLUKUCH
OPYr K Apyry, NOTOM MeXay HUMU 3amenbkanu
npoceku, nons u 03épa, U HakoHeL AoMa uc-
4Ye3nu coscem, a Jopory ¢ obenx CTOpoH 06CTy-
nun nec.

Bckope pepywkuHa OrpoMHas MawuvHa cBep-
HyNa C WWPOKOro acganstoBOro NoNOTHA Ha npo-
CEnoyHylo popory, aobpanace A0 He6Gonbwow
nepeBeHbkW, ABOPOB Ha AECATb-NATHAAUATb.
OCTOPOXHO MPOTUCHYNacb B nepeynok, no obe
CTOPOHbI KOTOPOro TsAHynuCb 3abopbl, U 3amepna
B KOHLE Hero, BO3Nne BbICOKMX BOPOT, BblKpalUeH-
HbIX 3€/IEHON KPaCKOW.

Mama pacnaxHyna asepuy MaluuHbl, Beceno,
Kak pebEHOK, BbINPbLIrHYNa Ha TPasy U WYMHO BTS-
Hyna HOCOM Bo3ayx. lMaxno cyxum Tennom, Tpa-
BOW U enosoi xBoen. Mama kusHyna cama cebe
1 ynblbHynaceo.

A BOT OEBOYKM SIBHO HE CNewunn HascTpeyy
OepeBeHCKoM Xu3HW. BapéHka cHoBa BbiNsiTUna
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HUXHIOW ryby n npoTsHyna Kk mame pyku. A Bepa
pacnaxHyna naccaxvpckylo ABepb M Tenepb npu-
CTanbHO BrasabiBanacb B BbICOKYIO TpaBsy, B KOTO-
pylo el NpeacTosno BCTaThb.

— Tbl 4ero? — yauMBNEHHO CNPOCUN Aeayuika,
TOXe ornsabiBas Tpasy. — llortepsina 4To-T0?

— 9 CMOTPIO, HET NI TaM MypaBbEB, KOMApPOB,
YEepBAKOB M MNpoOYeir rapoctu, — Cepbe3HO OTBe-
Tuna Bepa, BCE eweé He CBOAA rna3 C Tpasbl.

— OHu Tam ectb! — oTO3BanacbL uspaneka
Mama, OHa yxe BbiTawwmna BapéHky M3 MawwwHbl
M C Heh Ha pykax wna K AoMy. — XBatuT BansuTb
aypaka, mgu cioga!

Bepa Taxeno B3aOxHyna u cnpocuna aeayliky,
HEe OTHEeCET nu OH e€ B aoMm. Ho peaywka, yse-
LWaHHBLIA CyMKaMW, TONbKO MOKayYan ronoBOW.

Bepa cHoBa B3anoxHyna Tak, 6yaro cobupanach
npbiIrHyTe B 6€300HHYI0 NponacTb, NOTOM OCTO-
POXHO ONyCTUNa HOMM B TPaBy M Ha UbINOYKaX
nowna K Kkanurke.

Ta HepoOBONLHO CKPUNHYNa OT €€ NPWUKOCHO-
BEeHUA. 3a KanuTKOW roctei BCTpeyanu BbICO-
YeHHble COCHbI, Kayalowme UronbyYaTbiMu KpoHa-
MU 1 NepelénTbiBalowmecs Ha BeTpy. B ctopoHe
OT COCEeH, B CONMHEeYHOM 4acTu y4yacTka, Xanucb
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OpYyr K Apyry Tenavubl U rpagkuv, a spaneke
nputaunca 60NblOW AEepeBEHCKUIA AOM, BbiKpa-
LWEeHHbl, KaKk 1 3abop, TEMHO-3€NEHON KPACKOW.
Crapbiii AOM B3AbIXan, NOCKpUNbiBan AOCKaMu
M HeAOBEpYMBO paccMartpuBan rocrew.

Korpa Bepa nopowna K Kpbinbuy, mMama
KaK pa3 oTKpbina 3amOK U pacnaxHyna ABepb.
«Ox», — B3QOXHYN AOM. BapéHka, BCE eweé cu-
AEBLIAA Y MaMbl Ha pykax, BCA CXanacb B KOMOK
n xanobHo 3anuwana: «JoMon xouy!»

— Ha 6nuxaiwuin Mecauy, — 3TO Baw AOM, —
pPafoCTHO 3asBuna Mama WU LWarHyna BHYTPb.

Bepa, kotopas Gonbwe 6osinacb HaCEKOMbIX,
4Yem CTapbiXx AOMOB, IOPKHyNna CneaomM W MNaoOTHO
3aKpbina agepb.

locteit BCTpeTuna NpPOCTOPHan KyxHA ¢ 6onb-
WWMMWN OKHaMK, COBPEMEHHOW KYXOHHOM mebenbio
U BbICOKUM CEpbiM XONOAUNLHUKOM, 3HAKOMO Yyp-
Yawum B yrny.

Bepa nopapoBanacb, 4TO B AEAYWKUHOM AOMe
eCTb U BOAONPOBOA, WU 3NEKTPUYECTBO, a 3Ha-
4YUT, OHM He OyayT oTpe3aHbl OT UMBUNU3AUUW.
M3 KyXHW roctu npownu B Yy3kuil, He 60onb-
we MeTpa WUPUHOW, KopuMaop. A oTTyaa nonanuv
B FOCTUHYIO.
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MepBoe, 4TO 6pPOCMNOCH B rnasa AeBouvkam, —
CTapeHbKUA TeneBu3op B yrny BO3ne AuBaHa.
Ypa! 3Hauut, mynbtukn 6yayt! Kpome Tenesu3o-
pa 3aecb ObiNO HECKONbKO CTennaxei n KOMOAOB,
Topwep noa abaxypoMm M 3NeKTPUHECKUA KaMWH.
3710 Morna 6bl 6bITb coBeplweHHO ObObl4Has ro-
CTMHasA B 3aropogHOM aome, ecnn Obl He opHa
menoyb. Bce cTeHbl OT nona go notonka Gbinu
yBelwaHbl nNpuyyanuebiMn Bewuvuamum, KaptuHa-
My 1 6eapenywkamu. HYero TyT TONbKO He 6bino:
rMUHAHBIE W MNAIOWeBbIe KOTbl, NeCHble nein3a-
XU, MOPCKWEe akBapenu, OrpoMHbI Beep C Ha-
pucoBaHHbIMKU Ha HEM C/ioOHaMmu, Tponuyeckunmu
useTtaMm M NTULAMWU, ABE CTapble rmMTapbl, WUH-
AWACKas Macka MU 3epkano B OEepeBsiHHOW pame,
dopmoint HanomuHawouwee un3bywKky Ha Kypbux
HOXxkax!

Hekotopoe Bpems Bepa v Bapéxka, BCE ewe
BUCEBLUAA HA Mame, 3aBOPOXEHHO pasrnagbiBa-
NN KOMHarTy.

— WHTepecHo, — Bepa pacTepsiHHO 0o3upa-
nacb, — u 410, Mbl 6ynemM 3pecb XuTb?

— Ara, — mama kuBHyna u nocrtasuna Bapén-
Ky Ha KOBEpP, — BCTaBal, a TO Y MEHs cenyac
PyKu OTBansitcs.
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BapéHka nocrtosna HEeMHOro, nNepemMuHascb
C HOru Ha Hory. MNopgowna Kk Bepe u OCTOPOXHO
B3sina €€ 3a pyky. Bmecte neBo4ykuM ocmoTpenu
KOMHaTy. 3arnsHynu B wkaodbl, AWLMKM U HA MONKW.
MoTporanu CTEHKY SNeKTPUYECKOro KkammHa —
Ténnaa. Mo oyepeau npoBenu pykamu no cTpy-
HaMm ruTtap, Ana atoro Bepe npuwnocb B3ATHL
BapéHky Ha pyku. CTpyHbl NPOTAXHO TPEHbKHY-
M, U B AOMe CcTano Becenee. [1eBOYKWN 3aynbl-
6anuceb.

TyT B OQHOM U3 CTEH CECTPblI 3aMeTunu asep-
HOW NPOEM, CKpbITbIA 3aHaBeckoi. Bepa rny6oko
B300XHYNA U Pe3KO OTAEPHyna TkaHb. 3a 3aHase-
CKO OKasdanacb CnajibHi — ManeHbkas KOMHa-
Ta C LUMPOKOW KPOBATbIO MU BbLICOKUM NNATSAHbIM
wkadpom. Tpu cTeHbl 3aecb Obinu NepeBsiHHbIe,
a oAgHa KUpnuyHas.

— Ténnas, — Bepa noTtporana CTeHy.

— OT0 neyka, — OTO3BaANCA OTKyAa-TO u3ga-
neka pepywka, — s yTPOM pacTonun, CXEér koe-
Kakon Mmycop.

Mama v OeBOYKM BbIFMAHYNU B KOPWAOP, OT-
[ENsBLUMA XWNble KOMHaTbl OT KyXHW, U yBuae-
M ewé ogHy asepb. OHa Bena B Kamopky, rae
CTOSIM OrPOMHAA Neyb U CTapblii Pe3HOM KOMOA.
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Ha cBo60AHOW CTEHEe BUCEeNnu NyKu, KON4YaHbl,
cTpenbl, apbaneTbl U CTapoe OXOTHUYbE PYXbE.

BnpouyeM, pyxbé€ aenywka Kak pa3 CHuman
CO CTEHbl.

— 3710 9, noxanyii, 3abepy OT rpexa nopanb-
we, — Cc ynbibkOW ckasan OH, — a OCTanbHoe
nycTb BUCUT. TBOUM AEBOYKAM BCE PaBHO OpyXue
HEWHTEPECHO.

Mama kuBHyna, pasrnsaabiBas CTEHy.

— 3T0 AN KpacoTbl MAKn cTpensiews? — Cnpo-
cuna OHa, NOTpPOorae nNanbuem TeTUBY Nyka.

— Crpensio vHorga, — peaywka ynblbHyncs
W, YBUOEB, KaK Mama Haxmypunacb, nobasun: —
Mo mMuweHsM, ans yaoBONbLCTBUS.

OH 3abpan pyXb€ B MaliMHy, @ B3aMeH npu-
HEC CYMKM C MpOAyKTamu U CTan packnapbiBarb
MX COOEPXUMOE B PE3HOW KOMOA U XONoAvunb-
HUK. Mama emy nomorana. A Bepa u BapéHnka
YCTPOUNUCbL Ha OAuBaHEe B MOCTUHOW U BKAIOYU-
NV TENeBu3op B HaAeXxAe HanTu KaHan C Mynbr-
¢dunbmamu. CHavana AeBoveK nyrana KOMHara
CO MHOXECTBOM HeOObI4HbIX BELLeit, HO CKOPO OHU
OTBNEKNIUCb Ha MYNbETUKU U 060 BCEM 3abbinu.

[leBo4ykn He 3amMeTunu, Kak 3epkano B pe-
peBsiHHOM pame B ¢dopme u30ylKu Ha KypbuX
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HOXKaX B3APOrHYyN0 U BMECTO OTPaXeHUs KOMHa-
Tbl NMOKA3an0 CTaTHYIO 3€NEHOrNasylo XeHLUUHY.
OHa of6Bena B3rNaaAOM KOMHATy, BHMMATENbHO
nocMOTpENna Ha AeTer U ucyesna, nNpexae 4Yem
eé 3ameTmnu.









yTb NO3Xe Mama u geaywka nepebpanuch

M3 aoma BO ABOpP. [leaylwka 3aHuMancs xo-

391MCTBOM: HOocun Boay B 6aHio, 4To6bl HaTo-
NUTb €€ K Beyepy, pa3xuran taMm OroHb, NOTOM
nonvBan ManeHbkue, BCe B KOMOYMX NyNbiPbILLKaX
Oorypyuku, cobupan BbITAHYTYIO CNagkyld TEMHO-
CUHIOID XuUMOnocTb. Mama xoguna 3a OeayLwKown
no nNsATaM W pacckasbiBana O Xu3Hu B 60NbLWOM
ropoae, o pabore, o wkone, rae ywanacb Bepa,
n o BapéHkuHoM capguke.

Jenywka cnywan, KMBan v nepecnpawmsan,
MHOrga nopy4Yan Mame Kakoe-Hubyab Aeno: no-
pepxartb wnaHr, cobpatb Tapenky XuWMONoCTH,
noka Ta COBCEM He ocbinanacb, UNK CopBaTb napy
OrypuOB Ha YXWH. 3aKOHYMB C Aenamu, OHU cenu
Ha LWWPOKME KOBAaHblE Kayenu u packadanuce.
Hap kavensamu Wymenu COCHbl, BpeMs OT Bpeme-
HW NOPbLIB BETpPa CAyBan C HUX LWULLKY-APYryIo,
OHa napgana, yaapsnacb O 3eMnio C ryxuMm CTy-
KOM M C LWYypLAHMEM OTKaTbiBanaCb B CTOPOHY.

— Xopowo 3pecb, — ynblbHynacb Mama, 3a-
npokuHye ronosy. OHa pasrnsabiBana scHoe net-
Hee HebO, Mmenbkawuwee B peakoir COCHOBOM
KpoHe. — $ yxe u 3abbina, KaKk 34ecCb XOPOLUO.

— KoMy kak... — 0oTo3Bancs aenylika.
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Mama yauBnéHHO npunoaHsna 6posb.

— BOH AeB4OHKM TBOW gaxe uM3 AoMa He Bbl-
XOOAT, — AeAylwKa KUBHYN B CTOPOHY 3€NEHOro
KpbiblLa U WMPOKUX OKOH, 3a KOTOPbIMU Masyunu
aetckue GU3NOHOMUM.

Mama npu3biBHO NomMaxana pykon. Mopaaiuku
TYT X€ UCHEe3NN, HO AETU Ha KpbiNbLe TakK U He No-
ABUUCD.

— MMoHumaelwb, OHM He O4YeHb N6AT ynuuy
¥ npupoay, — Kak Obl U3BUHASCL, CTana paccka-
3blBaTb Mama. — Bepa 6outca Hacekombix, no-
3TOMY He XO4eT BbiIXOauTb, a BapéHke He HpaBuT-
CA rynATb OAHOW. HO OHM CKOPO NPUBbLIKHYT.

HemHoro noagymas, oHa pob6asuna:

— 3Haewsb, Napy Hepenb Hasag | npouyuTana
B uHTEepHeTe 06 opHoI urpe. [OBOPAT, OHa NOMO-
raet nNnoapyxuTb getei ¢ npupogon. 1 paxe BCé
nogrortosuna. NMpeanoxum UM cobirpatb?

Aeanywka HepoBepuyUBO XMbIKHYN. A mama
pe3ko BCckouMna C kKayenen u ybexana B Aom.
Yepe3 MUHYTY OHa BepHynacb, Aepxa B pykax
uenbii NakeT APKUX Urpyluek u3 KuHaep-ciopnpu-
308. OHa cTapatenbHo obowna BCe AenyLIKWUHbI
BNafeHus, To Tam, TO TyT npsyYa nnacTMaccosble
durypku.
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Tak ManeHbkMi rHOM NOCENUNCH NoA, KpbiNb-
LOM, MEABEXOHOK B APOBAHOM Capae, Ha OQHOM
3 6péseH, xupad Ha rpsake ¢ knybHukon, Bosne
nepBoOi CO3peBLUe Aroabl, CNOH NOA KYCTOM XU-
monocTtu, poibka B BEape C BOAOW, a Kykna B ro-
poxe cpeav NAOCKUX CTPY4KOB.

CHavana mama crtapanacb CTaBuUTb WUIPYLUKW
Ha camble BUAHbLIE MECTa, HU4YEro He NpsATaTh B Tpa-
Be unu kyctax, 4tobbl Bepa He 6osnacb ux no-
cTaBaTb, HO GUrypok 6bi1I0 Tak MHOro, 4TO noa
KOHeL, oHa 3abbina 06 3aToM npasune.

Motom mama B3sina cson TenedoH, choTorpa-
¢dvpoBana urpylku, no3sana AeBOYEeK U Bpyymna
UM ragxeTt Bmecte ¢ ¢GoTonoackaskamu.

— 3apaya — HauTu BCe WUrpywku n cobpartb
BMmecTe. MNobeputenio — npus, — 6o0apo coob-
wMna oHa, CHOBa CafACb HA Kayenu psaom ¢ ae-
DYLWKON U OTTaNKUBasiCb HOramn OT 3eMNu.

Bepa n BapéHka ornspenuc no CTOpOHam
U HeyBepeHHO nobpenu B CTOPOHY Oropoaa.
MNpowno He 6Gonbwe MUHYTLI, U OTTyAa AOHECCS
pagocTHbid BONnb. BapéHka yBupaena Ha capo-
BOW OOPOXKE XENTYID MawwuHKy. Cneayowan ou-
rypka toxe pocranacb e. 310 6bin puoneTosbin
6eremoT, OCTaBNEeHHbIA MaMoii Ha Kpbinbue 6aHu.
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— [Oge urpywku. ¥ MeHs yxe ase, — xBacrta-
nace Bapénka.

Takoro Bepa Bbigepxatb He morna. Heposonb-
HO consl, oHa nonuctana ¢dortorpadum Ha Tene-
doHEe M pewnTenbHO Hanpasunacb B APOBSAHON
capaii 3a MeaBEeXOHKOM.

Yepe3 MUHYTY AesBouku npobexanu MuUMo Ka-
yenen ¢ KpUKOM u BU3rom. OHWM yxe OTbicKanu
naTte GUrypok, yBNEKNIUCb UFPOW U pewnnm uc-
KaTb BMECTE, He COPEBHYSICb APYr C APYroMm. LLym,
CMEX U KPUKW BO3HWKNW HMOTKyAa, camu coboi
M yXe He MOrMu UCYe3HyTb, pacTasaTb B BO3AyXxe.
OHu HapacTanu v 3BEHeNWn, Hapywas CTEeneHHylo
COHHYIO TULUMHY neca.

Urpa 6bina B pasrape. Bepa n BapéHka, 3a-
NbIXaBlWMECA U CHaCTAMBbIE, HOCUNUCL NO Aave,
3arnagbiBas B APOBSAHOWM capan, B AeRyLlKu-
Hbl Tennuubl, B 6aHO, B NPOCBETbl MeXAay BeT-
KaMn 4epeémyxu, B TycTylo 3eneHb KycTtoB knyb-
HUKW, NOA KaXAylo TPaBUHKY, B KaXAylO LWefb.
OHW noo4YepéaHo BCKpukuBanu, obHapyxusas
ManeHbkue SIpKUe UrpyLliku, XUTpo CnpsTaHHble
mamoin. U 3amupanu OT BOCTOpra, Korga noMMmo
Urpylwek UM yaasanoCb HAWTU YTO-TO BKYCHOE:
3eNEHbIN Orypeu, ManeHbKylo, CNenyw TONbKO
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C ogHoro 6oka KnyGHUYKY unu NNOCKUA CTPYHOK
ropoxa, BKYCHbI NUlb MOTOMY, 4YTO OHW Camu
ero Hawnu. OHM cpbiBanu TBEPALIN, ewe 3ené-
HbIA KPbXOBHUK U CNaaKylo, CO3PEBLUYI0 XWUMO-
NoCTb, OCTaBNABLWYIO 6OpPAOBLIE KNAKCHI Ha rybax
WU nanbuax.

Ho, HecMOTpsA Ha BCe CIOpPNpuU3bl, OTKPbLITUS,
BKYCHOCTM W CNnapoCTW, rnaBHbiMU B 3TOW urpe
ocTtaBanucb wurpywku. Bepa cxumana Haxoaku
B Kynake, a Korga wMx CTaHOBWNOCH CNULLKOM
MHOro, 6exana Kk QOMy U paccrasnsna nnacrmac-
COBbIX Xupados, AenbGUHOB, THOMOB, NPUHLECC
M Yepenax PoBHbIMU PSiAaMKU Ha Nepunax Kpbinbua.

Cnepom 3a Bepown npuberana Bapénka.
OHa pasbpacbiBana, nepecrasnsna u oxuenana
WUrpyLWwKY, NPUAYMbIBAR UM UMEHa WU NpPUKoYe-
Hus. Bepe He HpaBunocb, 4TO cectpa 3abupaer
€€ CKa304HYI0 apMuIo, HO NYCTb Nlydwe urpaer,
yem nosciogy xoaut cnenom. OcrtasuB BapéHky
y Kpbinbua, Bepa cHoBa OTnpaBnanacb Ha NOUCKK
UrpyLuexK.

OHa cmeno npunogHuMana BETKU W NUCTbA,
3arnsabiBana B Yaweyku UBETOB U He aymana
O HaCekoMblX, Monsalwux, nerawowmx n Geraio-
wwux BOKpyr Heé. Ho BoT Bepa 3ametuna cpeau
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cTebnen, CTPY4KOB U NPYXUHUCTBLIX POCTKOB rOpo-
Xa fipKoe pPo30BO€ NNaTbe NNacTMacCCOBOW KyKNbl.

OHa HaknoHunacb, NOTSAHyNacb K Wrpylwke
W HEeNOBKO 3ajena pPyKOW TOHKYI0 cepebpucTyio
nayTuHky. Ta Hanpsrnacb, 3a3BeHena, NIoNHyna
n cbpocuna Bepe Ha 3ansicTbe MaNEeHLKOro TOH-
KOHOroro nayska.

JNlec B3APOrHyn OT NPOH3UTENbHOrO KpuKa.
Kpuk 3TOT 3BEHEeN, KaKk MAY OTCKakuMBan OT CTBO-
NI0B COCEeH, CTaHOBMJICA BCE Cu/ibHEe U rpoM-
ye. B HEM cnblwanuCb yxac v OT4HasiHue TOro,
KTO NIMUOM K NUUy CTONKHYNCHA C rMaBHbIM CBOUM
CTPaxoMm.

Koraa B nérkux 3akoHuYuncs Bo3ayx v Bepa
nepecrana Kpuyatb, AEAYLWKWUH CanoBbiA y4a-
CTOK U nec BOKpPYr u3ameHunucb. OHun Gonblue
He Ka3anucCb APYXeNoOHbIMU U UHTEePECHbLIMU.
BekoBble COCHbl NOTEMHENW, 3a0CTPUNUCH, Yrpo-
xaouwe Hasucnu Hag Bepown, HepoOBONLHO €€ pac-
cMatpuBas.

OcTasuB B 3apoCnsax ropoxa Kykny B po30-
BOM nnartbe, Bepa nobexana gomoi. OHa B aBa
npbiXka nNpeoaonena Kpbibuo, pacnaxHyna BXOA-
HYIO BEPb WU C CUNOWN 3axnonHyna eé 3a cobow.
BbixoguTb oHa 6Gonbwe He cobupanaceo.
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Korna aepb 3a Bepoit 3akpbinacb, B rnyou-
He capa MenbkHyna TeHb. CtosBwee y 3abopa
NATUMETPOBOE BLICOXWEE AepPeBO NPUYYANUBOMA
dopmMbl U 6e3 eguHOro NMcTa NOKa4yHynocb, Bbl-
TAHYNOCb, pacnpsMuno BeTeu, cbpacbiBas ¢ cebs
rny6okuit MHOronetTHuii coH. CTBon pepesa cran
noxox Ha ¢urypy yenoseka, a obpesaHHblie BETBU
Ha BepwuWHe — Ha Kocmartylo ronosy. Ha pepe-
BAHHOW roNoBe HAMETUNUCb HOC, POT U OrPOMHbIE
BaCUNbKOBbIE rnasa. [lepeBsiHHbil Y4enoBeK 3aaym-
4YMBO OCMaTpuBan Nec, cag U 3enEHblil AoM, rae
cnpaTtanack Bepa. 310 6bin Jlewwid.







epa 6onblwe He Bbixoguna u3 goma. OHa cu-

Aena, yTKHyBWUCb B TenedoH, U TOMbKO Ka-

Yana ronosoi n mopwwmna no6, korpa mMama
3Bana eé Ha ynuuy. Bapéna Toxe nepebpanacb
B OOM, KpyTunacb psaom ¢ Bepoit n npucrasana
K CecTtpe C pa3HbiMu BOonpocamu. lapy pa3 Ba-
péHka Bbibexana Ha ynuuy noka4yaTbCa Ha Kaye-
NAX U NOAUTL BMECTe C Mamoii LBeTbl, HO NOTOM
onaTb BO3Bpawlanacb Kk Bepe.

Hactynun Beuyep. [enywkuH Oropoa, BbiCOKUE
COCHbl U Kayenu B rnybuHe capa okyTtanu cymep-
K1. Mama Bowna B KOMHaTy U CNpocuna OeBOYeK,
nonayT nu oHu B 6aHi0. BapéHka ctapaTtenbHo 3a-
moTtana ronoeoit, a Bepa pewwvna natu. OHa po-
6panack no 6aHM Ha UbINOYKaxX, CTApasCb Aaxe
He HacTynaTb Ha TpaBy, OTKpblna ABepb U 3arns-
Hyna BHYTPb. TaMm ropen TENAbIA XENTbIA CBET,
Tpewana neyb, CKPUNenu OT Xapa CTEeHbl, Naxno
nepesoM u 6epé3oBbiMM BeHukamu. Bepa nopo-
wna K cneayiowle asepu, otaensswen npendax-
HUK OT ropsiyeit aepeBeHckon 6GaHw, pacnaxHyna
€€ M NOoYyBCTBOBANa, Kak Xap OOXEr ew LWeEKkwn.

— [opsaY0 O4YeHb, He nouay, — OHa MrHOBEH-
HO nepeaymana W, pasBepHyBLUMCb, y6exana 006-
paTHO B AOM K CTApeHbKOMY TENeBM30pY Y CTEHbl,
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HapgoepnuebiM BapEéHuHbIM BONpocam u K Tene-
¢OHy, KOTOpbIA, NPU3HATLCH, NOYTU Pa3PAAUNCS.

Ha kpbinbue Bepa CTOnkHynacb C AeAyLUKOW.
OH Wwén u3 panbHero yrna capga, Cxumas B pyke
KaKue-TO BEeTKU WU JINCTbSA.

— Y10, He noHpasunacb 6aHA? — yCMExXHyn-
CHl OH.

Bepa noxana nnedyamu. O6uxaTtb Aeayuwky
He xotenocb. [la u He B 6aHe Aeno, NPocTo Tam
CAULWKOM rOpsAY0, rnasa pexeT U ylu ropsr.

Denywka cHoBa nocmoTtpen Ha Bepy, ynbibHyn-
CA U, HEe NOXWAAACb OTBETa, NPOAOCXUN:

— JlapHo yX, nownu 4an 3asapum NS Mambl.
Ona Takon nbut: ¢ Menuccon, co cMmopoau-
HOW. 3TO HEe TO, YTO MarasuvHHble Yau. ITU nu-
CTbSl IECOM NaxHyT, AOMOM U AeTcTBOM. Ha BoOT,
NOHIOXaW...

MU pepywka cyHyn nuctbs Bepe nog Hoc.
Ona BCKpUKHYNa v OTNpbIrHyna B CTOPOHy. Mano
NN KTO TaM MOXEeT CUAETb HAa 3TUX NUCTbAX: Nayk,
MOLLKA WM MypaBen, a MOXET, U Uenblii YepBsK.

Denywka 6bin yauBnéH n pasovaposaH BepuHoi
peakuven. OH noka4yan ronosoit U yWEn B AOM.
Bepa o6pedy€HHO nonnenacb cnepom. YectHo ro-
BOpS, OHAa AABHO NPUBbLIKNA K TOMY, 4TO Ha Heé
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TaK pearupyioT, 4TO CEepAsTCs, Koraa OHa 4ero-To
nyraetcs. MNpo cebs Bepa 3Hana, 410 OHa 0COGEH-
Has, He Takas, Kak apyrve AeTu, U Ha MHOrve Belum
pearupyet coBCeM no-apyromy. Ho ato Beab Huye-
ro? Bepnp Bce nioau pasHble. Mpasaa? Xanb TONbko,
4yTO Mama He Bceraa Bepy noHumaet, u peayuwika,
1 BooGLe BCe POACTBEHHUKW. BOT 6bino 6bl 300-
POBO HAWTK TAKOro 4esnioBeka, KOTopbii Obl €€ no-
HUMan u Bceraa NOAAEpPXuBan, TONMbKO rae Xe ero
Hanpéws?

Pa3mbiunasa Tak, Bepa cupena Ha kyxHe Bo3ne
y3KOro npsiIMOYroNbHOro CTONa Mnop, CUHen ckarep-
Tbi0O U packaumBanacb Ha ctyne. Tyk-TyK... TyK —
NOCTYKUBANU HOXKW CTyna, yaapsscb o6 non.

Henywka obepHyncs Ha Bepy, Heopobputens-
HO nokayan rofoBO, HO HUYEro He ckasan.

Yepea HEeCKONbKO MWHYT OH NOCTaBwuA Ha CToN
ny3aTtbii 6enbii YaHuK, Ba304Ky C KOHdeTamu
M eweé oaHy C MEOOM, a caM MNOLLEN B COCEAHIO
KOMHaTy NpoBepuTb, Kak Tam BapéHka. BapéH-
Ka cnana NpPSAMO Ha NONy nepea Tenesu30pPOM,
CBEpPHYBLUNCL KNyOO4YKOM, Kak KOTEHOK. [eayluika
BbIKNOYUN MYNbTPUNBM, aKKypaTHO B3SI1 BHYYKY
Ha PyKU U nepeHéc B cnanbHio. N Tak xe ocTto-
POXHO, MOYTU HA UBINOYKAX, BEPHYNCH HA KYXHIO.
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— Cnut, — cka3an OH pacTepsHHO, He MOHU-
Masi TONIKOM, XOPOLWIO 3TO MUAU MNAOX0, 4TO BapéH-
Ka CnuT.

Bepa kuBHyna u nepecrana kadarbCs.

TyT ABepb AOMa OTKpbINACb, B KOMHaTy Bowna
mama. Ha ronose y Heé BoO3Bblwancsa TopbaH
M3 NONOTEeHUa, WEKM Nbinanu, U OT LWEK unm
OT BCEM MaMbl LENUKOM LEN HeoObl4anHbIv Xap.
Bepa BcTana v nopbiBUCTO 06HANa Mamy, Ta Obl-
na Ténnas M O4YeHb-OYeHb POAHas.

Mama ynbibHynacb, nornaguna AoYb NO rono-
Be, 6GepexHo BbicBOOOAMNACL M3 BepuHbix 00b-
ATUIA, cena 3a CTon U npuasuHyna Kk cebe 6onb-
WYIO FNHAHYIO KPYXKY.

— C nérkum napom! — penywika Hanun mame
yan. MNotom poctan m3 wkada ewe ase Kpyx-
Km — ana cebs n ana Bepbl.

Bepa ¢ onackoi nocmoTpena Ha KPYXKY
C .4aem, Hap KOTopoi knybunca rycton Genbiii
nap. MNMaxno npusaTHO, Nnecom u Tpasamu. Bepa ak-
KypaTHO 3a BbIFHYTYIO PY4KYy NOTsHyna Ha cebs
KPYXKY U 3arnsiHyna BHYTPb. TaM Ha NOBEPXHOCTU
BOAbl NnaBana oauHOKas XBOWHKA. Bepa obpeqéH-
HO B3A0OXHYNa, 3aXMypunacb U caenana ManeHb-
KW OCTOPOXHbIA FNOTOK.
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Mocne yas mama nposoawvna Aeaywky A0 Ma-
WwuHbl. BepHyBlWUCH, 3akpbina ABEpPb Ha 3aMOK
n BMecTe C¢ Bepoit ycTtpounacb Ha AvBaHe B ro-
CTUHOK. U3 JOPOXHOW CyMKW A0CTana KHUXKY
W, KaK Bceraa nepep CHOM, ctana 4utaTtb BCAyX.
Ho He ycnena pouuTatb A0 KOHUA U CTpaHuuy,
KaK 3aMeTuna, 4TO cTapwas A04Y4b CNuT, Npuxas-
WKCHb WeKon K e€ nnevy. Mama nepenoxuna Bepy
noypo6bHee n noracuna CBerT.

3a MUHYBWWIA AEHb BCE YXACHO YCTanu, Hu-
4YTO HE CMOrNO HapPYyWWUTb UX COH. N HUKTO U3 HUX
He cnblwan, KaKk Ho4bio 6poauT NO ABOPY CTapbit
Newwir. MNpu ceeTe nyHbl OH 06OWEN BeCb ABOP,
3arnaHyn Noa Kaxablii KaMeHb, B capai u B 6aHio.
Ho Tak n He Haweén Toro, 4to uckan. HakoHey
Nlewwit Nnpubnnamnncs K OKHYy AOMa U OCTOPOXHO
3arnsHyn B KOMHaTy. B gome crtosnu sewwm, cnanu
noaun, TYCKNO ropen HoYyHuk. HO TOro, 4to OH
uckan, 3aecb He 6bino. Jlewuit yxe xoTen OTonTH
OT OKHa, HO 3ameTun Ha cTeHe 3epkano. Crapoe,
noTEeMHEBLIEE OT BPEMEHW, 3aKIO4EHHOE B Npu-
YyANUBYIO pamy.

Newwin ynbibHyncs. O6oweén AOM M OCTOPOX-
HO NOTAHYN Ha cebs pyuky Asepu. [lBepb He noa-
hanaceb.
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Fe B

Ha cnepyowee yTpo mMama NpoOCHynacb paHo,
cBapuna cebe koge. Bbiwna Ha ynuuy 1, NOAOrHyB
Horu, cena Ha Gonblive koBaHble kadenu. Jlec,
oropoa, AoOM n 6GaHa ewe apemanu, yKpbiTble,
KaKk oaesnom, npeapaccBeTHOW AbIMKOW. [eHb
obewan ObiTb TENNALIM, N Mama pewwunna nNownTu
KynaTbCs.

Yac cnycts, 60apas U HEMHOrO BOMHCTBEHHAS,
OHa warana no necy B CTOPOHy o3epa. Ha nneye
y Heé 6ontanacb BMecTuTenbHas cymka c Oy-
Tepbpoaamu, yaem B Tepmoce, NONOTEHUAMU
n kenkamu. 3a pyky oHa Tawwmna BapéHky, koto-
pas TO U Oeno ocTaHasnvBanacb M npocuna To-
HEHbKUM rONIOCOM: «BO3bMU MEHSA HAa Py4ku, Hy
noxanyiicra». Cnosa oHa pacrarmsana TaKk AJWH-
HO 1 ynbibanacb Mame Tak HeXHO U TporaTenbHo,
4yTo Ta 6osinacb He BbiAEPXaTb U BCE-Taku noa-
XBaTUTb OO4Yb HA PYyKW.

Ha HekoTopoM paccTosiHum OT BapéHbl 1 Mambl
nnenacb Bepa. OHa He Bbicnanacb, e€ pasbyaunu
B XYTKYIO paHb W 3aCTaBuAu UATU Ha 03epo.

MO TPABE, K BOAE, yto6bl KYMATbCH.
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— MOXHO MHe x0T Obl B KaHUKyNbl BbiCNATb-
ca? 9 BOT He xo4y Kynatbcsi! Bbl xoTute, Bbl U KY-
namWrtecb, 8-TO TyT npu 4ém? — GopmoTtana cebe
noa Hoc Bepa, HO 3a Mamoit BCE-Taku wna. Ceowo
peyb OHa NOBTOPSNA yXe B LIECTOM pa3 v No Ma-
MWHOMY BOWHCTBEHHOMY BuAy AOraabiBanacb, 4TO
nyywe Obl e 3amonyartb.

HakoHeu oHu pnobpanuce go o3epa. Mama c Ba-
PEHKOM Cpasy Xe CKUHYNU nnatbsl, NoA KOTOPbIMU
KPacoBanuCb APKUE KynanbHWUKW: Y Mambl CUHUIA
B 6enylo nonocky, a y BapéHbl po30Bbii — 1 no-
6exanun kynatbcs. Bepa TOoXe paspenacb A0 Ky-
nanbHWKa, HO B BOAY He nowna, cena Ha Oepe-
ry n crana B 3aAyM4MBOCTM KOBbIPATb BETKOWN
NecoK u pepkuve KyCTUKU NpubpexHon Tpasbl.

Boabl Bepa nobausanacb. Bo-nepBbix, OHa
HE O4YeHb-TO B O3epe Npo3payHas, a BO-BTOPbIX,
Tam Beab pbibbl, AN Manbku, UM FONOBACTUKMW.
B -06wem, Tam noa BOAOW HaBEpHsIKA eCTb KTO-TO
XWBOW, U 3TOT XUBOW MOXeT Kk Bepe noannbitb
n... Yto panbwe, Bepa He 3Hana, NpPuU3HaTbLCH,
OHa faxe HuUKorga He 3aaymbiBanacb 06 3TOM,
npocto 6osnack. OyeHb! MaHuyecku.

M ceityac, noka mama v BapéHka nneckanucb
B BOAE, CMesnucb, 6pbi3ranucbe n Holpsanu, Bepa
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cupena Ha Gepery. Ei 6bino HemMHoro obuaHo,
4YTO Mame M CecTpe Tak Beceno B 03epe, HO 3ai-
TU K HAM OHa He peluanachb.

«A UHTEepecHo, Boaa xonopHas? — Bepa BCTa-
na n OCTOPOXHO NOoTporana BoAy NafOHbIO. —
XonopgHas».

Bepe Tak 3axotenocb nourpatb B BOAe, 4TO
OHa, He pa3yBasiCb, 3awna no WUKONOTKU B 03epO.

— CHuMKU Kepgbl, UCNOPTUWb, — KPUKHY-
na mama, Ho Bepa He o6patuna Ha HEE BHUMa-
Hua. Keabl oHa cHumatb He cobupanacb, ewe
4Yero — rofibiMM HOramm XOA4uTb NO TpaBe, Necky
1 Boae. JTO paxe NpeacTaBuTb CTPALHO!

Tem BpemeHeM 03epo U Nec BOKPYr OTpsxXvusa-
NUCb OT HOYHOro cHa. ConHue rpeno BCE CuNb-
Hee M nogHMManocb BCE Bblwe. Hapg o3epom
TO Tam, TO TYT Menbkanu nonynpo3payHbie ce-
pebpuctble n ronybosartble cTpeko3bl. o BOA-
HOW rnagw, Kak no TOHuYawwen ckareptu, Geranu
ONVMHHOHOrMe Boaomepku. A Bpaneke ot Gepera
Ha NOBEPXHOCTU BOAbI PAaCXOAUNUCL 3arafoyHble
Kpyru.

Mo necy, okpyxaswemy 03epo, u3 CTopo-
Hbl B CTOPOHY rynsan nerkokpoinbin setep. Korpa
OH nponetan MUMO, CTapyxu COCHbl HEAO0BONbHO
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WypLWanM U PoOHANM B TPaBy XBOKO W YeLUynku
KOpbl.

Fne-to paneko, B rnybuHe neca, 3anenu NTULbI.
Bepa, CTOS B HOBEHbKMX CUHUX Keaax No LWu-
KONOTKY B BOAE, nNpucnywanacb K Ux ronocam.
Ha cekyHay el no4yaunoch, 4TO NTUUbI 30BYT
eé no umenn unu, G6biTb MOXET, NPOCTO paccka-
3blBAlOT O HEW Apyr Apyry.

— Mam, — nossana oHa. — A NTUUbl FOBOPAT
060 MHe.

— OTAUYHO, — NPUBbLIYHO OTO3BaNacb Mama,
BbIXOAS U3 BOAbl U 3aKyTbiBas BapéHky B 60nb-
woe pPo30BOE MONOTEHLE.

Ha BepuHbl UCTOPUM O KOCMUYECKUX NpulLenb-
uax, HeBWAUMbBIX APY3bSX U roBOPAWMUX Aepe-
BbSIX MaMa BCeraa pearvposana CnokoMHO, NOPOoM
paxe paBHOAYLUHO.

— MNonpéws kynatbca? — cnpocuna mama. —
Bopa knaccHas! Ceidac He nonpéwsb, notoMm 6y-
pelwb Xanerb.

Mama ctosna Ha 6epery, uuctuna s6noko ans
BapéHbl M nogcraBnana ceou 6GnegHble LWEKU
CONHLY.

— C 106011 n B kKepax! — obbsBUNa cBOMU
ycnosus Bepa.
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— CHUMWU! — mama yrpoxawouwe Haxmypuna
6posu.

Bepa B3poxHyna u o4eHb mepneHHo, 6e3 Bcs-
KOro XenaHua npuHanacb crarmeatb ¢ cebs 6o-
TUHKW, C KOTOPbIX Py4bEM TeKNna MyTHas O3EpHas
BoAa.

Mpowno eweé MuUHYT OecATb, U AeBOYKa BMe-
CTe C MaMoii BCE-Taku nowna kynatbcs. OHa Bu3-
Xana, nuwana, nepenpbirmsana C HOrM Ha HOry
M C OMNackoi BCMaTpuBanacb B MYTHYIO BOAy.
Bopyr Tam KTO-TO NAbIBET?!

— He 6oiica, — Beceno coobwmna en mama, —
Tbl TaKk OpPéwb, 4TO BCEe pblibbl U NArywku nnbéo
ymepnaun ot ctpaxa, nmbo cbexanu B cocepHee
03epo.

Bepa kuBHyna u ans BEPHOCTU eLé pa3ok NpoH-
3UTENbHO KPUKHYNa rpOMKO-FPOMKO Ha BeCb fiec.

BapéHka, cupeswan Ha Gepery, kak pa3 go-
XeBana CBOE f6NOKO W yOUBNEHHO MocMoTpena
Ha Bepy. OHa cobupanacb 4TO-HMOYaAb CKa3aTb,
HO TYT 3aMeTuna Ha OOPOXKEe AO0XAEBOro 4yep-
BKa M CO BCex Hor Bpocunacb K HEeMy 3HaKko-
MUTBLCS.

B otnnume ot Bepwbl, Bapéuka He 6osnacb Ha-
CeKoMbIX, HaobopoT, OHU e Hpasunucb. Ei Bce-
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raa XoTenocb NOTporaTb ManeHbKUX CYLLEeCTB,
nonsalowmx, nerawowmx n deralowmx BOKPYr Hee.
Xanb, 4TO B ropoae OHM BCTPEYanuCb LOBONbHO
penko.

Mocne nonyoHs mMama U OEBOYKU BEPHYNUCH
Aomon. Mama 3aHanack 06enom. A céctpbl nobe-
Xanu B oropoa pa3nobbiTe 4TO-HUOYAb BKYCHOE.

BuepawHsa uctopus ¢ naykom 3abbinacb, Ha-
cTpoeHne 6bino OTNM4YHbLIM, M Bepa 6eccTpawHo
cpbiBana C KycTa CUHIOIO XWMONOCTb, OTNambiBa-
na oT ynpyrow BeTKuM B Tenauvue Konuue oryp-
YUKW pa3Mepom C BapénuHy napowky un npobo-
Basa KMCNoBaTble Ha BKYC KPaCHble firoabl CMOpPO-
AVHbI, KOTOPble eaBa Hayanu nocnesatb. TONbKO
B ropox Bepa 3abupartbcs He pewanacb, Mano nu.
MoaToMy 3a HUM M 3a CaMOW BKYCHOW Aroaown,
KNyOHUKOW, NPUXOAMNOCH HblpsaTb Bapénke. Bnpo-
yem, ana kKnyobHukn 6bino paHosarto. U céctpam
yAanocb HaWTWU BCEro Napouyky sirod, NOKpacHesB-
wwnx ¢ ogHoro 6oka. Bce ocTtanbHble siroaku Obinu
3eNEHble, CNOBHO KaKOW-TO HepaguBbI XYLOXHWUK
nepenyTan Kpackv U packpacun NnakoMCTBO B He-
nOAXOAAWMNA LIBET.

Bpemsa Ha kpato neca TEYET COBCEM He Tak,
KaKk B ropoge. [leBO4KM camMu He 3ameTunu, Kak
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3a KynaHueMm, urpamu u c6opom sirog nponeten
uenbli AeHb.

Ho BOT conHue CTtano cMmaTbiBaTb CBOW Ny4un
B kKnybku 1 npaAtaTth Ux 3a ropusoHT. Betep ctux,
BUAMMO, ycTan 6eratb. N3 BbICOKOW TpaBbl NOAHSA-
nocb 06nako Menkux Kycaumx mowek. Bepa n Ba-
pPEHKA OTMAxuBanNUCb OT HUX PyKaMu U HaNOMu-
Hanu nponennepbl BepTtonéros. Mama cuaena
Ha Kayensx u c ynbibkoit Habniopgana 3a geTobMu.

— lMoyemy Teba He KycaloT? — cnpocuna Be-
pa, B o4epeaHoOW pa3 B3MaxHyB PYKOW.

— §1 HeBKyCHas, — Beceno oTo3Banacb mama.

— A 5 BKyCHasi, — CaM0OA0BONIbHO 3asBuna Ba-
péHka n notsHyna Bepy 3a ¢yt6onky. — lMoinpém
MYNBTUKU CMOTPETb.

Bepa kuBHyna u BMecTe C cecTtpon ybexana
B AOM.

Kak Tonbko 3a paeBoYykamMu 3akpbinacb ABepb,
apMua KOMapoB M MOLLEK NepeknioyMnach Ha «He-
BKYCHYI0» mMamy. OHa Heckonbko pa3 3abaBHO
B3MaxHyna pykamu v TOXe CKpblnacb B AOMe.
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epen CHOM Mama B3sina CO CTOna KHWry
Cc ¢daHTacTuyeckonm ucrtopuen u cobpanacb
nountatb gesoydkaMm. OHa 3axrna Topwep,
yaobHO ycTpounacb Ha AvBaHe B FOCTWUHOW, OT-
KpbiNa KHUrY Ha TOW CTpaHuue, rae OCTaHOBMU-
nacb B4Yepa.

— Mam, a Tebe B OeTCTBE TOXE YMTanu KHUX-
kn? — cnpocuna Bepa.

— Mana yutan.

— A mama? — cHoBsa cnpocuna Bepa. OHa Hu-
Korga He sugena csow 6abyuwiky, MamMuHy Mamy,
3Hana TONbKO, YTO Ta XUBET rae-To Aaneko, kyaa
HenpocTo pobpartbca. Ewé Bepa 3Hana, 4to 6a-
6ywka yexana B 970 «Aaneko», korga mame 6bino
OAVHHAAUATbL NeT, U C Tex Nop OHU He obLWanuch.

— Mama He uymtana. OHa cKa3ku pacckasbl-
Bana.

— Kakue? OepeseHckue? Mpo KpacHyio La-
noyky n Konobka? — Bepe sapyr ctano nwobo-
NbITHO, HA KaKUX UCTOPUSX BbipoCna eé mama.

— Mpo nec, Jlewero n Xo3snky Tauru, npo
nTuy, 1 3sepen, Npo 60NOTHbIE KaMHW... A ewe
npo Ckbipny.

— 370 KTO0? — CECTPLI Noaceny nobnuxe K mMa-
M€ W NPUroTOBUMAUCL CAYLIATb.
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— Ckblpna — 370 MeaBeab 3aKONA0BaHHbLIA, —
mama 3acmesnacb. — $H 3TOro menBens BCE
netcTtBo 6osnacb, Aaxe cnana C ronosBow nog
OLEsNOM.

— A pacckaxw Ham Cka3Ky M3 CBOero aer-
ctBa, — nonpocuna Bepa u cpady pobasuna: —
Tonbko He CTpawHylo, He nNpo Ckbipny.

Mama otnoxuna kHuUry, nogymana HEeMHOro
M HakoHeL Hayana pacckasbiBaTb:

— [laBHbIM-DABHO NEC, YTO HAYMHAEeTCHA 3a Ha-
wuM 3a60pom, 6bin cka3oyHbIM. MHOro Yyaec cny-
4anocb B HEM, MHOIMO HEBEPOSRTHbLIX UCTOPUIA pac-
CKa3blBanM MEeCTHble XuTenu. A Ha 3TOM CamMoM
MecTe, rge cenvac CTOUT AefyWwKWH AO0M, CTOs-
na setxas usba, a 8 u3be xun Jlewwin. Jlewwii
Obln OrPOMHOr0 POCTa, LWMPOKOMNEYUA, CTaTHBIN.
Ero Teno 6bin0 NoOxoxe Ha CTBON BbICOXWEro ae-
pesa 6e3 eAuMHOro NUCTOYKA, KOXa — BCS B Ye-
wyiikax »n noxouHkax, CNOBHO COCHOBas Kopa.
JlapoHn 1 CTynHM OrpomHble. Ha ronose BMecCTO
BONOC B pPa3Hble CTOPOHbI TOpYanWu ronbie BETBMW.
M nuwb rnasa y Hero 6binM Kak y 4enoseka:
Gonblume, AcHble U ronybbie-ronybule, kak He6o.

Jlewwnidi Xun Ha OKpavHe AepeBHWU, KO3y aAep-
Xan, 3a flecoM npucMmarpusan — He 3a BCewu
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Taurown, a TONbKO 3a peakuMu COCHamu OTcloaa
n no 60noT. XXMUBOTHLIX neyun, rpubbl U Aroabl
pactun. C oxoTtHukamu apyxun. C Temu, KTO 0xo-
TUNCA NO HEo6Xx0aMMOCTH, 4YTOOLI AeTeit KOPMUTD,
a He papu ypoBonbCTBuA. ECnn KTO-TO B necy Te-
pancs, Jlewwuii ero goMon Bo3Bpawian. bpakoHb-
epoB, HaoboOpoOT, HakaabliBan, 3asoaAun B TOMNU
M OCTaBnan Tam, NOKa He MOYMHEIOT.

HepeBeHckue Jlewero ysaxanu, 3a COBETOM
npuxoaunu, 3a nomouwpio. Ho n nobansanuch, ko-
HEYHO, BCE-TaKM X03sMH neca. Kak-to Bevyepom
BepHynca Jlewwmin n3 neca, CMOTPUT, a Ha ero
Kpbinbue CBEPTOK nexwr. MNogxan, a Tam mnage-
Heu. KpoweyHas agesBoyka, pa3amepom He Gonblue
napowku. Takas maneHbkas, cnabas, ene xuvBas,
CMOTpeTb CTpawHo. B3poxHyn Jlewwun, 3aHEC
ManbilWKy B AOM, Ha neyb ynoxun. U3 pepesa
M KYCKa KOXW COOpPYyAMN 4YTO-TO BPOAE MOUNbHU-
Ka u pan pebeHKy Ko3be MONOKO.

MHoOro aHe u Houyewn NPOBEN cTapblii Jlewwuin
BO3/1€ MaNEHbLKOW AeBOoYKkU. Jonro He Obin B necy,
HE NOMOran XWBOTHbIM, HEe BbIBOAWN U3 neca 3a-
6GnyAVBLUMXCA MNYTHUKOB, HO B KOHUE KOHLOB
BbIXOAUN ManbiwKy. A NOCKONbKY 3a AEeBOYKOW
HUKTO He npuweén, Jlewwnii octasun e€ y cebs.
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Tak y Hero nosBunacb NpuUémHan aoys. Hassan
OH eé Mapdoi, 4TO 3HaAYMT XO03AKKa, Hay4un no-
HMMaTb S3blK 3BEepen M NTuy, pacnyTbiBaTb nec-
Hble TPONbl, BbIBOAUTbL NYTHUKOB M3 neca, pas-
6upaTtbCcs B TpaBax, neyuTb AepeBbsi. B obwem,
BCEMY, 4TO CaM ymesn, TOMYy Hayyun.

Korpa Mapda Bbipocna, Jlewuwn npepno-
XUNn e nepebpartbCa B ropoa M XuTb cpeawu
niopen. B 1o BpemMs kak pa3 Henoganéky cran
pacTu 6onbluoi KpacuBblii ropoa. Jliogu u3 pe-
peBHW nepeeaxanu, 3abbiBanu Npo Nec Co Bcemwu
ero vyaecamMm U ckaskamu, 3abbiBanu OHU
n npo Jlewero.

Ho Mapda He 3axotena XuTb B ropoge cpeau
mopen. OHa noxenana ObiTb XO3AMKOW neca, Kak
€€ NPUEMHbIA oTeu. Ywna B caMoe cepaue Taumruy,
Tyaa, rae 3a 60N0TUCTLIMM TOMAMKU Nexan AUKUA
M HEeNpoOXoauMbIN nec, Kyaa Ao Mapdbl He xoaun
HU OAMH YenoBexk.

Tam Mapda noctpouna cebe AOM 1 NpuUHNA-
nacb 3abotutbes 0 nece. OHa Bbipawmeana Mono-
asle enu, neuyvna 3sepent u ntuy. Cnywana ckas-
KU CTapbix gepesbeB. N NOCTENeHHO nec NpuHan
eé, zarosopun c Hein. Mapda ctana Xoasaikon
Tanrn.
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foBopaT, Xo3sika Tamrm U No cei AeHb XUBET
B CBOEM aome B camoin vawe. OHa 3HaeT Bce
CKa3kM M BCE TaWHbl 3TUX NECOB, XPaHUT nec
OT caMmbix pasHbix 6ean: oT noxapos, 6onesHen
N OT 3AbiX NIOAEN.

Mama 3amonuyana v 3agymMymBO NOCMOTpe-
na Kyaa-to BAanb, B TEMHOTY HOYM 3@ OKHOM,
B NECHyi0 Yawly. Bepa noaymana, 4to 310 Aaneko
He BCHA UCTOPUSA, YTO Mama 3HaeT NPOAONXEeHWe,
HO He X04YeT paccka3sblBaTb.

— 300poBO, — BbLIAOXHYNA AEBOYKA, — A TOXE
TaK XO4y, XO4y CTaTb X03saikon Tairu!

— Tbl xe 6ouwbca Bcero, — ynbibHynacb mMa-
mMa, — 3Bepeit, NTuu, Hacekombix. N nec Tebe
He HpasuTca. Tebe Obl B NnaHweT uenbiii AeHb
urpatb UM MyNbTUKW CMOTPETD.

Bepa oTtmaxHynacob:

— Bcé pasHO xouy!

— WU a xo4y, — TyT Xe noppepxana cecrpy
Bapénka. MpocTo Tak nogaepxana, 3a KOMNaHuio,
OHa JaBHO K/ieBana HOCOM U Mano BCAywmBanach
B UCTOPMIO.

— XOTAT OHW, — }bIpKHYNa Mama, — TOXe MHe
cyacTbe, BCIO XW3Hb B OAMHOYECTBE B necy
NPOXuUTb C BONKamMn u measeasmu. Hu cembm,
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HU Opy3ei, TONbKO COCHbI. M BooGLLE, NO3QHO yXe.
Mapw B kpoBaTb!

JJ,eaqum HEeXO0TH nonnenucb ymMmbiBatbCH, 4UC-
TUTb 3yObl, HageBaTb NUXambl U YKNaAbiBaTbCs
cnaTtb. Yxe néxa B kposatn, Bepa cnpocuna:

— A yt0 cTtano ¢ Jlewunm? Tbl Xe roBOpuLLb,
TYT paHbwe 6bin ero gom?

Mama nonpasuna gesouykam ogesna.

— [oBopaT, KOrga nioAn nepecrann BepuUTb
B CKa3ku, BCE marmyeckoe, 4yto Obino B necy,
ucyesno. A Jlewun nNpocTo YCHyn, CTan O4HUM
U3 Cyxux AepeBbeB, YTO CTONT BOKpYr. lMpurns-
AUCb NOBHUMATENbHEE, U, MOXET, OTbILELWb cpeau
HUX TO, YTO paHblie Obino Jlewwum.

Bepa kuBHyna u 3akpbina rnasa. OHa eweé
He 3Hana, 4To Jlewwin U3 MamMMHON CKasku Aen-
cTBUTENbLHO cywecTeyeT. OH 1 npasaa MHOro net
cnan psaoM C 3TUM AOMOM WU TOAbKO NPOCHYN-
cs. OTo cHa ero pa3byavn BepuH kpuk, u Jlewwi
CTOSIN celyac Nnog OKHAMW UX NecCHOro aoma
M Cnywan MamuHbl CKa3kwu.







Taaka, ¢




6bl4HO B KaHukynbl Bepa cnut po obepa,

OO TOr0 MOMEHTa, MOKa Mama He Ha4HET

eé cHayana 3BaTb, @ NOTOM JIErOHLKO TPSACTU
3a NNeYo U HeMHoro cepautbes. Ho B TO yTpoO
Bepa HEOXWAaHHO NPOCHyNacb COBCEM paHo.
ConHue ewé He BCTano, 3a OKHOM Opeaxun
HeyBepeHHblW pacceeT. He Ho4Yb U He yTpo, cepas
AblMKa, B KOTOPOM MOCTENEeHHO TaeT TEeMHOTa.

Bepa npucnywanacb. Ha KyxHe wymen YanHuk.
3HaunT, Mama yxe npocHynacb. JI€éxa Ha cnuHe,
Bepa cmoTpena B NOTONOK M pa3Mbilunana: BCTa-
BaTb WM eweé NoBanATLCA?

B 3T0T MOMEHT B Hebonblwylo CnanbHiO 3arns-
Hyna mama.

— He cnuwb? Xopowo. {4 noigy nporynsaioch
HEMHOro nNo necy, — W, AOXAasWKUCb, Noka Bepa
KVUBHET, pa3sBepHynacb 1 BbiwNa.

Bepa cnblwana, kak Mama BbIXOAUT BO ABOP,
KaK MypnbiyeT cebe noa HOC Kakyl-TO 3Hako-
MYIO NECHIO, KaK CKPMNAT NOTPEBOXEHHble BO-
poTa — W HakOHeLu Ha ABOP CHOBa OMNyCKaeTcs
COHHas yTpeHHss TuwuHa. Kakoe-to Bpems Bepa
eweé npucnywmsanacb: 3a OKHOM eaBa ChbllWHO
nenn ntuubl. HakoHeu geBoyka 3akpbina rnasa
M MeAneHHO Norpyaunacb B COH...
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OHa npocHynacb OTTOro, YTO CKPWUNHyna BXOA-
Has ABepb U KTO-TO BOWEN B AOM. CkBO3b COH
Bepa nogymana, 4To Mama CAMWKOM ObICTPO Bep-
Hynacb, MoxeT, 3abbina 4To-T0?

Ho TyT B cocepHen kOMHaTe pas3gancs wene-
CTALMIA CTap4yecKui ronoc, OCTOPOXHO NONyLué-
NOTOM 30ByWMIA KOro-To. B cekyHay coH cneten
¢ Bepbl, cnosHo ero n He 6bino. Jlunkuii nepsa-
HOW yXac ckoBan Teno. Bepa nocmoTtpena Ha 3a-
HaBecCKy, OTAENNIoWY CNanbHO OT FOCTUHOM,
a MbICAN NOHECNUCb B ronose, kak TabyH o6es-
yMEBLUMX NOLIaaen.

«Pa360iHuK, rpabutens, Kakon-To MOHCTP? Unu
370 Aeaywka npuexan? — nepebupana oHa Ba-
puaHTbl. — Hert, ronoc He apeaywkuH. Torga KT0?
YTO emMy HyXHO?»

A ronocos B KOMHaTte TeM BpPEeMEHeM CTano
pea. OauH — CTapyeckui, LWypLualwmn, Wwamkao-
WMA, MYXCKOW. [lpyroin — 3BOHKWUW, XEHCKUA, DO-
HOCALUMACA CNOBHO u3paneka.

— 3ppaBcTByiA, — 3awenecren CTapuk, — Aas-
HO He BMAENUChb.

— [1aBHO, — 4yTb YAMUBNEHHO OTBETUNA XEH-
wuHa, — A aymana, Het Tebs Gonbwe. OgHO pe-
PEBO OCTanNOChb, Cyxoe U 6e3Xn3HeHHOoe.
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— XuB eweé, XuB, — 3acMesncs CTapuk,
M CMex ero npo3By4Yan Kak LyplaHue COCHO-
BbIX BETOK Ha BETPy. — A 4TO cnan [onro, Tak
cama 3Haewsb: HeT Gonble Bepbl B BoNweGHOe
B HaweM necy. A 6e3 Bepbl U MeHs1 HeT.

— WU k10 Xe Teba pa3byaun? — cnpocuna
XeHWwuHa. — Y7o 3a cka3ouHWMKKU Takue 3abpenu
B TBOW nec?

— JeBoyka, — CTapuk CHOBa 3awenecrten, —
13 TBOMWX, BUAATb.

— W3 MOouX... — MNOBTOpPMNA XEHLMHA, U ro-

Nnoc eé ensa 3amMeTHO APOrHyn.

— Xoa3siowka, A 3a4em 3Ban-to 1ebs, — pesko
CMeHun Temy ctapuk. — [llocox s cBoi notepsn.
Tam, rae B 3eMnio ero BOTKHyN, AonxHa 6bina Ge-
pé3ka BbIpacTU, Aa HeT e€, OAWH NEeHEK ocTan-
csi. TOHeHbKWI, rNaakuii, BUAATb, CNUAUAK MOIO
6epé3oHbky. Tbl yx nomorn. Mue 6e3 noco-
Xa HUKaK Henb3fl, CUNbI-TO YXe He Te U namaTb
He Ta.

— EcTb y MeHs B cagy napa nogxoaswmx 6e-
pé3, — 3aAyMuMBO OTBETUNA XeHwwuHa. — Tonb-
KO npupétcs Tebe, Asaowka, 3a HUMU CaMOMy
npuittn. BcnomHuwbe aopory? Unu npucnatb KOro
3a To60n?
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Mocnbiwanca wWopox unu B3A0X. U XeHckui
ronoc NpoAoAXUN:

— Torpa pelweHo: 3aBTpa Ha paccBeTe NpuLl-
no K aomy 6enky, oHa NPOBOAMT.

Tyt Bepe Hapoeno 60ATbCSA, €i1 yXacHO 3axo-
TeNnoCb yBWAETb, KTO 3TW NIOAN B COCEAHEN KOM-
HaTe. OHa nogkpanacb K 3aHaBecke, Y4yTb OTOABM-
Hyna kpaih U OCTOPOXHO BbIFNSIHYNA B FOCTUHYIO.

A B cnepyiowylo CEeKyHAYy BCKPUKHyna OT Heo-
XWAAHHOCTW.

Mocpean kOMHaTbl Ha KOBpE cCuaen Oorpom-
HbIi NEepeBAHHbLIN Yenosek. Y Hero Obinu AnuH-
Hbleé HOrW, AJIMHHbIE PYKW U OrpOMHas ronosa,
a Ha ronose TopyYanu B pa3Hble CTOPOHbLI Bbl-
coxwwme BeTBu. Jlaxe cuas OH NOYTU AocTtasan
3TUMK BETBAMM OO0 NOTONKa. N CO CTOPOHbI Ha-
MOMUHAN OEPEeBSIHHYIO CTaTylo, HEMOHATHO 3ayem
OCTaBneHHyio B aome. lepen 3aTuM 4yaosuLEM
Ha CTeHe BUCeNno 3epkano B pame, GopMoi Hano-
MUHalowwen n3byliky Ha Kypbux Hoxkax. Ho Bme-
CTO OTpaxeHus 3epkano nokasbiBano cobecenHu-
Uy: BbICOKYIO CTaTHYIO XEHLUWHY B CTapOMOAHOM
3eNEéHOM nnarbe.

XeHwuHa OkuHyna AeBOYKY ObICTPbIM MPOH3U-
TenbHbIM B3rNsAoM. Ha MrHoseHue B €€ rnasax
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0OTpa3unucCb yauBnenuwe, niobonbITCTBO W, HaKo-
Heu, ToCKa. A NOTOM 3epKanbHas rnagb APOrHy-
na, » XeHwuHa ucyesna. A B 3epkane oTpasu-
nocb nepenyraHHoe BepuHo nuuo.

JepeBsaHHbIA 4enoBek BCE eweé cuaen Ha Ko-
Bpe, OH 06GepHyncs K OeBOYKEe U Tenepb C WHTe-
pecom eé paccmarpusan.

— He 6oiicss, — npockpunen ero crapyeckuin
ronoc. — A Jlewwin, cMOTpUTENb 3TOrO neca.
A Tebs He o6uxy.

Bepa He ycnena OTBeTWUTb, Tak Kak B 3Ty ce-
KyHAOY Yy Heé 3a CNUHOM paspgasncs cepavuTbii gert-
CKUIA ronoCcoK:

— Takoro He GblBaerT.

Bepa ob6epHynacb u yBugena cectpy. Ctos
B ABEPHOM npoéme, BapéHka Tépna COHHbIe rnasa
n cepauTo cmoTtpena Ha Jlewero.

— Jlewnx He cywectByet! — OHa BbINATUNA
HUXHIOIO ryOy.

Bepa, He pasaymbiBasi, noaxsatuna cectpy
Ha pyku. OHa cpoenana 3TO0 MalwUHaNbLHO, He-
BOMIbHO MOApaxas MaMWHOW peakuuw: Ta Bceraa
6pana BapéHky Ha pyku, 4TOObl 3aWMUTUTD.

Korpa Bepa obepHynacb, Jlewero B kKOMHarte
He Obino. C BapéHoi Ha pykax oHa nopbexana
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K OKHY W BbirsfiHyna u3-3a 3aHaBeCKu, B 3TO
Bpems Jlewwui cnycTUNCs C Kpbinbla U He cnewa
nNoWweén nNpoyYb OT Aoma.

Bepa pacTepsiHHO nocmoTpena Ha CcecTpy,
He Beps TOMYy, 4TO yBugena.

Y&

Korpa ¢ yTpeHHen nporynku BepHynacb Mama,
Bepa n Bapé€Hka C nopora NpUHSAUCbL pacckasbl-
BaTb €/ O HEOXWOAHHOM rocTe.

— Tbl TONbKO ywna, a oH npuwén. Orpom-
HbIA TakoW. CTpaweHHblI, AepeBaHHbI. Horu BCio
KOMHaTy 3aHumaloT. Pyku kak nonatbl. U rosopur,
roBOpuUT C 3epkanom. A OHO BonwebHoe... Kak
TenedOH nnn Tenesn3op, — 3aabIXasCb OT nepe-
NONHABLUMX €€ 3Mouuii, Tapatopuna Bepa.

— Bonbwywuin Takon. He cywecreyer xe? —
cepauto pobasnsana BapéHka.

Mama pacTepsiHHO CMOTpena Ha aouvepen.

— Mopoxaute, kTo npuweén? Korpa? A xe BO-
poTa Ha 3aMOK 3akpbina. Bac 4To, Hanyran KTo-10?

— Jlewwinr, — npowentana Bepa, — TOT Ca-
Mblii, U3 cka3ku. Tbl Xe BYepa pacckasbiBana.
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Mama Ha cekyHaoy 3aaymanacb, MOTOM BCMOM-
Huna u ynbibHynach.

— AX, BOT B 4EM Aeno. 3To BaC BYEpaALLHAR
cka3ka Tak Bneyatnuna. Hy Ttorpa BCE NOHATHO.
A 2-TO aymaio, 0 4ém 310 Bbl? Bonblywwii, gepe-
BSIHHbIN... Hapo OblN0 HaM BCE-Taku BYEpa KHUX-
KY 4ATaTb, @ He CTapbleé CKa3Ku PacckasbiBaTb.

Bepa xoTtena BO3pa3uTb, CKa3aTb, 4YTO CKa3-
Ka TYT HU npu 4ém, a Jlewwnin Obin HACTOALLUNA.
Ho y mambl 3a3soHun TenedoH, U OHa nocne-
wwuna oTeeTuTb. HaBepHoe, 3BOHOK Obin BaXHbIM,
Mama cpasy M3MEHUNacb B NUUE U AaXe LUNKHY-
na Ha BapéHky, koTopas npogonxana 4ro-To pac-
cKa3blBaTh.

A Bepa 6onblie He rosopuna O HEXAAHHOM
rocre.

«Kakoi cmbiCn, Mama BCE paBHO He nose-
putl» Mama Bcerga paccrpavBaercs, korga Bepa
roBOPUT O MNONETAx Ha KOCMWUYECKUX Kopabnsx,
0 4yyauwax, KOTOpble XWBYT NOA KpPOBaThblo,
WAN O MPUKNIOYEHUAX B COCEAHEM WU3MepeHuw,
roe Bepa B 0auHO4YKY cnpaBunacb C AByMsA ge-
CATKAMWN BOOPYXEHHbIX KOCMUYECKMX 3axBaTyu-
koB. Mame ropa3go 6onbwe HpaButca 06CyX-
natb ¢ Bepoi Wwkony, OUEHKU UNU KPYXOK NEeHUs.
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MoaTtomy pesouyka monya obaymbiBana yTpeHHee
npoucwecteue. OHa Npokpy4uBana B ronose ma-
MUWHY BYEpaLWHIO CKa3Ky u pasrosop Jlewero
C XeHuwwuHown B 3epkane. U Bcé Gonbwe u 60nb-
we yguensanacb. Bepa cnbliwana, kak Jlewwui Ha-
3BaN XEHLWMHY «XO3R\IOWKOW», U aoraganacb, 41O
3TO M eCTb Ta camas Xo3fahka Taurun, 0 KOTOpoWwn
pacckasbiBana mama. 3HauuT, 310 6bina He ckas-
ka? Xossika Tavru un Jlewwuin AencTBUTENLHO Cy-
wecTsyiloT?!

Ho 6bin0 BO BCEM 3TOM pa3roBOpe M B CaMown
XEHLMHE YTO-TO ewé, YTO-TO CTPaHHOE U TawuH-
CTBEHHOe. TO Nn TO, Kak YAUBAEHHO U FPYCTHO
cMmoTpena Xossika Tairn Ha Bepy, TO nu kakowu
OHa OKasanacb MOMOAOW, a MOXET, BCE Aeno B eé
nmue, TakoM 3HaKoMOM, ByATO OHW yXe BCTpeva-
NCb paHbLue.

Bepa Tuxo nopowna kK BonwebHOMYy 3epka-
Ny U OCTOPOXHO 3arnsHyna B Hero. Hwyero ma-
ruyeckoro. BnonHe oOblMHOE 3epkano. A B HEM
oTpaxaeTcs Xyaas ANMHHAs packocas AeBYOHKa
CO CBETNbIMW KOCUYKAMWU U 3eNEHbIMU rnasamu.
Bepa nocrtyyana no crekny, nouckana Ha pame
KaKylo-HMOyab KHOMKY, Kak Ha TenedoHe wnu Te-
neBn3ope, HO 3epkano MnokasbiBano TONbko Bepy.
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OHa B3aOXHYyNna v Bbiwna Bo ABop. En 6bino
CTPaWHO: rae-To psgoMm, cpeau Aepesbes, 6po-
Aun orpoMHbin Jlewwnin. Bepa noctosna Ha Kpbiib-
ue, BrNsabiBasCb B NPOCBETbI MEXAY AEepeBbAMMU,
HO HUKOro He yBuaena. Tonbko BapéHka ka-
Yanacb Ha OrpoOMHbLIX Kayensx nocpegu AsBopa.
Bepa cena pspom, TO U Aeno 03upascb, onaca-
ACb, KaK Obl AEPEBSHHbLIN BENWKaH He noakpancs
K HUM. Ho BenukaHa Hurpge He 6bINO, a Kayenwu,
packa4ymMBasCb C NErkKUM CKPUNOM, YHOCUNU AEeBO-
Yek BCE BbilLe W Bblle OT 3eMAun.

Bepa otorHana ot cebs CTpalHble MbICAK, 3a-
Kpbina rnasa v rpoMKO-rpoOMKO 3anena npunes
MaMUHOWN NIOOUMOI NecHwu:

BambiBas Bbiwe enu,
He Bepas nperpag,
Kpbinatble kasenu
Netar, netar, nerar.
Kpbinatble kasenu
Netar, netar, netar.

Beuepom, néxa B kpoBatu, Bepa yxe 3aco-
MHeBanacb, Cnyyunacb nuM 3ta UCTOpPUS C Heu
Ha caMOM gene wuauM e NPocTo NPUCHUANCSH

NecHa «Kpbinatble kayenu» (cnosa lOpus 3HTUHA, My3bika
Esrenus Kpbinatosa).
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coH. OHa B3pbixana, BOpoYanacb, HanNpPsAXeEH-
HO npucnywusanacb K HO4YHbIM LWOPOXaM B AOMe
n 3a OKHOM. HO nocrteneHHo yCTanocCtb ﬂOﬁeJ:lM-
na, u, NpuxaswuUcb K TEénnoMy 60Ky mnapwei
cecTpbl, Bepa ycHyna.






o4ybio Bepe cHunca nec. BeckoHeuHble

pPAnbl BbICOKUX COCEH THAHYNIUCb K Heby

u wypwanu ot BeTtpa. OHa cTosna 60CcnKoM
Ha ryctoM 3enéHon Tpase, CMOTpena B CuUHee-
cuHee He6o, npucnywmsanacb. A LWOPOX COCEH
CTaHOBUNCA BCE rpomMye, BCE OTHETAMBEE, U BOT
OHa yXe CMOrna pasnuyinTb OTAENbHbie CnoBa.
Bepa noHsna, 4To BeTpa HET COBCEM, a COCHbI
HE KayaloTCA WU LWEeNecTaT, OHWU MOIOT, U OHAa Chbl-
WUT cnosa ux necHu. CnbiWKT U NOHUMAET.

Bepa B3gporHyna, pe3ko cena Ha KpoBaTw,
CTpsiXHyna ¢ cebsi CTpaHHbIA COH, NpUCnywanach.
B cocegHen komHaTe xoguna mama. Korana Bepa
BbiMNIfHYNa M3-32 3aHaBEeCKW, Mama pacyécbiBana
CBOV ANIMHHbIE CBET/Nble BONOCH nepea Bonweot-
HbiM 3epKanoM 1 TUXO Hanesana.

— Tbl onaTb BCTana HU CBET HU 3apa? — yau-
BUNacb oHa. — Hy n otamyHo! MHe TyT TOXe Aonro
He cnutcs. A 6auMHoB Hanekna. Byanews? 3asTpa-
Kav, a a8 B Tennuuy nownay, nonblo AefyLWKWHbI
orypubl ¥ NOMUAOPLI, — U Mama Bbilna U3 Aoma.

Bepa nowna Ha kyxHi0. Hanuna cebe 4an, no-
cTana u3 xonogunbHuUka crywéHky. W yxe xorena
CeCTb 32 CTON, HO TYT yBuAena y OkHa, Bo3ne Ko-
pobku C NeyYeHbem, ManeHLKoro Ceporo 3BepbKa.
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Ecnu 661 Bepa npucmotpenacb, oHa noHsna Gbl,
4yTo nepepn Hel o6blyHAA necHas 6enka. OuyeHb
Munas u cumnarnyHas. Ho Bepa ucnyranace,
NPOH3UTENbHO 3aBU3Xana M BbIPOHUNA KPYXKY.
Ta ypapunacb 06 NOn C rAyxvM CTYKOM, BOKPYr
cTona MrHoBeHHO o6pa3oBanocb YaHOEe MOope.

Benka oTckouuMna B CTOPOHY W BbINPbIrHyna
B pacnaxHytoe OkHO. Bepa nepectana kpu-
4aTb, HEMHOrO MOCTONNA, NMOTOM TSXENOo B3A0X-
Hyna W, B3fIB TPSNKY, NPUHANACb BbLITUPATb
nyxy. OHa n cama He 3Hana, noyemy Tak 6o-
WUTCS BCEro XWBOro: NTUL, 3BEpPEi, HACEKOMbIX,
haxe KpacwBbix 6ab6o4ek n COBCTBEHHYIO KOLLUKY
®dumy. BoiBano, duma noxunace Ha Bepwu-
Hy KpoBaTtb, U Toraa Bepa nogonry yrosapusa-
na eé ynutu, kmpana B KOWKY MSrKUMW WUrpyLu-
KaMu u“nau npocuna mamy nomMoYb, HO cama
He noaxoguna 6nu3ko. Mama yaumensnacb, cep-
auvnacb, 06bACHANA, yroBapuBana, HO HU4Yero
He Morna nogenatb ¢ BepuHbiMM cTpaxamu.

N BCE Xe 0AHO Oeno Kowka, U COBCEM Apy-
roe — AvKUA NecHOW 3sepb, NyCTb Aaxe u benka.
Bepa ybeauna cebsi, 4TO 3akpuyana He OT CTpa-
Xa, a OT HEOXWUOAHHOCTW, BbiTEpna Nyxy Ha nony,
cena nNUTb Yawn.
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OHa cupena HaANPOTUB OKHA, BHUMATENbHO
CMOTpena Ha Kavalowuecs Ha BeTpy 3aHaBse-
CKW, onacascb, 4TO Harnas 6Genka BepHETCSH.
Ho B OkOHHOM npoéme nokas3anacb He 6enka,
a Jlewuin. OH Wén no nonsHe NpPAMO K Aae-
BOYKE.

Jlewwnin 3arnsiHyn B OKHO, C TPYAOM NPOCYHYB
CBOIO BETBUCTYIO AEPEBAHHYIO rONoBY, U CNPOCUN:

— Tl 3a4yem Genky-to nporHana? Kak s 6e3
Heé popory Hanay?

Bepa 6bina Tak owapaweHa W HanyraHa, 4To
He MOrna ckasaTb HM cnosa. Tak U cugena Ha Ta-
6ypeTke C OTKPbITLIM PTOM, CXUMasi B pyke Tén-
NblA MacneHbld 6nuH.

— Yero mMonuuwe-10? — yausuncs Jlewwii.

— 9 eé€ ucnyranacb, — PacTepPsHHO OTBETU-
na Bepa.

— Yero eé 6osTbca-T0? Benka kak 6enka, Hu-
yero ocobeHHoro. 9x, — Jlewwuit Taxeno B3[0X-

HYN, — W 4TO NPUKaxelwb Tenepb Aenarb?

— He 3Hal0, — BCE TaK Xe pacTepsiHHO OTBe-
Tuna Bepa.

— He 3Haw, — nepegpa3Hun eé Jlewun. —
A k1O 3HaeT-T0? [la u Xossika Tebe He uvyxas.
Bot B3sna 6bl n oTBENa CTapuka.
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— Kak 3T0o «He yyxas»? — Bepa coBcem pac-
Tepsnacs.

OHa yxe noytn He 6osnack Jlewero, Kak-To
cMupunacb C ero CyueCTBOBaHWEM, HO HUKakK
He Morna noHATb, O YEM OH roBopuTt. CnoBHO
Kakan-To TavHa AonXxHa 6bina BOT-BOT OTKPbITLCS.
Ho Jlewwir 6onblue HU4ero He ckasan, oH obep-
HyNncs, nocmotpen Brnybb oropoaa, TOPONAUBO
OTOWEN OT OKHA M UcYe3 3a AepPeBbAMMU.

Yepe3 MUHYTY Ha Kpbinbue nokasanacb mama.
B opHoW pyke oHa Hecna rny6oKyl MUCKY C Oryp-
uamu, a B gpyron cxumana tenedoH. Bug y Heé
Obin pacTepsiHHbIN.

— Bep, MHe ¢ paboTbl BCE Bpems 3BOHAT. [1po-
CAT CPOYHO BbICNaTb AOKYMEHTbI, O4€Hb BaXHble, —
OHa TAXEeNno B3AOXHyna. — A 34eCb Aaxe uHTep-
HeTa HeT. Kak aymaewb, ecnu 1 B ropof Cbesaxy
HeHaponro, Bbl 6€3 MeHs npoaepxurtecs? 9 Bo-
poTa 3aKpOoI0 Ha KoY, 4TOObI K BAM HUKTO 4yXOW
He 3aWeén, eabl OCTaBAK U A0 TEMHOTbI BEPHYCb.

Bepa 3apymanacb. [loma mama 4acto OCTae-
nana e€ ogHy wnu BABOEM C Bapénkon. U cé-
CTpaM 3TO Hpaswunocb. Be3 B3pOCnbIX OHW NO-
[ONry CMOTpenu Tenesu3op, urpanu B nnaHwer
MAN KOMMNbIOTEP, NpbIrann NO KPOBaTAM, Tackanu
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M3 KYXOHHOro wkada cnagoctu — OAHUM CNOBOM,
BECeNMAUCb Kak mornu. Ho oaHoO aeno — octaTb-
CA B rOPOACKOM KBapTupe u COBCEeM apyroe —
B OepeBHe, rae KpyroMm nec u, Kak B Ckaske, 4y-
peca v newwuint 6poaut. Xota B Jlewero mama
He noBepuna, a Bepa Gonbwe He cobupanackb
eé ybexparb.

— Ckonbko Tebs He 6ypeT? Yaca pga-Tpu? —
cnpocuna Bepa.

— bonbwe. Yaca aBa MHe TONbLKO A0 ropo-
na pobupartbcsi, — BUMA Y MaMbl Obln COBEpLUEH-
HO HeCYaCTHblii. — MOXHO, KOHEYHO, BMecCTe
noexatb. HO TyT A0 wWwoOCCe MUHYT TpuauaTb TO-
natb, a ¢ Bapénkon Boobwe 4ac. Motom aBTob6yC

XAaTtb, exaTb... — OHa ONATb B3A0OXHYNa U C Ha-
Aexaon NocMoTpena Ha [oub.
— JlapHo, — HexoTs cornacunac Bepa, —

e3xan no csoum genam. Mbl noka MynbTUKU NO-
CMOTPUM, Ha Kayensax nokavaemcs, 6nuHbl BCce
cbeaum.

— W 6nuHbI, 1 Kawy, U neYeHbe — BCE ellb-
Te, — 3akvsana mama. — Ecnu 4To, 3BOHU. Y Te-
69 TenedoH 3apaxeH?

W, He poxupascb OTBETa, OHa nowna npo-
BEpATb, 3apsxeH nu BepuH TenedoH. A Bepa
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ocTanacb CUAETb Ha KyxXHe W HeaoBONbHO 6y6-
HUTbL cebe nop Hoc: «Ecnu 4to, 3BOHWU. ECcnn 4T0?
Ecnu 6nuHbl 3akoH4aTca? UMnu ecnu Hac ytawwmt
[epeBsiHHbIA MOHCTP BbLICOTOM ¢ gom?» Ho cama
Bepa cnabo Bepuna, 4To Jlewuini MOXeT UM Ha-
BpeauTb. Ha Bua oH Gbin nobpbim n 6e306ua-
HbIM U AaxXe He yAUBUTENbHBIM U Marnyeckum,
KaKk OHa aymana BHayane, a NpoCTO CTPAHHbIM.
Beab 3TO CTpaHHO, KOrga pPAAOM XOAUT XWUBOE
[epeBO C rnasamu, fga ewe v 3asBnseTcs K Bam
B rOCTUHYIO KaK Kk cebe AOMOW.

Moka Bepa paambiwnsna, mama yxe cobpa-
nacb exatb B ropoa, pasbyauna BapéHky, opena
eé, npuyecana wn ycapuna 3aBTpakatb 6nu-
Hamu. Motom oHa gmonro obwbscHana Bepe, 4TO
MM MOXHO genatb, a 4Yero Henb3s. B asepsx no-
npocuna BapéHky cnywartbca cecTtpy, a Bepe
HanoMHWNa, 410 Ta B NOOO MOMEHT MOXET no-
3BOHUTbL. Bepa TONbKO XMblKHyna.

[eBouyku NpoBOAUNAM MaMy A0 KanuUTKW, YChbl-
Wwanu, KaKk B 3aMKe CHapyXw MNOBEPHYNCA KoY.
BepHynucb B AOM 1 cenn CMOTPEeTb Tenesu3op.
MuHyT Yepesa Tpuguatb y Bepbl 3a3BoHun Tene-
¢oH, Mmama pobpanacb A0 aBTOOYCHOI OCTAHOBKMU
M XoTena NpoBepuTb, BCE NN B NOPSAKe.
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Bepa 3aBepuna €€, 4To BCE XOpPOLWO, Nonpo-
wanacb U B Ty X€ MUHYTY ycChnbllwana BO ABOpe
wenecTawwmii ronoc Jlewero.

Bepa nopowna K OKHY U OCTOPOXHO BbirNsHy-
na u3-3a 3aHasBeckwu. Jlewmin cuaen Ha Kpbinbue,
a no Hemy, Kak No CTBONY AepeBa, HOCUnacb Ma-
neHbkas cepas 6enka.

OT1 Takoih Harnoctun Bepa ax 3apoxHynach.
Y10 3710 BOOOWE 3HauuT? [oyemy Jlewwun co-
BCEM He MNpAYeTcs, XOAUT BOKPYr UX AOMa, HUKO-
ro He 6outca? lpe aTo BMAAHO, Y4TOObLI CKA304HbIE
cyuiecTBa Tak cebs senu? Bepa pacnaxHyna OKHO.

— On! Bl yero TyT cuaute? Y10 Bam HyXHO? —
KPUKHYNa OHa W cpasy Xe Nno4vyBCTBOBana psi-
AOM C nne4yoMm TEnnyw LWEKY cecTpbl. BapéHka
3aneana Ha CTyn U TOXe BbICYHynacb B OKHO.

— W-w! — wukHyn Ha Bepy Jlewwmn. — He kpu-
yn! A 10 onaTb 6enky Hanyraewsb. A 8 €€ TONbKO
ycnokoun. Tol 6bl Nyywe yroctuna e€ yem-Hubyab.

— Y Hac nevyeHbe eCTb, — LWENOTOM MNOACKAa-
3ana BapéHka.

Bepa HekoTOpOe BpemMs Tapawwmnacb Ha ce-
cTpy, 6enky u Jlewero. MNoTtomM HexoTs nowna
Ha KYXHIO, BbiTawmna M3 Ba304KU Napy NeYeHio-
WeK U OCTOPOXHO BbllNa Ha KPbinbuo. BapéHka
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He oTcTaBana OT Heé€ Hu Ha war. OHa 4TO-TO
cnpawwvsana, HoO Bepa He cnywana. [leBouka no-
NoXuna neyYeHbe Ha nepwna v OTowna 4yTb B CTO-
POHY, NomMana 3a nneyn BapéHky u Kpenko npu-
Xana k ce6e.

Benka 3ametuna neyeHoe U nepenpbirHyna
c nneya Jlewero Ha nepuna. [1BymMA nepepHu-
MW nankamu B3sna yrowieHue, crana rpbi3Tb ero
oCcTpbiMu 3y6amMu, TO U geno C ONackou norns-
AblBas Ha pesovek. BapéHka paccmartpuBana
6enky u ynoibanacb, Bepa BHMMaTenbHO cCMoTpe-
na Ha Jlewero.

— Bbl 41O, npaspa HacTosAwwmi Jlewnin? Kak
B CKa3kax? — cnpocuna oHa.

— A 10 kak xe! CaMbii HacToswmn, — ropao
0TO3BanNCH rocrb.

— A 3a4yem Bbl K HaM B AOM 3abpanuce?

— YT106blI C XO3fIlOWKON cBA3aTbCcA. B pome
eé 3epkano, no30BEWb €€ N0 MMEeHW, OHO
XO3RI0WKY-TO U NOKaXeT, NOroBOpuTb C HEW no-
3BONUT. A MHE OYeHb €€ MOMOLLb HYXHa.

Bepa 3apgymanacb, a noTom 3agana cneayio-
Lwue BOMpoChI:

— C Xoazsikon Tamrn?! Toi, 4TO OXpaHseT nec?
A oTKyaa y Hac eé€ 3epkano?
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— A cama-To He 3Haewsb? — yausuncs Jlewun.

Bepa nomotana ronoson.

— Xo3zarika Tanrn paHbwe B 3TOM AOME Xuna.
OasHo, korga eweé monogas Obina. A NOToM
B yally NecHylo ywna, 4ytobbl 3a Tawuroi npurns-
OblBaTb, CKA3KN XPaHUTb, NereHapl, nec 3awmwatb
1N BCEX, KTO B HEM XMWBET.

Bepa Haxmypunacs.

Heyxenu JNlewwit rosoput npo Mapgy? Xossin-
Ky Talrm u3 mMamumHon ckasku? Ho Begb OHa xuna
AaBHbIM-AaBHO. JleT CTO, a MOXeT, U ABEeCTU
Ha3ald. A XeHwwHa B 3epkane 6Gbina coscem
He CcTapoii.

Tyt 6enka poena neyveHbe, CNpbirHyna ¢ Kpbinb-
ua M nockakana Brnybb AeAyLKUHOro oropoaa.
JNlewwnin nposoaun €€ B3rNaaoM, TAXENO NOAHAN-
CA 1 3acnewwun cnegom.

— nMocton! — kpukHyna Bepa. — [lloyemy
Tbl CKa3an, 4to Xo3saka MHe He 4vyxas?

Jlewwmit octaHoBMNCA U OONr0 paccmarpusan
Bepy.

— He M08 310 TaliHa, — HakOHeL, OTO3BanCH
OH. — He MHe eé n packpblBaTb.

— A ybs? Ybs TaMHa? — He ycnokauvBanacb
Bepa.
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B orteser Jlewun Tonbko B3AOxHyn. Ho Bepa
He cobupanacb caaBaTbCA.

Bcio CBOIO XW3Hb, C CaMOro paHHero Aaer-
CTBa, OHAa Me4yTana okasaTbCs B Ckaske. KaxAabi
pas, koraa mMama yYutana e BonwebHble UCTo-
puM unn nerenpbl, Kaxaplii pas, korga Bepa cmo-
Tpena MynbTOUNbMbI, OHa rosopwuna: «f TOXe
Tak xouvy!» OHa meuTana BCTPETUTb BONLWEOHU-
Ka unn e, HanTM marunyeckuin aptedakr, oT-
NnPaBuTbLCA Ha KOCMWYECKOM kopabne B Apyryio
ranaktuky. Meuytana Tak CUAbHO U urpana B 3TO
Tak yBNEYEHHO, 4TO, Ka3anocCb, yXe noceTu-
na [ecaTok-gpyron MUMpOB M COBEpLUMna COTHIO
noABUroB.

M BOT ceiyac cka3oyHble cOObITUS pa3Bopayu-
Ba/MCb BCEro B HECKONbKMUX CAHTUMETPax OT KOH-
4Ynka BepuHOro Hoca, U HyXHO 6biN0 OTNPaBNATbL-
CA Ha NOWUCKWU NPUKIIOHEHWUIA.

— Mol nongém c Tobon! — 3asBuna Bepa.
M npexpe yem Jlewwuir ycnen Bo3pas3uTb, nosep-
Hynacb K Cectpe u nackoso cnpocuna: — Bapé-
Ha, Tbl Xe X0o4elwb NOWTU rynaTtb No necy? B ckas-
Ky Xo4ewb?

— Xouy, — ynbibHynacb cecTpa, W Ha LWekax
y Heé 0603HaYMNIUCL 04apOoBaTENbHbIE SMOYKW.
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— A Tbl noOMAEWwb cama, HoXKkaMn? — BCE Tak
Xe NnackoBO, HEMHOro Cioclokas, cnpocuna Bepa.

BapéHka pagoCcTHO 3akuBana.

— Croite 3pecb, 8 ceiyac, — ckomaHpoBana
Bepa u yb6exana B ooM.

B cnanbHe nop KpoBaTbiO OHAa OTbICKana CBOMU
piok3ak. 3acyHyna B Hero tenedoH, POoHapUK,
KPEM OT YKYCOB KOMapoB, Ténnble KOPpTbl Ans
cebs n BapéHku, Hanuna B NOXOAHYIO Gnaxky, No-
[APEeHHYI0 AeayLlwkou, BOAbl, Hacbinana B KapmaH
ne4yeHbs. MoToM 3arnaHyna B KOMHaTy ¢ 6ydeTom,
ocMoOTpena AeaywkuHbl 3anacbl, AOTPOHynacb A0
TeTUBbI NlyKa, BUCEBLLEro Ha CTEHe, HO B3ATb Opy-
Xwe He pewwwmnacbk. Bmecto atoro 6pocuna B piok-
3aK napy s6n0k 1 BbiGexana Ha KpbinbLUoO.

Newero n 6enkn Tam He 6bino. BapéHna nepe-
MWUHANAacb C HOMM HAa HOTY Ha CTyNeHbKax.

— Ohnu Tam, — oHa nokasana Brny6b oropoaa,
Tyna, rae pocnu KycTbl YepEMYXW, a 3a HUMU Ha-
YUHANUCb BBLICOKME COCHbl. — { npocuna noao-
XAaTb, @ OH He nocnyLwan.

— Bexum, — ckomaHgoBana Bepa, v oHu 6po-
cunucb BOroHsaTh Jlewero.






ewero AeBOYKM AOrHaNM Ha Kpaw Aeanyl-
KMHOrO y4acTka Yy BbICOKOro AOwartoro 3a-
6opa. OH obepHyncs, cMepun cecTép oue-
HUBaAWWWUM B3rMagomM U HeaQoBOJSIbHO nokadan ro-
NOBOIA:

— Martb-To Bac norepsieT HebOCb.

[leBOYKM XOPOM B3LOXHYNN.

— 9§ et noToM coobLieHne Hanuuwy, — ckasa-
na Bepa n nomaxana tenedoHoM.

Jlewwnin cHoBa nokayan ronoBOW, HO CNOPUTb
He cTtan. BMecto aTtoro nonoxun csou GonbLuy-
wue nagoHu Ha 3abop u 4to-T0 npobopmoTan.
B Ty Xe cekyHAy nepea HUMW BO3HWUKNA Kanutka.
OHa TOHEHbKO CKpUNHyna U pacnaxHynacb. benka,
Jlewunih 1 OeBOYKM WaArHynu 3a nopor u okasa-
nnCb B Necy.

Kanutka 3a nyTHUKaMu 3akpbinacb U MrHo-
BEHHO MUCYe3na, CNoBHO €€ u He Obino Hukorpa.
PoBHble AOCKM 3abopa NAOTHO NMPUMKHYNU Apyr
K Opyry.

HekoTtopoe Bpems Bepa paccmarpusana 3abop,
roe TONbKO YTO, Kak no BonwebCcTBy, BO3HMKNA
M TYyT Xe ucyeana kanutka. MNotom oHa pewmn-
TenbHO KWBHYNa u BMECTe C cecTpoi nobexana
3a Jlewwmm.
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Moa Horamu BuNacb TOHKAs NEcCHas TPOMWH-
Ka, a Nno o6eMMm CTOpoHaM OT Heé BO3BbIWANUCH
COCHbl 1 keapbl. Bo3ayx Obin CBEXUM W YUCTbIM,
BbICOKO Ha AepeBbAX Nenu NTuubl, a Ny4n COJH-
Ua NPOHWKANU CKBO3b UrofbYaTbie KPOHbI U APKU-
MU NaTHamu Gnectenu Ha popore, Tpase U nuuax
nyTewecTBEHHUKOB.

Bapéxka 6exana no TPonuHke, cCMesnachb U no-
BUNa B Naf0OHN HENOCEANMBbLIX COMHEYHbIX 3aiyum-
KoB. MHOorga oHa npuvHMManacb AOroHATL Genky,
ckayywylo snepeaw, 3sana €€ u npobosana nou-
MaTb, HO 6enka kaxablh pa3 okasbiBanacb Obl-
cTpee.

Bepa v Jlewwii wnm psgom 1 ¢ nio6onbLITCTBOM
nornaabiBany apyr Ha gpyra.

— A Xoasnka paneko XuBEtr? — cnpocuna
Bepa, eit Nnpuwno B ronosy, 4TO UX NyTellecTsue
MOXET CUNbHO 3aTAHYTbCS.

— Hepaneko. To nu cpasdy 3a necom, 1O v
3a 60n0TOM, — OTO3Banca Jlewwuit, — TOYHO-TO
i HE MOMHIO.

— Kak at0? — Bepa Cc COMHeHuem nocmorpe-
na Ha crtapwuka.

— [MMoHumaews, OT Bawero agoma no 6onort Ta-
HeTcs Mo nec. Koraa-to a1o 6bin 3amevarenbHbIn
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XBOMHbLIA nec, 6oraTbli, NNOAOPOAHBLIA U CKA304-
Hblii. B HEM pocno MHoxecTBO rpubos, siroa, pea-
KUX NEeKapCTBEHHbIX PACTeHWii, BOAUNOCL HECMeT-
HOE YUCNO 3BEeper U NTUU, B HEM XWIN ApeBHUE
ckaszaHua u nereHabl. Ckaskam Beob TOXE HyXeH
nOM. HoBble CKa3ku XUBYT B 3TOM TBOEM Tenesu-
30pe UAN Ha CTPaHULAX KHWM a cTapbie pycckue
cenaTcsa B necax.

— 9 30By TakMe UCTOPUU OEPEBEeHCKUMWU, —
no4yemy-to ckaszana Bepa. — Mama Ha 31O pyra-
eTCs, roBOpwUT, HE AepeBeHCKMe, a HapoAHbIe.

— MpaBunbHO 30BEWbL, — YynbibHYnca Jle-
LWWA, — paHblUe CKA3KW XWNu B AepeBHsX. A BOT
1 cam 6onblie COTHU NeT NPOXWUA Ha Kpal cena
cpeau niogenn. Ho NOTOM aepeBHU CTanu yax-
HYTb, ucyesaTtb. M3 HUX yexanu pertu, Mono-
nEXb. HekoMy cTtano cnywartb CKasku, BEpUTb
B CKa304HbIX CywlecTB, KONayHui, repoes. Bort
Mbl U ywnu B nec. A B necy noo6sbiknu, no-
06XunMCb N pactepsnu BCIO CBOIO BOAweEbHY0
cuny. Pycanka v BoasHon B pbi® npespatu-
nucb, BonwebHble 3Bepu 3abbinn YenoBeyveckui
A3bIK, a Mbl, Jlewue, cTanu Cyxumu MEPTBbI-
MW KOpSiramu, YCHYNU Ha [ONrue roabl Kaxabin
B CBOEM necy.
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— W yypnec coBcem He octanocb? — pasouva-
poBaHHO cnpocuna Bepa.

— Ocranucb, na mano. [lepeBbs cuny coxpa-
HUNU. Kegpbl cTOpoxeBble aa monoabie 6epésku.

— Keppbl n 6epésbl BonwebHbIe? — yauB-
NnéHHo cnpocuna Bepa v onacnuBo nokocunacbh
Ha 6Gnuxaliee aepeso.

— He Bce. Kegpbi-TO 30eCb MCNOKOH BEKOB
CTOAT, OHW MHOroe BuAenu, MHOroe 3HaioT.
Ja Tonbko keapbl BeAb, Kak nogu, pasHble Obl-
BaloT. BoT y aeaywkn TBoero Ha y4actke Heckonb-
KO pacTéT, Aa OH ux He pybuT. 3Haewb noyemy?

Bepa 3apymanacb. OgHaxpabl OHa cnblwana,
KaK 3HakOMble npegnarany geayuwke cpybutb cra-
pbii Keap, TOT Mewan cTtpoutenscTey Ganu. [e-
Ayuwika B OTBET TONbKO MNokKayan ronoson: «Bbl 4To,
cmept Moen xotute? K atomy aepesy nogoiigun
C TONOPOM UNW NWAOWN, BMUI 3aMepPTBO ynaaélb!»

Bepa pacckaszana a3ty uctopuio Jlewemy. Tor
BbiCNywan, Nokuean.

— Bupartb, Xo3siika eMy pacckasana, — OTO-
3Bancs OH. — A MOXeT, cam aoragancs.

— O 4ém? — Bepa xoTena cnpocuTb, OTKyaa
e€ peaywka 3HaeT X03fKY TalruM, HO NOYEMY-TO
3apana apyrow Bonpoc.
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— EcTb cpeau pepeBbeB Te, YTO 3HAKOT BCEe
[OPOrv U TPONKW, €CTb Te, YTO XPaHAT CTapble
npeaauns, a ectb 0cobeHHble AepeBbsi, CTOPO-
XeBble kegpbl — KTO ux cpybuTt, cam norubHer.
B atux aepesbax Aywa neca. Henb3s ux pybutb.
Be3 Hux He BbicToan 6bl MoK nec. Boipybunu Obl
ero AasHbIM-4AaBHO. A Tak NOAW OCTeperalTcs
Tporatb keapbl U apyrve aepesbsi. Bot u ctout
Nnec HeCMOTPSA HWU Ha 4TO.

Bepa xoTena eweé 4to-To CnpocuTb, HO TyT Ba-
pEHKA 3anHynacb O CNOMaHHYIO BETKY, PacTaHy-
nacb Ha NecHOW TPOnuHKE W 3akpuyana. Bepa
v JNlewwnir 6pocunucb K Hel. N3 pas3butoit Bapé-
HWUHOW KONEHKM coyunach KpoBb. Npu Buae kposu
Bepa oueneHena v otowna Ha war Hasag. Ce-
CTpa TAHYNa K HeW pykwu, nnakana, Tépna 3a-
péBaHHble rnasa nagoHsmu. A Bepa crosna
M He OTpbiBasiCb CMOTpena Ha 6ypylo ccaauHy
Ha Hore cecTpbl.

— PaHy NpoOMbITb HYXHO, — nOCOBEeTOBan
Newwi.

Bepa kuBHyna, HO He ABUHynacb ¢ mecta. Ba-
pEHka npogonxana nnakatb. «Mama 6bl yxe npo-
Mblla KONEHKY W ycnokouna eé», — OTCTPaHEHHO
noaymana Bepa n cHoBa nokocunacb Ha Jlewero.
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Tot, noxoxe, He cobupancs HU4Yero nNpeanpuHn-
MaTb. A MaMbl 30eCb HeT.

Bepa Bapyr NOHSANa, 4TO OHWM C CECTPOX OAHU
B necy. N xota nec 6bin pegkum u ceetnbiM, 6e3
ryctoro nognecka u BbiICOKOW Tpasbl, OH Taun
MHOXEeCTBO onacHocten. Bepa cHoBa nocmo-
Tpena Ha CecTpy M CnoBHO O4Hynacb. OHa cku-
Hyna C Nney PIoK3ak, OTbiCckana B HEM nax-
Ky C BOAOW ¥ OCTOPOXHO nonuna BapéHke Ha Hory.
PA3b U KPOBb CMbLINUCH, O0Ka3anocb, YTO ccaguHa
He Takas yx 6onbwas u cTpawHas. K aesoykam
nopgoweén Jlewwn n, ynbibascb TOHKUMWU OEepPeBsH-
HbiMU ry6amu, NPOTAHYN IMCT NOAOPOXHMUKA.

Bepa npunoxuna nuct kK paHke u obHana ce-
cTpy. Ta 6onbwe He nnakana, TONbKO TUXOHEYKO
BCxnunbiBana. W Tyt 6enka, cuaesBwas B Tpase
B CTOpPOHE OT AeBoYeK, NpbirHyna npsMo Kk Ba-
PEHKE Ha KONEHU U OCTOPOXHO nowekoTana
€€ CBOMM NYLMNCTbIM XBOCTOM.

Bepa B3gporHyna u OTCTpaHunacb, HO He 3a-
Kpuyana, bosnacb Hanyratb CecTpéHky. A Ba-
péHka, HaobopoT, obpaposBanacb U OCTOPOXHO,
OAHMM ManbUeM nornaguna NywucToro 3sepbka.

— Bepa, — ckasana BapéHka, — s Tenepb
He cmory uaTu. MNoHecu meHa?
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Bepa pacTtepsiHHO nocmoTpena Ha Jlewero,
HECTU cecTpy oHa He morna. Ctapuk ynbiGHyncs
1 nNpoTaHyn BapéHke CBOIO OrPOMHYIO NafOHb.

— 9 1eba He nogHuMy, — obbacHuna Bepa, —
a Jlewwmn MoXxerT.

BapéHka 06MXEeHHO BbINATUIA HUXHIOW Y6y,
HO K Jlewemy Ha pyku BCE xe 3abpanace.
OH OCTOPOXHO nocagun eé cebe Ha NNe4o, U OHU
nownu panswe. Bepa obepHynacb Ha cecTpy,
CHM3y Ta Oblna noxoxa Ha ManeHbKyl 6enouky
Ha BeTke AepeBa. Kpenko yxsaTuMBLUIMCL 3a BETBW,
Topyawume u3 aepeBsHHOM ronosbl Jlewero, Ba-
pEHka C NoboNnbITCTBOM 03upanacb MO CTOPOHAM.









OKa NYTHUKW WNKW NO necy, CONHue A[o-
6panocb yxe Ao cepeauHbl Heba, B necy
ctano aywHo. Bepa v Bapéxka cvenu BCE

neyeHbe un \6NOKW, B3ATbIE U3 AOMA, BbLINWAKU

noYTU BCIO BOAY W CHOBA 3axoTenn eCTb.

Bepa yxe nopsakom yctana. En 4yTb num
HEe BNepBble B XW3HU NPUWNOCL TaK MHOro
v ponro natu. B rnybuHe aywwm oHa Havana co-
MHEBaTbCA B TOM, 4TO NOATU B nec c Jlewwum
6bIn0 xopowei naeei. 3a TO Bpemsl, YTO OHU
C CEeCcTpoi Wwnu No necy, UM yXe HEeCKONbKo pas3
nonapanucb XWBOTHbIE: TOLME Cepble 3aiubl,
MCNYraHHO KOCUBLUMECH Ha AEBOYEK U3 KYCTOB;
nucuua, TOHKas, lopkasi, COBCeM ManeHbkas; napa
6enok; MHOro ntuu, Xykos, 6aboyek n CTpekos.
JNlewwnin roBOpun, YTO XWUTENW neca BbIXOAAT MO-
300p0OBaTLCH C HUM.

BapéHke XuBOTHbIE HpaBunuCb. Cuas Ha nneye
y Jlewero, oHa C MHTEPECOM paccmaTpuBana Xvs-
HOCTb, ynbibanacb M HasbiBana ux MunalKamu.
Ho Bepy oHu nyranu. OHa CMyTHO goragbiBanach,
YTO UX NyTeWwecCTBME MOXET 0Ka3aTbCA HaMHO-
ro CTpawHee M onacHee, YeM Ka3anoCb BHayane.
Ecnn B necy BoaaTcs 3avubl U NUCHI, TO AONX-
Hbl 6bITb U BONKW, U MeaBeau, a BCTPeYaTbCs
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C HUMKM ONacHo. MHTepecHoO, Kak OHW OTHOCATCSH
K Jlewemy?

Bepa xotena cnpocutb 06 atoM. OHa BOoOOGLWWE
0 MHOrom cobupanacb cnpocuTts y Jlewero, HO TyT
TPOMNWHKA Y HUX NOA HOramu crana UCTOHYATLCSH,
TEPATLCH B /MCTBE, CyXaTbCs, @ NOTOM COBCEM
nponana, CNoBHO pacTtasna Ha conHue. MyTHuku
coenanu ewe HeCcKONbKo LaroB Benep 3a 6enkow
M OKasanuCb Ha NECHOI nonsHe, 3anuToi con-
HEYHbIM cBeTOM. OT NOoNsiHbl WEN yaANBUTENbHBIN
Cnaakvii apomMar necHoun Aroabl.

— lpe MbI? U yem 31O NaxHeT? — cnpocuna
Bepa, 4yBCTBYA, Kak pOT B OOHY CeKyHAy Hanon-
HUNCA CNIOHOWN.

— 3eMNAHUKON, — OTBETUN CTapuK U OCTO-
POXHO noctasun Bapéxky Ha 3emnio. — OTaOX-
HEM 34€eCb HEMHOro W ganblwe NOMAEM.

Jesoykun ornspenuck. Bea nonaHa 6bina Nokpbi-
Ta HeOONbWUMKN 3eNEHLIMU KYCTUKAMK, MOXOXUMMN
Ha Te, YTO pacTyT y AeAylwKu Ha rpsake ¢ knyb-
HUKOW. TONbKO 3TU KYCTUMKM Oblnv MeHbLue, HuXe
n pocnu camu no cebe, 6e3 npucmotpa. A cTou-
NO NpUrNapeTbca NoBHUMAaTenoHee, cpeawn 3ene-
HW NOA NUCTbAMMU MOKa3blBaNUCb KpacHble U pPo-
30Bble MATHBLIWKA — Arogbl IECHOW 3eMNSHUKW.
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Bepa noakpanacb k 6nuxaniuemy KycTy, Hakno-
HUNacb U copsana ABe Aroaku, pactywme psaoMm.
MovyBcTBOBANa, Kak BKYCHO OHW NAxHYT, NONOXW-
na B poOT, noaepxana Ha fA3blke, 4T0ObLI pacnpo-
6oBaTb: cnagko, C NErkol KUCAUHKOW. U cbecTb
XO4ETCH HEe OAHY, a OYeHb MHOro. Llenyio ropctb,
a nyywe Begpo.

Bepa 3acmesnacb u ctana cobupartb \roabl
B NagoOHW, NOTOM nNoaymana, paccrenuna Ha no-
NAHKE CBOK KODTY U Cnoxuna 3eMNsHUKY npsi-
MO Ha Heé, He obpawan BHUMAHUA Ha PO30-
Bble MATHA COKa, MrHOBEHHO NpPOCTynuBLiIME
Ha TKaHW.

BapéHka cHayana crosna psaom v Tepnenu-
BO XAaana, noka cectpa Habepér ana Heé arogwbl.
Ho, coo6pasus, 4To Bepa cobupaer Gonbwe
B POT, 4eM NpO 3anac, TOXe CTana CpbiBaTb cne-
NYI0 3EMASHUKY.

— 9 ogHy copBana, v eweé ogHy, U ewe, —
npurosapusana oHa. — MOXHO a1 cbem?

— Ewb, — ¢ HabuTbiM pTOM paspewmna Bepa.

Mpowno He MeHblwe Yaca, npexane 4yem ae-
BOYKM CMOrnuM OCTaHoOBUTLCA. Ha ceButepe, pac-
CTENEHHOM Ha Kpal MoNsHbl, Bblpocna ArogHas
ropka. A CECTpbl BCE ewé He nepecrtasas cpbiBanu
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n xesanu aroay. OHM nepenaykann B CNagkom
coke omexay n 00yBb. MyObl U WEKN Y HUX NO-
KPbINUCb SIPKO-PO30BbiIMW NsiTHamMu. O6eccunes
OT TAXENOW, XOTb U NPUATHOW PaboTbl, AEBOYKU
cenu Ha Tpasy. Ha ckopyio pyky nogenunu co-
OpaHHyl0 Aroay M CTann ecTb yXe He NO OAHOWN
WwTyKe, a ropctamu, naykaacb ewe bonble. 3em-
NAHWMKA NOXpycTbiBana Ha 3yb6ax CBOMMWM KpO-
LWeYHbIMM CeMeykamMu, U 3TOT 3ByK BCE Gonblue
n 6onbwe Becenun pesoyek. Yymasbie u ycras-
wMe, OHU BAOPYr PYXHYNU Ha TpaBy M 3axoxoTanu,
Tbl4a Apyr B Apyra nanbuamu.

Jlewnn cupen 4yTb B CTOPOHE OT AeTen.
OH ¢ uHTepecoMm Habniopan, kak BecensaTca ne-
BOYKM, KaK CKayeT BOKPYr ManeHbkas nywucras
6enka — ux NpPoBOAHUK. MHOraa OoH cMmoTpen
Ha CONHUE, 3aKpbiBasiCb OT HEro OrpPOMHON na-
AOHbIO, MHOTAAQ 3a4QyMYMBO NOrnsabiBan Ha nec
Bnepeau, pewas, CTouT NM BeCTU AeTei Aanblie.
Jlewwnit CMyTHO NOMHWUN OOPOry K Xo3sike Tawury,
HO Aaxe 0OpblIBOYHbIE BOCMOMWHAHWUA 3aCTaBnsnu
ero TPeBOXWUTBLCA.

A peBoYkM ObinvM CAUWIKOM 3aHATbI BKYCHOM
NEeCHOW Aroaon, 4Tobbl 3aMETUTb, H4TO UX TPOMNWH-
Ka BHOBb MOSIBNSIETCA Y NPOTUBOMONIOXHOrO Kpas
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NONSIHbI MU YXe Yepe3 HEeCKONbKO METPOB HbIpAeT
B MYCTON €fbHUK.

MNoka JNlewwin anyman, Bepa Haenacb, nogowna
1 cena psaoM C HUM.

— A Xoassiika Taiirm — OHa kakana? — Cnpocu-
na Bepa.

— Tol xe Bupena. B 3epkane, — HanomHun
Newwia.

— 9 npo Apyroe: oHa KONayHbs unn Bonwe6-
Huua?

Jlewwii nokavan ronoso.

— Het? Ho oHa Beab cneput 3a BCei Taiirom
M 3awmwaer ee, Tak?

— Tak-TO OHO TaK, — B3A0XHyN Jlewuin. — Tonb-
KO Xoasiika Tairu npocto Yenosek. OHa He BeAb-
Ma u He sBonwebHuua. OHa NO6UT nec, NnoHuMma-
eT ero, 3HaeT Bce TaihHbl. OHa u3 ocobeHHOW
CeMbM, rAe NecHble CEeKpeTbl COTHM neT nepe-
[AIOTCA U3 NoKoneHua B nokonexwue. [la n nec
BEAb XPaHWUTb BCE Yalle NPUXOAUTCH OT NoAewn,
a TYT HA CTOPOXEBbIM KeApaM, HU CKa304YHbIM Cy-
wecTBaM, HU 3BEpPSM U NTULAM He CNpaBUTbLCSH
6e3 nomowwm yenoseka, — Jlewwui ynbibHyncs,
BCNOMHMB X035IKKky Taurn. — B apesHue Bpe-
MeHa Haw 6eckpaiiHuii nec v Bnpasay XpaHwna
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MOryuiecTeeHHas konayHbs. OHa ymena npespa-
WAaTbCA B XEHLUUHY, B PbIXYID Aucuuy, B NTU-
uy-3apsHuly, a Morna v gepesuemM crtatb. Tonb-
KO 6bINO 3TO O4YEeHb AOABHO, €wWeé [0 Moero
POXAEHUA.

Bepa 3aaymMumMBO KkuBHyna, nbiTascb C006-
pa3uTb, KaKk poxpaloTca Jlewme n CKONbKO net
€€ HOBOMY 3HaKOMOMY.

— 9 cnblwan, — npogonxun Jlewwii, — oa-
HaxAbl- B TaWre CTOANO 3acywnuseoe, Xapkoe
neto. Bcé kpyrom 3aabixanocb OT 3HOS, BbICbIXa-
N0, TPewano OT CyxoBes. A NOTOM NPULLEN OrOHb.
Bor ero 3HaeT, OTKyaa B3snacb nepsas ucKpa.
TonbkO OXBaTWUN Nec nNnameHb, TakOW CWJbHbIN
M OTHasHHbIW, 4TO roTtoB Obin CTepeTb C Nu-
ua 3eMnu BCIO Tawry, Kaxpoe AepeBo, KaxAaylo
3BEPIOLLKY.

Jlewnih 3amonyan n OCTOPOXHO nornagun
NTULY, NPUCEBLLYID K HEMY Ha MNneyo.

— A notomM? — wénoTtom cnpocuna Bepa.

— KongyHbs npuaymana, kak cnactu nec. OT1-
npasuna Ha OGbICTPbIX nowaasx srnybb Tanruy,
B pa3Hble CTOPOHbl, CBOUX AeTeW, TPEX CblHO-
BEWA M Kpacasuuy A04b. A Kak Aobpanucb OHW A0
mecTa, obpatuna ux B GbicTpbie peku. 3TU peku
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OCTaHOBMAWN OrOHb, NOTYWWUAW NOXapbl. BOoT Tonb-
KO packonpoBartb Aeten Xo3ssnika Tarn He cMorna,
cun He xBatuno. Bcé ceoé BonwebCTBO, BCE CUnbI
Taire oraana, a cama crana CTpovHon 6enoi 6e-
pPE3KOoI nocpeay NecHom NoNsiHbl... — Jlewwun Ta-
Xeno B3poxHyn. — He cnywait MeHs, crtapuka,
A CKa30K-TO MHOro 3Haw. [la Tonbko 3a4yem Tebe
aTK cka3kun? Ceiyac Xossiika y Hac camas 0Oblk-
HOBEHHasi, He BonweobHasn.

— A 3ayeM Tbl K Heit npéws? — BAPYr Cno-
xBaTtunacb Bepa.

B 10 yTpo, korpa Jlewwmin pasrosapusan ¢ Xo-
39KON Yyepe3 3epkano, OH e€ 0 YEM-TO npocwui.
Ho BOT 0 4ém, Bepa He 3anomHuna. Cnuwkom
6bina HanyraHa v yguBneHa, ycnblwas B AOMe
Yyyxue ronoca.

— 3Hamo 3a4eMm, 3a nocoxom! — pasynbibancs
Newwin, rybbl y HEro Gbinn TOHKWUE, CNOBHO Tpe-
WWHA B ApeBecuHe, Tak 4TO ynbibka nonyyanacb
CTpaHHas, HEMHOro 350BeLLas.

Bepa nokocunacb Ha 3Ty ynbibky n noxana
nnevyamu.

— Yvo 3a nocox?

— Y kaxporo Jlewero ecTtb nocox. Ecnu roe-to
B NIeCy 4TO-TO CNy4MnoCb: 3B€pPb NM B KankaH
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nonan, MonoAapie Aepesua MM BETPOM U3 3eMnun
NOBbLIPbIBANO-NOBLIBOPAYMBANO UMK eLE Kakas
6epa — nNocox cpasy Tyaa NoTaHeT. Ecnn HyXHO
3Bepei Bcex cobpaTtb, Toxe 6e3 nocoxa He o6oin-
Tucb. B nocoxe orpomHas cuna v gywa Bcero ne-
ca. Tonbko 81 cBoW nocox nortepsin. Korpa son-
webCcTBO M3 neca ywno, 8 Bnan, Kak menBeab,
B cnsA4ky. TONbkO He Ha 3MMy, a Ha gonrue-
ponrue rogbl, 6onbwe AsaguaTu neT npocnan.
CyxuMm 6e3XU3HEeHHbIM AepeBOM CTOsN y Ba-
e orpaapl, a nocox moi 6epéson obepHyncs
M KOpHM nyctun. Tak Bcerpa GbiBaeT, ecnu ero
Haponro B 3emne octaeutb. OH Beab XvBOW Aa
Bonwe6bHbIn. Tonbko cpybunu ero, s NPOCHYN-
cf, a nocoxa-to Het. be3a nocoxa MHe C ue-
NbIM N€COM He cnpaBuTbCH, CTap A yxe. Bor
M noayman, nonpowy y XO3RIOWKW Halen.
OHa B CBOEM caay BblpawusaeT Te BonwebHble
6epésbl, 4To Jlewum cnyxar v 3a necamu npu-
CMaTpuBaloT.

Bepa cnywana C OTKPbITbIM PTOM.

— Huyero ce6e! 310 xe no4Tn kak Bonweo-
Haa nanoyka, Tonbko 6onbwe. Aa? BoTt 3n0-
poBo! H TOXEe Takoh nocox xo4y, f 6bl UM TO-
roa... ¥x! 1 661 um Takoro Hagenana! — Bepa
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3agymanacb, 4To 6bl Takoro oHa caenana BON-
webHbIM NOCOXOM.

K Hum nopowna BapéHka u cyHyna cectpe
noa HOC CBOM ManeHbkue Pyku, NUnkue, 4yTb Niv
He A0 NOKTA nepenavykaHHblie 3eMNSHUYHBbIM COKOM.

— [Momoii, — nonpocuna oHa CecTpy.

Bepa B3n0xHyna, Ha BpeMsa paccranacb ¢ ¢aH-
Tasveill 0 NOCOXe U NPUHANACb CTapaTenbHO Bbl-
TUpaTb Bapé€HuHbl nanbupl.

— BoH Tam pyyen, — Jlewwii nokasan pepe-
BSAIHHOW NafOHbLIO KyAa-TO B CTOPOHY, — Cenyac
Boabl Habepém u panbwe nonaém. Konn He ne-
peaymanu. CMoTpuTe, eweé MOXHO AOMOW Bep-
HYTbCA NO NECHOW TPOMUHKE-TO.

3a yac Ha 3emnsHU4HOU nonsiHe Bepa co-
BepLlUeHHO 3abblna O MpayHbIX MbLICAAX U HEXo-
powwnx npepdyscTeuax. K ToMy Xxe oHa meuytana
yBUAETb, KaK BblpalwmBaioT BonwebHbie 6epésbl-
nocoxu. A ecnu o4YeHb NOBE3ET, TO U BbLINPOCUTL
ana cebs oguH Takown. Bapyr Xossiika Tawrm co-
rnacutcsa nopgaputb?! OHa BeAb UM He 4YyXxas, Tak
Jlewwmii ckasan, BNPOYEM, 4YTO OH UMEn B BuAy,
Bepa Tak u He noxana.






apéHka onaTtb B30Opanacb Ha nne4yo Kk Jle-

weMmy, Bepa 3acyHyna B piok3ak kodTty, ne-

penaykaHHylo 3eMJISHUYHLIM COKOM, W OHW
nownu panswe. 3a napy MWHYT NYyTHUKU nepe-
CeKNM NONsiHY, CHOBA BblWAW HA TPOMUWHKY, cAe-
Nanu HEeCKONbKO LWaroB v ynépaucb B €noBylo
CTEHY.

Jo 3TON MWHYTbl AEeBOYKM u Jlewun wnu
no peaxoMmy COCHOBOMY necy. Bokpyr HUX TO Tam,
TO TYT TOpYanu TONCTble CTBOMbI COCEH. OHu TH-
HYNMCb BbLICOKO, A0 camoro Heba, n TaMm nuuwb
cnerka 3ac/ioHsNu CONHUE CBOEe peaxkor KPOHOWA.
Moa HOoramu wypwanu uronku, natn 6bLIN0 Nnerko
1 papoCTHO.

Ho Tenepb TponuHka Bena peveln B ApPYyron nec.
3pecb pocnu pasnanuctele enu. OHWM Tak NAOTHO
NPUXUManNUCb ApYr K APYry, Y4TO HYXHO Obino py-
KamMu pasgsuratb U NPUAEPXuBaTb UX Konloyme
nanbl, Nnepectynatb 4epe3 noBasIeHHble U NOoNo-
MaHHble AepeBbsl, BrASAbIBATLCA B NIECHOM MNONy-
Mpake B AOPOry nog Horamu.

OrpomMHbivi Jlewwuini nerko npeogonesan npe-
NATCTBUA — OH NpPEeKpacHO Buaen B nonympake
M B TeMHOTe, ymMen obxoauTb AepeBbsi, CNOBHO
He Kacancb ux. A MOXeT, U npasaa He kacascb?!
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MoxeT, OrpomMHble €nKu NOAXWUManU CBOU Nanbl,
Korga xo3siMH neca npubnauxanca K HuUM. Kto
3Haet?!

Bapéxka nokaymBanacb Ha nneve y Jlewe-
ro v yneilbanace. OHa BO BCe rnasa cmorpe-
na no CTopoHaM, 4TOObl HMYEero He NPONyCTUTb
U BCE 3anOMHUTL.

Bepa wna cnepom 3a Jlewum u crapanachb
He oTcTaBaTb HM Ha war. Ei 6bino crTpawHo.
B cympayHOM necy eé wekotanu v uapananu co-
CHOBbI€ WrONKW, Nyrann BbiTAHYTbIE YEPHbLIE TEeHW
M CTpaHHble 3BYKW. Jlec Obin XUBbIM, OH LypLian,
cKpunen, 4To-TO WenTan U nuuwan Ha COTHW ro-
nocos. OH nyran Bepy. Eii ka3anocb, 4TO M3-3a
[epeBbEB 32 HeW HabniaalT, paccMmarpuyBaloT,
MOXeT OblTb, flaxe XOTAT CbeCcTb. Mano nu KTo
npUTannca B 3TOM HENpPOXoaumMon 4vauwe?!

BepuH cTtpax Obln TAaKUM CUNbHBLIM, 4TO XOTe-
NOoCb pas3BepHyTbCsA U ybexaTtb. 3abbiTb 060
BCEM — O yypecax, 0 BonwebHoMm Jlewem, o Xo-
381ike Talrn co BCEMU e€ cekpeTamu U TanHamu,
3abbITb M BEPHYTbLCA AOMOI. HOo kak xe BapéH-
ka? Henb3a xe octasutb €€ B necy! Owa cnuw-
KOM ManeHbkas u 6e33awuTHas, HO U UATH
C Hen Hasap 6e3 Jlewero He cTtouT. CecTpéHka
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He AOWAET newkom Ao aoma. A Bepa He cmo-
XEeT e€ HecTu.

Moka Bepa aymana, oHa Bcé 6onbwe v 60nb-
we otcrasana ot Jlewero. U BoT, koraa Bepa yxe
pewwuna 3abpatb cecTpy n 6exarb AOMOM, BbIAC-
HUNOCb, 4TO BapéHka u Jlewwit nponanu. Ywnu
Tak paneko, 4T1o ux He BUAOHO 6bino 3a AepeBbs-
MW, HE CINbILWHO LWAroB U ronocos.

Bepa ocrtaHoBunacb M nocmoTtpena no cro-
poHaMm. Ho yBupena Tonbko gepesbs. OHWM Gbinun
CO BCeXx CTOPOH, 06CTynanu e€ NAoTHbIM Henpo-
XOAUMbIM KONbLIOM, HaBUCann Hag Hel u CTporo,
ocyxpaalouwe Kayanu ronosamu.

— Ba-pé-Ha! Jle-wmit! — pasbusas cnosa
Ha cnoru, 3akpuyana Bepa. — 3it, kTO-HUOYAL!

HukTOo He oT3biBanca. Tonbko AepeBbs Ha-
KNOHANUCL BCE Gnnxe u 6Gnmxe, CNOBHO XOTe-
NN pPacCMOTPETb MANEHbKYIO AEBOYKY, LUYMALLYIO
B ux necy. Bepa nowna Bnepén, oHa Tonkana
1 péprana enoBble nanbl, @ OHU ToNKanu u aépra-
nm eé B orBeT. Bepa cHOBa 3akpuyana, HO KpMK,
C/IOBHO B BaTe, YTOHYN B ryctomM necy. Bepa npo-
6oBana 6exarb, HO HOrM LUEeNNsSAUCb 3a Topyalme
M3 3eMAn KOpHM WU BeTKW. HakoHeu oHa ocTa-
HOBMNACb, MEANIEHHO ONyCTMNacb Ha KOpsry,
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nexauwylo Ha 3emne, u 3annakana. Cnéswbl ca-
MW NOoTeknM No wekam. E€ rpoMkuin 3BOHKUN
ronoc — ronoc, OT KOTOPOro B3gparuean nec, —
WUCTOHYMNCA, CTan MOXOX HAa MbIWWHBIA UK Aaxe
KOMapWHbiA NUCK.

Bepa cupgena Ha Tpase v nnakana, TUXOHEYKO
3Bana Jlewero u cectpy. OHa yxe He 6osnaceo.
CTpax CMEeHUNCH ropeybio, NycTtoTor U OAuHOYe-
ctBoM. OHa ManeHbkas B OrpoMHOM GeckpaiHem
necy, cpeau ThiCAY OEpPeBbEB, MUIMOHOB BETOK
M UronoK, Cpeau LOpPOXOB, CKPUMOB, FONOCOB...

Bepa 3amepna v npucnywanacb. lonoc. Tu-
XU Wyplwawmuin ronoc rae-To Baaneke Hassan
e€ No MMeHU Wu 3anen necHio. Bepa He pa3obpa-
na CnoB, TONbKO MYPAblKaHbe, TONLKO MEenoauio.
«Ox, Bepa, Bepa», — B340OXHYNn ronoc v CHosa
3anen. OHa nogHana rnasa, ornsgenacb. Hwukoro
He BuaHo. KTo 310 Noétr? U rpe?

Bepa BcTtana v mMeaneHHo nonybokom nowna
Ha ronoc, oHa npubnu3aunacb K OQHOW U3 ENOK,
M Ta akKypaTHO noaxana WwupokKue BeTBW,
pasas npontu. Bepa cpenana HECKONbKO Laros,
M BOT YyXe cneayiouwee nepeso NOCTOPOHU-
nocb, nasas ew gopory. Bepa nob6exana, u ae-
peBbs cTanu asuratbca ObicTpee. Tam, roe ewe
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HenasHO ObINO HE NPONTM, Noka3anacb POBHas
M 4ucTas TPONUHKA, No obe CTOPOHbI OT KOTO-
poi rycto pocnun enun. Bepa GbicTpo wna Bne-
pén, He 3Has, Kyaa BbiBedeT e€ 3Ta aopora v ata
necHsn. CTpaHHas necHs, Kkpacusasi, Aanékas, 30-
sywas. OHa cTaHOBMNaCb TO rpomye, TO Tuwe,
TO CMofnkana Ha mwur, 3actasnas Bepy ocraHas-
NMBaTbCA U NPUCNYLWIMBATLCH, TO BHOBb 3By4a-
na B ryctom necy. Ho BOT gopora 4yepes3 enbHuK
3akoHYuMnacb, Bepa Bblwna Ha nonsHy, caenana
HECKONbKO Waros, OCTaHOBMNACb, NpUCAyLwwanace.
MecHs obopBanacb B ogHO4Yacbe, Kak u necHas
TPOMNUHKA.

BmecTto Menoaum oHa ycnblwana ronoca. Jle-
wuin 1 BapéHka 3Banu eé u3-3a gepesbeB. Bepa
obepHynacb Ha ronoca v Toxe nossana. Kpuk-
Hyna pas, BTOpoW, TpeTuin. N HakoHeu ysupe-
na ux — OrpoMHOro Jlewero ¢ ManeHbLKon Kpyr-
nowéxoi BapéHnkori Ha nneye. Bepa ynbibHynacb
M CHOBa BCMOMHWNA MaMuHy cka3ky. «HasepHoe,
korpa Jlewemy nNOAKUHYNU AEBOYKY, OH TOYHO
Tak Xe xoAun C Hell No CBOemy necy», — noay-
mana oHa v nobexana HaBCTpeuyy.

Bepa ponro obHumana, uenosana u TUCKa-
na cectpy. Tporana eé€ Ténnble KpPyrnbie WEKu
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M HOCUK NYroBKOW, rnaguna no ronose u roBopu-
Na, KaKk OHa paga, YTO Hawna UXx.

— W mbl! — 3aBepuna e€ BapéHka. — Mbl Tak
TebA uckanu, Bepa, Tak uckanu. Kpuianu rpomko-
rPOMKO.

— Kak xe 3710 Tbl norepsinacb-t0? — cnpocun
Newwin, waras psgom ¢ Bepoii.

OHa noxana nneyamu. He pacckasbiBaTb Xe,
4YTO XOTena NOBEpHYTb AOMOW, 3aaymanacb v no-
Tepsna u3 BuAay ero u cecrpy.

— A Kak Hawnace? — cHoBa cnpocun Jlewwmn,
HaKNOHWN ronoBy Habok M ¢ NOGONLITCTBOM NO-
rnagen Ha Bepy.

— § ycnblwana NecHi UM nowna Ha 3BYK.
A enun paccTtynuaucb M NpPoNycTUAM MEHs, a no-
TOM nosBunacb popora.. — Bepa oceknacb
M ucnyraHHo nocmotpena Ha Jlewero. Mogymana,
OH eil He NOBEepwuT, 3aCMEeET.

Ho Nlewwit n He gyman cmestbes. OH cmoTpen
Ha HEE€ BHUMATENbHO U CEepbE3HO.

— MecHi0? 310 Kakylo xe?

Bepa Hacynunacb n noxana nnedamu. OHa
3Hana, YTo Cnbiwana NecHi, HO 3To Gbina me-
noaus, MypnblikaHbe coBcem 6e3 cnos. Kak ero
onuwews?
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Bnpouem, Jlewmnit n cam BCE noHan. OH KUBHyN,
OCTOPOXHO nornagun Bepy no ronose wepwa-
BbiM AEpPEBSIHHbIM NanbueM U 3aQyMYUBO CKasan:

— JlaBHO s He cnblwan, 4Tobbl Tawra cama
KOro-To M3 Yawm BbiBoguna. [laBHo, — OH nokayan
TAXENOW AepeBAHHOM ronoson. — Ho Tbl He Goii-
cA. OTO XOpowwuih 3HaK. ITO 3HAYUT, Tbl Hpa-
BuwbCA necy. OH Teb6a nNpuHsan, y3Han.

MocnepHee cnoBo Jlewwuii ckasan WENOTOM
M nockopee noweén panblie, cnoBHo 6osncs, 4To
Bepa ero o 4ém-To cnpocuT. A OHa, KOHEYHO, A0-
rHana u cnpocuna:

— MHe nen NEC?!

Newwnidn knBHyn, HO Gonblie HUYEro He cKa-
3an. Tonbko xuTpo ynbibHyncs. U nowén GbicTpee.
Bepe 6bino0 HENpPOCTO ycnesaTb 3a NATUMETPOBbLIM
AEepeBOM, LUMPOKO warawwumMm no gopore ¢ Ba-
pEHkoM Ha nneve. Kakoe-To Bpems oHa Gexana
PSOOM, HO CKOPO ycTana, nmepewna Ha Lwar, oT-
ctana. Ei xotenocb CnNpoOCUTb, 4YTO BCE 3TO 3Ha-
yuT. Kak nec moxert netb? M noyemy OoH nen ans
Heé? Ho Bepa Tak 3anbixanacb, 4TO yXxe He Morna
roeopute. MNpuwnocs matu Mmonsa.






YTHUKN YyXEe O4YeHb [AaBHO LWAW NO nec-

HOW popore. BapéHka apemana Ha pykax

y Jlewero. Bepa yxacHO ycrtana, Horu
CTanu CNOBHO KaMeEHHble, OHAa nepecTasnsna wux
M3 nocnepHux cun. ConHue MepneHHo yxoawno
3a ropm3oHT. Ha nec onyckanucbe cymepku. Bo-
Kpyr 6bIN0 XyTKOBaTO, HO Bepa yxe He obpauua-
na Ha 3710 BHUMaHuA. OT ycTanoctu oHa He morna
CMOTpeTb MO CTOpPOHam. TOnNbkO AymMana, 4To
3ps nowna c Jlewum U BTAHyna B 3Ty WCTO-
pUIO MNaaLWwyo CEeCcTpy, YTO CKOPO HOYb, @ HOYbIO
B Taire onacHo. M1 mama, HaBepHOe, yXe BepHy-
nacb 13 ropoaa, He obHapyxuna getei u Tenepb
30BET UX WU MNnayer.

MoxeT 6biTb, TOXe GnyxaaeT no necy u uwert-
vwet. Bepa B3poxHyna. OHa yxe AsaxnAbl nNbl-
Tanacb Hanucatb MamMe coobuieHve, HO CBA3U
B 3TOW 4YacTu neca He 6bino. Bepa ¢ yxacom npea-
cTaBuna, kKak Mama Habupaer e€ Homep, CHOBa
M CHOBa CNblWUT B TpyOke: «AGOHEHT BpeMeH-
HO HemoCTyneH». YTo oHa gymaeT B 3TOT MOMEHT?
OT ropecTHbiX MbiCNneii Cunbl COBCEM OCTaBUM
Bepy. OHa pe3ko OCTaHOBWUNACh.

— [JlaBaii 0TAOXHEM? — npeanoxuna oHa Jle-
wemy.
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— Hapo 6bl, — HeyBepeHHO 0TO3Bancsa TOT, —
[a TOoNbKO MecTo Henoaxoaswee. Hexopowee mec-
T0. MpaHuua.

— Y10? — Bepa HaCTOpPOXEeHHO ornsaenachb
no crtopoHam. OHa MHOro nyTewecTsoBana ¢ Ma-
MOW M 3Hana, 4TO rpaHuua — Aeno cepbe3Hoe.
3T0 Takoe MecCTo, rae 3akaH4uBaeTCs oaHa CTpa-
Ha W HayvHaeTca apyras. Tam CTOAT cTporue
nogn, a Bectu cebs HyXHO CNOKOWHO U Npunny-
Ho. Mpu nepexope rpaHuubl Mama Bceraa 6pana
Bepy 3a pyky u cTtporo rosopuna: «[lasaii 6e3
wyTok! He roBopy MOrpaHWYHWKY, 4TO Tbl NpwU-
weney M3 KocMoca, 4to Tebs 30ByT LiBeTuK unm
4TO Tbl KOpOneBa ranaktuku, u 6oxe ynacu cka-
3artb, 4TO A Tebsa noxutuna». Bepa Ha 3aT0 dbipka-
na n obuxanacb. He cobupanacb OHa Takoro ro-
BOPUTb, 3TO Xe CTapble LWYTKW.

Ho ceityac B TéMHOM necy 6e3 mambl Bepe 6bli-
no He no wyTtok. OHa noéxunacb OT HEOXWAAHHO
HaneTeBlWero BeTpa wan OT CTpaxa, HeyBepeHHO
cnpocuna:

— [panuua 4Yero? Mbl 4TO, NONagéM B APYryio
CcTpaHy?

— B ppyron nec, — 0T03Bancs CTapuk, — MOW
nec 34ecCb 3aKaH4MBaeTCH, Aanblue HayuHaeTcs
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60n0TO, @ 32 HAM Henpoxoaumas Taira, nonHas
OMacHOCTEWN.

— A B TBOEM necy ecTb MNOrpaHUYHUKU? —
OCTOPOXHO NMouHTepecoBanach Bepa.

Jlewuin KuBHyn.

— Uenas apmua. WU, kaxetcs, OHU Hac 3ame-
Tnn. Cnbiwnws?

Bepa npucnywanacb. CHa4ana e nokasanochb,
4YTO Nec CHOBa O YEM-TO rOBOPWT, YTO-TO LUenyeT
nnn NOET. TONbKO 3BYK TOHbLUE W NPOH3UTENb-
Hee. HO HeT, aTO He nec. [lepeBbs Tak HE nuLiaT.
YTO-TO OrpoOMHOE HaABUranoCb Ha MNYTHWUKOB,
M 3TO HTO-TO XYXXano U NUWano TOHKO, pa3-
npaxatoule, yXacHo npoTuBHO. MyC — komMapbl
M Mowka. Llenas apMma Menkux Kycalowmx Kpo-
BOCOCYLUMX HacekoMbiXx. Bepa B3pporHyna, nons-
TUnach.

— Tbl MOXeLWb UX NporHaTb? — cnpocuna oHa.

Newwit 06pe4yEHHO NoKayan ronoBow.

— bBbin 66l Nocox, nporHan 6bl, a Tak cun
He xBaTUT. MHe-TO OHW, KOHEYHO, HUYero He cae-
NaioT, HO BaM...

JNlewunini NOCMOTPEN Ha HaABUralOWMUXCA CTpax-
HWKOB, Ha CONALLYI0 Ha ero pykax BapéHnky u, Ha-
KNOHMBLIMCL K Bepe, wenHyn en Ha yxo:
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— Bexum! — nokpenye npuxan Bapéxky v wu-
pokumMu waramu nobexan kypa-to Braybb neca.

Bepa 6pocunacb cnepom. Xyxxauee, nu-
wauiee obnako rHyca npubnuxanocb. OauH pa3s
Bepa o6GepHynacb u yBugena ero — 6ecdop-
MEHHOEe, 4YEpHOe, Hecyuweecsi NPsAMO Ha Hee.
Bepa uCTOWHO 3akpuyana u 6pocunacb Bnepén
He pas3bupas goporn. OHa 3Hana, 4TO Haceko-
Mble He OyayT BbIGMpaTb MeCTO, NPUUENUBATLCS,
a GyayT KycaTb U XanuTb B Ty CaMylo CeKyHay, Kak
DOTOHSAT.

XKyx>XaHue u nuck BCE HapacTtanu. Bort nep-
Bas, camas LWycTpas Mollka cnukuposana Bepe
Ha welo. OHa, He OCTaHaBNMBAaACb, OTMaXHyNacb.
Ho TyT Xe co BCcex CTOPOH Ha Heé Habpocunuch
ronogHble Hacekomble. OHu Obinu c3agu, cne-
peawn, ceepxy u cHuay. Bepa okasanacb BHYTpM
OTBPaATUTENbLHOrO XyXXauwero obnaka, yTtoHyna
B HEM. Hacekomble ne3nu B HOC, B rnasa u B pOT,
Kycanu 3a pyku u 3a Horu. A Bepa 6exana v ma-
Xana pykamu u3o Bcex cun, oTbuBasCb OT CBOMX
npecnepoBareneu.

M TyT HacekomMble ocTaHosBunacb. Bce pasom,
CNOBHO HATKHYIUCb HAa HEBUAUMYID CTeHy. OHu
3amepnu, 3aBUCNM B BO3AyXe, 3anviuanu B ThiCAYy
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pa3 rpoMye n NpoH3uUTENbHEe, YeM paHblue. Bepa
ocTaHoBunacbk. lNovecana 3ypawme UCKyCaHHble
PYKW, NOTEpna nanbuamMu WEKY U BHUMATENbHO
nocmoTpena Ha obnako rHyca. Hacekomble 3a-
CTbiN B ABYX MeTpax OT Heé u 6nuxe He noa-
neranw.

— 3naATca kposBonuiiupl, — cama cebe coo6-
wuna Bepa. — 3narca, 4TO A OT HUX ybexana.
Y10 A, — OHa nogymana W, KMBHyB cama cebe,
3akoHYuna ¢pasy, — nepewna rpaHuuy.

— BepHo, — psgom c Bepown crosnu Jlewwui
n BapéHka. BepHee, Jlewwun ctosn, a BapéHua npu-
nnacbiBana v noYécoiBanacb. Bugumo, eé€ toxe
ycnenu nokycarb.

Bepa paccmatpuBana cectpy, kopsbana wéky
M COCpepoTo4eHHO aymana: «[lo Ty CTOPOHY rpa-
HULY OXPaHAIOT Kycaine HaCeKOMble. A KTO Xe OXx-
pPaHsieT rpaHuuy C 3TOW CTOPOHLI? KTOo-TO Beab
ponxeH?! 310 Tepputopus Xoasaiku Tainru. Ha-
BEepHAKa 34eCb CTpaxa euweé onacHee u 3nee.
Bapyr aTo BONK?»

Bepa 3apana ator Bonpoc Jlewemy. Tot
B OTBET CHOBa ynblGHyNCS.

— Hy n yMHas xe Tol! — noxsanun CTapuk. —
Cpa3y porapanacb. C 3TOW CTOpPOHbI HET apMuu
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HACeKOMBbIX, NOTOMY YTO TYT €CTb CTPaXHWK nNo-
cTpawHee — Tonb, 60noTo. Ero Begb npocTo Tak
He npoinaéws! lopory 3HaTb HYXHO, MecTa, npu-
MeTbl, 3Haku ocobeHHble. Ho Tbl He 6oiics, Hac
6enka nposeper.

W Jlewwuin ornsgenca B nouckax cepoit 6enku,
CONpPOBOXAABLWEN Ux BCIO aopory. benku He 6bino.
Bnpouem, yxe cremHeno, a 6enka 6bina ManeHb-
KO U He OYeHb NPUMETHOWN, Aaxe He pbiXen, Kak
6onblwMHCTBO 6ok, a cepoi.

JNlewwuin pactepsiHHO pa3Bén pykamu. Bapéna
Ha4yana XHblKaTb.

— $ 3amépana, — nuwana oHa, NPoAoNxXas
pacyécbiBaTbh YKyCbl Ha Horax. — Horu yewyTtcs.
Bepa, nomoru.

Bepa rnyboko B3goxHyna v onyctunachb Ha Tpa-
By. OHa oO4eHb ycTana, eit XxoTenocb ecTb, cnarb
M nnakatb. XoTenocb, 4Tobbl KTO-TO no3aboTun-
CA O Heu: BbiBeN U3 neca, NOKOPMWA, uckynan,
YNOXuUn B KPOBaATb, HAKPbN OAEANIOM WU NPOYM-
Tan Ha HOYb cKasky. [obpylo-gobpylo ckasky
CO CYaCTNMBBLIM KOHUOM. XOTenocb K mMame.

Bepa nocmotpena Ha BapéHy u Bapyr oTtya-
fIHHO, A0 CNé3 noxanena Mnagwyo cecrtpy. Ba-
pEHka TOXe XxOoTena K mMame, TOXe HyXAnanacb
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8 3abotre u nwobeu. U ceitvac, korga Mambl
He ObiNo panoM, xpana nomowwu ot Bepbl. 3Ton
MansiBKe HW Ha CeKyHAy He NpPUXOoAuN0 B ronosy,
4yTo Bepa He MOXEeT NoMOouYb, 4YTO OHa TOXEe Ma-
NneHbKas.

Bepa cHoBa B3aOXHyna, NOAHANACL HA HOrMM
M cHAna ¢ nney piok3ak. Korpa mama ycrasana,
KOrAa HaBanNMBaNOCb MHOMO Aen U HyXHO 6bino
BCE ycneTb, OHA HayuMHana cuyuTatb OO0 NATW.
«MaTb NOCNeAHuX wWaroB, NSATb ManeHbKuUx aen,
NATb CaMbIX BaXHbIX CNOB. U BOT Tbl yXxe cnacna
BceneHnyo», — cmesnacb mama. U Bepa pewwu-
na ToXe caenatb NATb ManeHbkux aen. Cpenatb
M nocuuTaTb, Herpomko, cebe nop, Hoc.

— HapeTtb Ha Bapéxky cButep, 4Tobbl cTano Te-
nnee, — pa3. NomMa3aTb el HOrM KPEeMOM OT YKY-
coB, 4yToObl He Yecanucb, — aBa. [ocTtatb ¢poHa-
pUK n HaTKu 6enky — Tpu, YeTbipe.

CseT ¢oHapuka BbIXBATUN U3 TEMHOTbl CUNY3T
NyLWUCTOro 3BepbKa.

— O6HaTb, — Bepa kpenko 06HsnNa mnagwyio
cecTpy v npo cebs, 4ToObl HUKTO HE ycChbiwan,
pocuutana: — Matb.

Cectpa nepecrtana nnakatb v ynoibHynacb. Ma-
neHbkue pyuykn kpenko obxsatunu Bepy 3a weio.
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A Jlewwuin nocMOTpen Ha CTaplylo CecTpy C yBa-
xeHveM. [laxe B Tycknom csete ¢poHapuka Bepa
noyYyyscTBOBana ero B3rnag, U 310 nNpuaano
e cun. OHa B3sina cecTpéHky 3a pyky. Ocse-
Tuna ¢doHapukoM gopory nepeg cobowt n 6enky,
HETEepPnenuMBO CKavyLUyld OT KycTa K KyCTy, U no-
3Bana Jlewero:

— Wpém! Hac xpért Xossanka Tanru!

Mpo cebs Bepa noaymana, 4TO UX C CECTpoW
cenyac XAOET TONbKO Mama. A Xossiika He XAET
¥ Aaxe He NOAO3PEBAET, YTO K Hell B rocTu uayTt
nse geBoyku. Ho He roBoputhb e 06 3TOM B ca-
MOM KOHUe nyTu. Hao6opoT, roBoputb U AymaTtb
HYXHO TOMIbKO O XOPOLLEM.

«OcTanocb 4yTb-4yTb, — yTewana cebs Be-
pa, — ckopo Mbl aobepémcs oo Xossiiku. Bypem
NUTb BKYCHbIA 4aW, CNywaTtb JIeCHble CKa3ku, no-
roBOpMM C Mamoi nNpsMo yepes3 BonwebHoe 3ep-
kano. Bcé 6yner xopoLuo».

B rny6buHe aywwn Bepa comHeBanacb, 4TO BCE
6yneTt Tak, kak oHa npuaymana. Ei BcnomwuHa-
NUCb CTpalHbie ckasku npo baby-Ary, npo lew-
3ena u [petenb, KOTOPbLIX NEecHas BeabMa YyTb
He cbena, HO Bepa oTroHsna oT cebs TPeBOXHbie
MbICNU U PEemnTenbHO Wwna Bnepéa.
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Bckope nec crtan pepetb. BbicoyeHHble enu,
KeApbl U COCHbl CMEHWNIUCb HEBbLICOKUMW TOHKMMU
6epéakamMun, HeM3BECTHLIMU KYCTaMM M yyacTKamm
ronow 3emnu, NUWb cnerka NoAEPHYTLIMU HU3KON
Tpaeoit. 3emMna nNoa, Horamu crana MArkow, 3adas-
Kan BAaxHbliA U NOPUCTBLIW, Kak nocyaHas rybka,
MOX, a Koe-rae cBeT oHapuka BbiXxBaTbiBan HU3-
KOPOCAblE€ KYCTbl YEPHUKMU.

Bnepeawn, Hackonbko XBartano rnas, pPackuHy-
nocb 60n0TO.
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aK TONbKO MYTHWUKW OKa3anucb y kpaa 60-

nota, Jlewwvin nogoweén Kk CEctpam u nerko

noaxsatun BapéHky Ha pyku. OHa npwxa-
nacb K HEMy U NpuUKpbina rnasa.

«XOpowo, He nnayeT», — ycTano nopgymana
Bepa. Boobuwe-To oHa BClO QOpory yauveBnsnach
cecTpe: Ta He nnakana, He Xxanosanacb, He Npo-
cuna BEepHyTb €€ AOMOW K Mame, NpPOCTO wna
psaom ¢ Bepon wnu cupena Ha nnede y Jlewero
U C UHTEepecoM paccmarpusana nec. MoxHo no-
Aymatb, BapéHka 3Hana kakylo-TO TarHy, 4TO-TO
ocobeHHoe, 4TO TaHyno eé Brnybb Tanru. Ho cen-
yac v BapéHka, u Bepa 6binu 6e3 cun. B necy
COBCEM CTeMHeno, npubnuxanacb HO4Yb, a AEBOY-
kam u Jlewemy npepactosno nepebparbcs yepes
6onoro.

Bepa ocTtopoxHO nocsetuna ¢oHapukom cebe
non Horu. E€ kpoccoBku rny6oko npoBanuea-
NUCb BO BNAXHbI! MOX M C YaBKaHbeM W Xxnona-
HbeM MOABNANUCL HapyxXy. Bepa noaymana, 4to
BO MXY MOryT ObiTb nusiBku. Mep3kue, oTeBpartu-
TeNbHbIE, YXaCHble NUABKW, KOTOPbIE COCYT KPOBb.
OHa CyaoOpOXHO BblAOXHYNA M, BbICOKO MOAHUMMAS
HOrW, nowna Bnepén. Jlewwumit egsa ycnen nown-
MaTtb €€ 3a nneyo.
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— Ctoi Tbl, TOpONbiral — BOCKAUKHYN OH

HefoBONbHO. — JTO HE nNec U He nonsiHa, Aa-
xe He bypenom. 310 Tonb! 34€Cb 4YyTb NOTOPO-
nAWbLCA — W nponagéwb pa3 W Hasceraa.

Tbl BOT 4TO, He cnewun. Nau TO4YHO 3a 6Gen-
KO, e€ Xo3nainka-To He 3ps npucnana, oHa NyTb
3Haet. Bonoto rny6okoe, onacHoe, Aa ecTb Yepea
HEero AOopoxka, BOT eé 6enka n nokaxer. Tonb-
KO Tbl BCE paBHO OCTOPOXHO WMAW, NOA HOrm
CMOTPU U He OcTaHaBnuBaiics. Ecnu ycTaHelwsb,
NOCTOATL MOXHO Ha OCTPOBKax, rae 6epésbl pa-
CTyT, TaM 3emMnsa TBEPXE, U3-Noj HOr He YMAET.
A 3a TOGOW noihpgy, cnen B cneg, €CNu 4ToO,
nomory.

Bepa He orteBetuna. MNoceetuna ¢poHapUKOM
no CTOpOHaMm, novimana B Kpyr cseta 6enky u no-
wna cTporo 3a Hei. B atoT pa3 6enka He yb6e-
rana ganeko, He npbirana u3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPO-
Hy, OHa nokasbiBana popory. MpbIrHeT, ooXaeTcs,
noka Bepa cpenaer war, npbiraet Aanbwe.

Ha 6onote 6bI10 TEMHO U TUXO. MMyTHUKU Wwnn
monya, BapéHka Ha pykax y Jlewero cHoBa 3a-
apemana, Bepa cneguna 3a 6enkon v 3a 3eMnén
noa Horamu. Bnpoyem, BnaxHble NOKaTble KOYKW,
Ha KOTOpble OHA HacTynana, He Ha30BELWWb 3eMNEN.
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3apepxvwbCa Ha TakoW NoAONble, BCTaHelwb
obenmn Horamu, n oHa yugér noa soamy. HyxHo
CKONb3UTb OT KOYKW K KOYKE, HEe OCTaHaBNMBaTb-
Cf, He onuWpaTbCs, PaBHOMEPHO pacnpeaensTb
Bec. 10 Bepa GbICTPO NOHANA U Tenepb CKONb-
3una Tak, CNOBHO BCE AETCTBO nposena Ha 6o-
norax.

Ha xooy oHa aymana, 4TO OrpOMHOMY TSXE-
nomy Jlewemy, HecyuleMy Ha pykax pebéHka, He-
npocto nepebpatbcs 4eped 60N0TO, 3emMna AONX-
Ha yxoAuTb y Hero u3-nop Hor. [obpaswwuch
A0 HebOoNbWOro OCTPOBKA, rae Pocnu ABe TOHKMe
norHyTble 6epésbl, Bepa o6epHynacs. JSlewwii waran
OCTOPOXHO W NEerko, Tak, CNOBHO COBCEM HWU4ero
He BECU/, U HN OAWH KYCTUK He nporubanca nog
HuMm. 3ameTuB BepuH B3rnsga, oH ynbibHyncs:

— Tak yx Mbl, Jlewwue, yctpoeHbl. Mo nob6on
[OPOXKe, TPONUHKE, Yalle Nponaem.

Bepa kuBHyna B oTBeT u nocsetuna ¢doHapu-
KOM Ha 6enky.

— Upém.

Benka npbirHyna Ha COCEAHIO KO4KY, MOTOM
eweé Ha oaHy u eweé. Bepa u Jlewwumit nownum
3a Hel. Yepe3 HekoTopoe Bpems Bepa pasnuuu-
na Bnepeau Kakow-To CBET, CNOBHO 3a AepeBbsiMU
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MenbkHyn oroHék. MenbkHyn wn norac. lNokasa-
nock? Het. BOT OH CHOBa 3axércs cnesa OT HUX.
Yr1o Tam? Kro-to xoaut cpeau 6onot? Unu, mo-
XeT, TaM CTOUT AOM XO3ANKKM Talrn, u B KyxHe
ropuT CBET, @ Ha NeyYn rpeeTcs YauHuK unun ca-
moBap. Bepa npucMoTtpenacb, OroHEK CTan noxox
Ha OCBELUEHHOE OKHO.

Bepa BarnsHyna Ha 6enky. Ta CHOBa npbirHyna
U CBEepHyna B CTOPOHY OT OroHbka. Bepa ocrtaHo-
Bunacb. OHa NnoMHUNA, 4TO Jlewwii Benen He ocTa-
HaBNMBATLCA HAa OONOTHLIX KOYKaX, He CTaBWUTb
Ha oauvH 6yrop o6e HOruM, He onNUMpPaTbCsH BCEM
BecoM. Ho oHa octaHoBunacb. Bepa nposoxana
B3rNagomM 6enky v He 3Hana, kak noctynutb. [o-
yemy 6Genka BeOET vUX B APYryld CTOPOHY, noyemy
YBOAUT OT OrHs, AOMA U CBETNON KYXHW, rae Ans
HUX rpeloT Yan?

— He croi, ngu, — paspancs y Bepbt 3a cnu-
HoW ronoc Jlewero.

— Ham He Tyma! — kpukHyna Bepa. — [om
BOH Tam, rae orHu. Tbl 4TO, HE BUAULIL?!

Bepa xotena obepHyTbCca K Jlewemy, HO HOru
yXe 3aTaHyno noj Boay, OHAa NnonbiTanacb Bbl-
OEePHYTb UX U3 BA3KOM WAUCTOM MAacCbl, He CMOr-
na. Bepa 3acTbina Ha MecTe, YyBCTBYS,, Kak yXac
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NOAHUMAETCH OT €€ HOr, OT XyAblX KONEHOK K Cnu-
He n nopbopoaKy, CKOBbIBaeT, napanu3yeTt BCE
Teno, He [aéT Aymartb, AblwaTtb. MeaneHHo, oO4eHb-
O4YeHb MeANeHHO OHa norpyxanacb B 60n0TO.
Bepa pépHynacb, 3TO HEe NOMOrno, CHOBa AEPHY-
nacb. Teno npoaonxano TOHYTb. BonotHas Xuxa
yXe 3acocana KONeHu U nogHuMmanacb K noscy.
Horun Hawynanu gHO, ONEPAUCH, HO TYT Xe CcTanu
nposanuBaTtbCA Aanbwe, ewe rnybxe. Bepa
3akpuyana.

B Ty xe cekyHAOy OroHék, npusnekaswwui Bepy,
B3APOrHy/, KAYHYNCA M paccCbiNanca Ha COTHIO
Menkux mckp. CeeTtawmecs BCnonoxu Gpocunuch
B pasHble CTOpPOHbI, padbexanucb no scemy 60-
NOTY, 3aMuranu, 3amMopranu Ha Kaxaomn Kouke, 3a-
npeiranM NO MyTHOW BOAE W HAA BOAOW, Aaxe
He kacascb eé rnagu. Bepe nokasanocb, 4ToO
3TV pa3neTeBIMECH WUCKPbl CMEIOTCA Hapa Hew.
OHa cHoBa 3akpuyana, v TyT pa3gancs nnay pas-
6yxeHHoW BapéHku.

Newwnn npotaHyn pyky, obxsatun Bepy 3a Ta-
NUI0, pe3ko BblaepHyn u3 6onota v nepecrasun
Ha COCEAHIOI KOYKY.

— Wau 3a 6enkoit, — ycnbliwana Bepa 3a cnu-
HOW ero CNOKOWHbIN wenecTawmii ronoc. OHa
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6Gonblwe He cnopwna, BHOBb ocBeTuna 6enky ¢o-
HapuKOM M nocnewwuna 3a HewW, ckonb3s no 60-
NOTHbIM KOuYkaMm. MATu ctano ewe Taxenee, TOH-
Kkve OploKM NPOMOKAW, NO HOram Tekna MyTHas
6onotHas xwuxa. Ha xogy, 3Has, 4TO Henb3a ocTa-
HaenusaTbCcs, Bepa cynopoxHO xBartana pTom
BO3JyX U HE MOrna OTAbILATLCS.

— Y10 aT0 Takoe? — He obopaymBasncCh, Crnpo-
cuna oHa Jlewero.

— bnyxpaiowme orHn, — OTO3BaNCH OH.

— OHu xuBble? — Bepa nokocunacb B CTOPO-
Hy, rAe cKakanu 3Tn OonacHble Kannu ceeTa.

— Bpoae Toro, — Jlewwii onaTb B3AOXHYN,
1 Bepe noka3anocb, 4TO OH yCTan OT AONron Ao-
pOrv U Uenoro AHA C ManeHbkKUMu AeTbMu. —
Korpa-to oHu npuwnu B nec w3 agepeseHb, Kak
M Apyrve repou Ckas3ok, — CTan paccka3blBaTb
Newwuii. — PaHblue OHW BbiNK XUBbLIM OrHEM, CBe-
TOM, Cnoco6HbIM Ha pasHble yyaeca. Ho B necy
OrHW HE NPUXWAUCbL: OHWU HANOMWHANK BCMONOXU
noxapa, koctpa. Jlec ux 6osancs n BCckope npo-
rHan. Orim nocenunucb Ha 6onote, obuaenuchb
Ha BCEX, OXECTOYMNIUCb, HUKOrO He CNyLwanu, Hu-
KOMY He MOAYUHANUCb. A NOTOM W BOBCE CTanu
yCTpauBaTb pa3Hble Nakoctu u 3nogesHus. Camu
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6nyXAaloT, NOTEPSHHbIE, HENPUKaAHHbLIe, U NYTHU-
KOB, OXOTHUKOB, rpuBHUKOB GnyxAaaTh 3acTaBnsioT,
B TONU 3aBOAAT, 3Bepen nyraioTt. Xotena Xoasau-
Ka MpPOrHaTb MX U3 Taiiru, ga TONbKO Kyda Xe UM
nesatbea-T1o0? Moxanena. Bor u maertca Ttenepb
C HUMW.

Bepa MbicneHHO noxeanuna Xo3AlkKy Tau-
rn. OHa 6bl TOXe He BbirHana 6nyxaalowme OrHu.
OHn x0Tb M BpegHble, HO KpacuBble, XuBble. Bepa
yneibHynace npo cebs, nepenpbirHyna Bcneg
3a 6enkont HeGONbLWOW pyYyelh U OCTAaHOBUNACD,
NOYyBCTBOBAB NOA HOramu TBEPAYIO MOYBY.

Oopora yepe3 6onota BbiBeNa NYTHUKOB
Ha Hebonbwon ocTpos. Haa OCTPOBOM BLICOKO
B HebGe Bucena nyHa, NOYTU KPyrnasi, HEMHOro yy-
Masas, HO fipkas. B cBeTe NyHbl NYTHUKW MOrnu
ocmoTtpetbes. Ha nesom Gepery octposa pocnu
HEBbICOKME pOBHble 6epé3bl, Ha NPaBOM — aKKy-
paTtHble €nku, a nocepeauHe Mexay OepeBbaMU
BO3BbILWANCA CTapblii AEPEBAHHbLIN OOM.

Ha kpbinbue goma ¢ doHApPEM B pyke CTOS-
Nna BbICOKasA XEHWWHa B nnatbe A0 nona. 3ame-
TUB rOCTeN, OHa CNyCTMNAachb C KpbiibLa U BbICTPO
nowna UM HascTpedy. Lar y Heé Obin Wwnpokuii,
pewunTenbHbli, Noxoaka Kak y 6pasoro conpara.
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Moponas 6nuxe, XeHWwWHa 3amepna, BHUMA-
TEeNbHO OCMOTpEena rocTei: BbiCOKOro BbiCOXLWE-
ro Jlewero, BapéHkKy, CHOBa YyCHYBLWIYIO Ha ero
pyKax, MOKpPyl0 nepenyraHHyio Bepy. BapoxHyna
U HEerpoMKO ckasana:

— 9 xpana Bac paHbwe. Y10 X, uaémte
B AOM, — nepBas NOAHANACb HA KPbiNbLO U CKpPbI-
nacb 3a ABEpbLIO.









yTeWeCTBEHHUKM HEeCMeno NOAHANUCH

Ha KpbiNbUO. Jlewunii HU3KO HaKNOHWN rOo-

nosy, nokpenye npuxan K rpyav Bapénky
U OCTOPOXHO, 6OKOM NPOTUCHYNCS B ABepb. Bepa
nowna 3a HUM. Yxe B ABepsax OHa OrfnsHynacb
Ha 6onoTo, koTOpoe 06CTynano AOM 4YEPHON cTe-
HOW. Bepa B3pOxHyna, nepectynuna nopor v 3a-
Kpbina ABepb WU3HYTPU.

O6epHyBWNCL, OHA yBUAENa, YTO CTOUT Ha NPo-
CTOPHOW, XapkKO HATOMNMEHHOW KyxHe. Bonbwyio
4aCTb NOMelleHna 3aecCb 3aHumana nevb. Ha Hen
B HEOONbLUMX YYryHKax W KacTpiofibkax YTO-TO Ku-
neno u 6ynbkano. PaagoM C neybio CTOSN CTapbin
nepeBsHHbIA 6ydeT, BeCb NOKPLITLIA NPUYYANU-
BbIMW pucyHKamu. Ha crtenkax v gsepuax Oyde-
Ta HEeU3BECTHbLIN XYAOXHWUK pa3MecTun 3Bepen,
nTMYL “ aepesbsi, NepenneTtalwmnecs KpoHamu.
Takue xe npuyiyanueblie PUCYHKU yKpalwlanu CrnuH-
KU CTYNbEB, OKPYXaBLWUX LUIMPOKUIA 06eneHHbIN
cTon.

«MHTEepecHo, — noaymana Bepa, — 3asem Xo-
391iKe Tairn Takon OrpoMHbii cton? He noxoxe,
4yTo Ha Gonote yacto 6biBalOT roctu». Ho BCRyx
Hu4yero He ckasana. OHa 3ameTuna BO3ne CTO-
Na KHUXHbIM wkad n Tenepb C UHTEPECOM pac-
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cmatpusana kHuru. Cpeau TONCTbIX TeTpapok
C 3anucsaMun, CNPaBOYHUKOB WU 3JHUMKNONEAWni
TO Tam, TO TYT Menbkanu NOTPénaHHble 06N0XKW
CKa304HbIX UCTOPUIA.

Bepa yxe 6b110 OTKpbINa poT, 4To6bl CNPOCUTL
Xo3sliky Talrm o ckaskax, Korga 3ameTtuna, 4To
B KOMHaTe HuKOro Het. OHa B3ApOrHyna, HeBOfb-
HO BCMOMHWB CTPALHbIE UCTOPUM O NECHbIX KON-
DYHbAX.

— Bapénka! Jlewwmir! 9in! — HerpomMko noseana
OHa, PacTEPSHHO 03UPanChb.

HukTO He oTo3Banca. Bepa xotena nossartb
CHOBa, 3akpuyatb. HO TyT B yray KOMHaTtbl OT-
Kpblnacb ABEPb, U B KYXHIO BOWAM X03AWKa Tauru
u Jlewwit. BapéHkn ¢ HUMU He Obino.

— lpe mos cectpa? — cnpocwuna Bepa, cra-
pascb roBOpUTb CTPOr0 U HEe BblAaTb HEPBHYIO
APOXb B ronoce.

— Cnut, — oTto3Banacb Xo3faka, — A nokasa-
na psalowke, Kyaa eé ynoxuTb.

— Komy? — pactepsinacb Bepa.

— MHe. Xossowka eweé AasBHbIM-AABHO NpU-
aymana 3BaTb MEHS ASAIOWKOW, — TUXOHLKO
3acmesnnca Jlewuit. — Mbl C HE B KakOM-TO
CMbICNe POACTBEHHUKW.
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— Xovewb 4aw? — cnpocuna Xosanka Tak
6yaHuM4HO, CnoBHO Bepa kaxaylo Hegenio 3axo-
Avna K Hel B roctu.

Bepa pacTtepsHHO kmBHyna. OHa cena 3a cton
U, noka XosAnka CHMMana C neyu KacTplonu,
3aBapuBana 4a u uckana B 6ydete neyeHbe,
uckoca nornsabiBana Ha Heé, crapasicb nonyywe
PaccMOTpeTb.

Xoasaiika Tanrn 6bina BbICOKOW WU CTPOWHOMW,
Ha ABe ronosbl Boilwe Bepbl. He Monoaas, HO U He
ctapas. CBOM ryctble U ANUHHbIE PYCble BOAOCHI
OHa 3annena B KOCY W yKpacuna 3en€HOn NeH-
Tol. Mnatbe e€ ObiN0 ANMHHOE U TEMHOe, uBeTa
COCHOBOM XBOMW.

Ho cambiMu 3enéHbiMu Gbinu rnasa Xossiku
Tavru. OrpomMHble, KONJOBCKUE, CTPOrne n BHUMA-
TenbHbIe rnasa useta neca.

Bepa nocmoTtpena B 3T rnasa, U Kakas-to
MbIC/b, Kakoe-TO CMYTHO€ BOCNOMWHaHue 3aBep-
Tenocb B ronose. [pe-to oHa yxe Buaena Takue
rnasa. Ho roe? Kasanocb, BOT ewWwe cekyHaa,
M OHa BCE NOWMET, OTbIWET OTBeT, pasragaer
3aragky. Ho Tyt Xossiika 3arosopwuna:

— Bort TBOM 4ai. A Tenepb pacckaxwu, 4em
A obs3zaHa Takoi yectn? Yto 3actaBuno Tebs
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Opocutb BCe gena v NOWTU Yepe3 nec Ha BCTpe-
4y CO MHOW?

Bepa B3aporHyna v noéxwnaco.

— ... 9 He 3Ha, — nponenerana oHa, ucny-
raswuCb BNACTHOro ronoca. — MHe npocTo 3axo-
Tenocb NonacTb B CKa3ky.

— Tbl BepuwWwb B Cka3kn? — Xo3saiika yCMeExHy-
nacb U C UHTEpecoM nocmotpena Ha Bepy.

— KoHewHo, BepuT, a TO kak 6bl OHa MeHs
pa3byguna? — smewancs Jlewuir. OH nepeso-
avn B3rnan ¢ Bepbl Ha X03AiKy M 4eMy-TO papo-
Basncs.

— A c 10601, Asaowka, 8 NOToM pa3bepychb.
Moagymatb TONbKO, NPUBEN aeten Ha 6onoto!

Ona obepHynacb Kk Bepe n cHoBa cnpocwuna:

— Tak 4T0, BEpuwbL?

— [Hda, — Tuxo, NoyTKM WENOTOM OTO3Banachb
neBouka.

— W paHbwe Bepuna? Moka Jlewero He BCTpe-
Tuna?

Bepa kuBHyna, a Xossiika Tawru ynoibHynach
M BHOBb cnpocuna:

— Ckaxu-ka, Tebe Hpasutcs nec?

Bepa Ha cekynay 3aaymanacb. Ewé Buepa
oHa Obl OTBETUNA, YTO Nec er He Hpasutcs. YT1o
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TaM CKY4HO M CTpawWHO, TaM BOAATCA pas3nuy-
Hble HacekoMble, 3BepuM U NTUubl, a OHa, Bepa,
UX o4eHb GouTcs.

Ho cerogHa Bmecte c Jlewum oHa nobbiBana
Ha 3eMNSHUYHOW NONsiHe, ycnblwana, Kak Noer
nec, ysuaena XuBOTHbIX U NTuUy Gonblie, Yyem
B 300NapKe, U y3Hana, 4To Nec XpaHuT cTapble
CKa3Kw.

OHa OCTOPOXHO KUBHYNa M MNOYTU UCKPEHHEe
oTeeTuna:

— [a, MHe HpaBuTCA TBOW nec.

Xossitka Talru cHosa ynblGHynacob.

— § TaKk 1 3Hana! — ckasana oHa, ob6epHys-
wuceb K Jlewemy. — A OHa MHe TBEpauna, 4To
[EeTU COBCEM rOpPOACKWE, YTO OHU HUKOraa He no-
nobAT nec, 4TO nNec AN HUX CAWULLKOM 4YyXOW
M onacHbih. Cnblwan Tel Koraa-Hmbyab Takylo
rnynocTb, ASAoWKa?

Newwnii cnywan Xoasiky, ynoibanca v kavan
ronoson. A Bepa n3ymnéHHo nepesoguna B3rnsg
C OOHOM Ha APYroro U HWUKaK He Morna MNOHSATb,
4YTO Xe 34eCb NPOUCXOAUT.

M TyT Xo3siika CNOBHO BCNOMHUANA O YEM-TO,
L0 €€ MIHOBEHHO CTano cepbéaHbiM. OHa o6ep-
Hynacb K Bepe n cTporo ckasana:
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— 9§ oyeHb papa, 4to Tebe noHpasuncs nec.
Ho 3Haewb nun Tbl, KaKk ucnyranacb TBOS Mama,
KOrga BepHynacb AOMOW M He Hawna CBOUX [O-
yepen?! Upem! Ham npupétca mHoroe en obwbsc-
HUTb.

C atumu cnosamu oHa B3sina Bepy 3a pyky
M BMECTE C Heill nowna B COCEOHIO KOMHATY.
OT1a komHaTa 6bina BABOE MEHbLUE KYXHW U, Cyas
no BCEeMy, Cnyxuna Xo3sike Tainrm cnanbHew.
3pecb cTosna KpoBaTb, HA KOTOPO, CBEPHYBLUUCH
Kana4mkom, cnana Bapénka. PapomM c kpoBaTblo
pacnonarancs CTapuHHbIA TOpWep Ha ANAWUHHOWN
HOXke. B yrny croan Hebonbwon nnatsHoM wkad,
a Ha CTeHe BUCENO 3epkano B pame, GOpPMOI Ha-
nomMuHaBLlen M30yWwKy Ha Kypbux HOXkax. 3ep-
Kano — TOYHas KONMA TOro, 4TO BMCENO B AOME
y AenyLwku.

Xo3siika Tauru nopowna K 3epkany, BCrana Ha-
NPOTUB HEro, X/JIoNHyna B Nagowu U rpoMKo, OT-
YETAMBO No3Bana:

— Kupa!

B Ty Xe cekyHay 3epkanbHas rnagb ApPOrHyna,
M BMECTO OTpaxeHus X03\Wku Taurm B 3epkane
nosiBuNacbL KOMHaTa B AeAylwKUHOM aome. Ha au-
BaHe cupaena BepuHa mama. BnegHas, ¢ kpacHbiMu
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rnazamn, oHa Tepebuna B pykax BapEHKUHO-
ro mMeaBexoHka U ob6peyéHHO cMoTpena B O4HY
TOYKy. M3 e€ rna3 HenpepbiBHbIM NOTOKOM TEKU
CNéabl.

— Mama! — 3akpuyana Bepa u 6pocunacb
K 3epkany.

Mama ycnbiwana u pesko scrtana. CHaua-
na oHa nocMmoTpena Ha ABepb, a NOTOM yBuaena
Bepy B 3epkane.

— Bepa, — npowenTtana oHa, — Bepa, kakoe
cyactbe! A yx aymana, Bbl 3abnyaunucb unm
yTOHYnu! — OHa COBCEM NO-AETCKU BCXIUMHY-

na. — lpe Bapénka?!

Bepa otowna B CTOpOHY, 4ToObl Mama ysuaena
KpoBaTbh U CNAWYyI0 Ha Hewn cecTpy. [eBoyka co-
BCEM He Morna rosoputb. EW 6bi10 HEBLIHOCMMO
Xanko 3annakaHHylo, NepenyraHHyio Mamy. Yx nyuy-
we 6bl OHa Kpwuyana, pyranacb, rpo3una yxac-
HbIMW Haka3aHusaMKW, TONbKO Obl HEe nnakana, Kak
maneHbkan 6e33awuTHas AeBouka.

Ysupee Bapio, Mama B340OXHyna, BbiTepna cne-
3bl U TUXO cnpocuna:

— Kak xe Bbl mornun yntn? Oguu! B Taiiry!
Tbl XOTb NpeAcTasnselwb, Kak 8 ucnyranace?! 3Ha-
€lWb, 4TO C BaMu MOrno cnyuutbca?! 31o xe nec!
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TaMm Ha Bac MOrAM HanacTb AWKUE 3Bepu, Bbl
MOIIN YTOHYTbL B 6010Te, NOTePATLCS, BCTPETUTD. ..
Kakylo-HMbyab NECHY He4yucTb, — Mama OnaTb
3annakana.

— MNpoctn, — npowentana Bepa.

— Mepectanb! — paspanca pspom ¢ Bepon
cTporuii ronoc Xoa3sanku Tanrn. — OHu Gbinum
He OfHW, C HUMK 6bin gaaowka. Moka OH PsAOM,
HW OAQWH ONAcCHbI 3Bepb U 6AN3KO HEe NOAOWNAET.
Tbl Xe 3HaeLub!

— [Ospwowka?! Nlewun? Tak oH U npasga
K HaMm npuxoaun? — mama Ha cekyHay 3aayma-
nacb, NOTOM BCKWHyNa ronoBy W 3akpuyana: —
Kak s cpasdy He goraganack! Crapblii neHb! 310
OH BO BCEM BMHOBAT, yTawwmn mMoux aeten Ha 6o-
nora!

OHa paccepaunacb, ¥ OT 3/10CTU WEKK eé cTa-
nM apko-anbiMn. Cnésbl BbICOXNU, PYKU CXa-
ek B kynaku. Ho Bepa ot4étamBo Buaena, 4to
mama He yausneHa. Hanyrawa, paccTpoeHna,
cepauTa, HO HU Kanau He yausneHa. loxoxe,
OHa 3Hana, rae cenyac HaxoasaTca e€ petw,
3Hana Xo3anky Tanrn n paxe Jlewero.

— Mpekpatn, Knupa! — Haxmypunacb Xossika,
BTOPOW pa3 Ha3eas BepuHy mamy no umexHn. —
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OH 3pecb HM npu 4ém! MpocTto 3to aeTu: korpa
OHW NOAPACTalOT, UX YXe Henb3a yaepxaTtb [0-
ma. OHU XOTAT NPUKAIOYEHUA U Yyaec. A 3TOT nec
XPaHWUT CTONbKO CKa30K, — OHa B3AOXHyna. —
JNlec Bepb xwuBow, Kupa. OH yBupen peten u 3a-
xoTen nogenutbcs yyaecamu. OH no3san ux. 3Ha-
ewb, ana Bepbl OH paxe nen...

— MNen? — mama pacTepsiHHO nocMoTpena
Ha X03aKKy Tanru.

Xossika ynbibHynacb n kuBHyna. Mama Toxe
yNnbiBHYNacb 4yTb-4yTb, YrONKOM pTa.

M Tyt Bepa yBuagena He4yTto nopasutensHoe,
4TO AonxHa Obina pa3rnaaeTb U NOHATL C CaMoro
Havyana. OHa yBuaena, Kak Noxoxu ABE XEHLUWHbI,
CTOSIBLUME NO pa3Hble CTOPOHbI BONWeEOHOro 3ep-
kana. CTpoMHble, pyCOBONOCHIE, CKYNacTble, OHWU
CMOTpenu Apyr Ha apyra OAVHAKOBbIMU 3eNEHbi-
MU rnasamu. MMasamu ugeta neca.

— Bbl noxoxu, — wénotom ckasana Bepa.

— [loxoxu, — kuBHyna Xossika Taurn, — matb
M [OYb HaCTO MOXOXW ApYyr Ha Apyra.

W, rpyctHo nocmoTpeB Ha Kupy, pobasuna:

— [Oymaio, npuwna nopa packpbiTb TBOUM
DeTaM cemelHyio TarHy. Kak cuutaews?

BepuHa mama kusHyna.
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3epkano B3APOrHYNO U CMEHUNO KapPTUHKY.
Tenepb B HEM OTpaxanucb Xo3siika Tawrn u Be-
pa. OHM pacTepsiHHO CMOTpenu Apyr Ha apyra
“ Monyanu.

— Ecnm Tl Mama MoOeit Mambl, — O4YeHb Mef-
NeHHO Hayana Bepa, — 3TO 3HAYUT... 3HAuUT, 4TO
Tbl... MOS...

— bBabywka, — 3akoH4una 3a Heé Xo3ai-
ka. — TONbKO He Ha3blBa MEeHsl Tak, Mo Kpan-
Hel Mepe noka, A ewe He npuBblkna. 30BU MeEHs
no umenn: Tas, Taucua — noyTu kak Tawra.

Bepa owkHyna.

B Ty HOYb XO3f1ika Tauru He ctana pacckasbl-
BaTb AJIMHHbIX UCTOPUA MU PacKpbiBaTb CEMENHbIe
TanHbl. OHa nposena Bepy Ha yYeppak. Tam oka-
3anacb eweé opgHa Hebonbwas komHata. Mebe-
nn 30ecb NoYTHM He OblNo, TONbKO Y3Kas KpPoBaTb
CUPOTMBO NpuXuManacb K CteHe. 3ato nog no-
TONKOM Ha TOHKMX 6GenbeBblX BepEBKax CyLUWIUCH
useTbl U Tpasbl. M OT HUX WEN rycTton NpsiHbIA
apomar neca.

Xo3sika Tairn 3acrenuna KposaTb.

— [lMepeHouyyewb 3pecb. ATO MOS MacTepckas
n naboparopus. U 3pecb BCceraa NpekpacHo cnut-
cA, — OHa ynbibHynacb Bepe u pob6asuna: —
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91 3Hal0, y Te6a MHOro BOMPOCOB, YTPOM fi HA HUX
oteyvy. Obewaio Tebe.

W Bblluna U3 KOMHaTbI.

Bepa nerna Ha y3kyl0 kpoBaTb U nocMoTpena
Ha NOTONOK, 3aBELleHHbI nyykamu Tpas. Kasa-
NOCb, OHa NEeTUT HaA CKa3o4yHOW nonsaHoWn. Bepa
3akpbina rnasa, Ho 3aCHyTb He cmorna. OHa cHoBa
M CHOBa BCNOMMHanNa cobbiTusi 3TOro cymacwien-
wero AHa. Bot oHa paarosapuBaet ¢ Jlewwum, BOT
eCT 3eMNAHWUKY Ha nonsHe B necy, BOT Onyxaa-
€T cpeau rycrtoro enbHuka, 6exuT yepes 601010
1 BHOBb Gnyxpaer B enbHuke. KaptuHku B rono-
BE MEHANUCb, NYTanuUCb, KPYXWNUCb B XOPOBOAE,
CTAHOBMIUCL PACNAbIBYATLIMA U HESACHbIMU, NOKa
HakoHeL, He ucye3nu. U Toraa pesoyka 3acHyna.




Taaka, 14




a cnepyiowee yTpo Bepa npocHynacb

no3aHo. ConHue yxe BbiCOKO MNOAHANOCH

Hap necom, pobpanocb A0 YepaayHoro
OKHa B AoMe XO3AWKW Tawru, 3arfsiHyno B KOM-
HaTy U Tenepb LWEKOTano COHHylo Bepy.

OHa OoTKpbina rnasa v pacTepsiHHO ornsae-
nace no crtopoHaMm. lpe ona? lMocteneHHo na-
MATb BepHynacb, Bepa BCnNOMHuna necHyio
popory, 6010710, X03AWKY Talirm U HOYHOW pPasro-
BOpP C Mamon no sonwe6bHomy 3epkany. Cenyac
BCE 3TO Ka3anoCb HEBO3MOXHbIM W Hepeanb-
HbIM. HamHOro 6onee HepeanbHbiM, YeM Apyrue
U3MepeHusi, coceagHue nnaHeTbl U KOCMUYeckue
3axBaT4uKM.

Bcero Hepenio Haszap Bepa 6bina 06bIMHOW ro-
POACKOI AEeBOYKOM, KOTOopas GOMTCA HACEKOMbIX
M onacaeTcs COOCTBEHHOW KOLIKW, NOBUT mynb-
TUKW, KOMUKCbI U NPUKNIOYEHYECKNEe KHUrn. A Tte-
nepb OHa nytewecTsyeT No necam u 6onortam
C repoeM CTapbiXx CKa3oK, CnywaeTr NecHwu neca
N OKa3blBAETCA BHYYKOM XO3\MKW Tairu.

«MoxeT, ato 6bin COH?» — noaymana Bepa,
HO OTBETUTb HA CBOW BOMPOC He ycnena. Ha uep-
pak, nbixTa, 3abpanace BapéHka v nos3eana ce-
CTpy 3aBTpakaTb.
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— Wpém, Bepa, 6abywka 30BET! — coobwwuna
oHa u ybexana, Tonas 60CbIMU HOramu no nect-
HUUe.

Bepa cnyctunacbk Ha KyxHi0. Tam 3a 6onbluvm
ob6eneHHbIM CTONOM yxe cugenu Jlewwuid, Xosan-
Ka Tanrn u Bapénka. Babywka n BHy4ka nunu ay-
WUCTLIA Yai, enn OGnuHbI M pasroBapuBanu Tak,
CNOBHO ObiNM COBEPLUEHHO OObLIYHOW CeMbEN.

— Hamaszatb Tebe 6AuHYMK? — cnpawwusBana
Xosaika. — Tbl C 4eM NO6ULLL: CO CMETaHOW unn
Cc MEaom?

— C mépom! — yneibanace Bapénka.

— Bot u cnasHo. Yrowaiics, BapsapyLluka.

Bepa yauBnéHHO nocMoTpena Ha XO3aKKy Tan-
. YTo 310 C Hewn cny4unocb 3a Houyb? pe Bcs
eé cratb u cypoBocTb? M noyeMy oHa HaabiBaeT
CECTPY TaKUM CTPaHHbIM UMeHeM? [ONXHO ObITb,
OHa ckasana 310 BCNyX, NOTOMY 4TO Taucus CTpo-
ro orsetuna:

— Boob6uie-To TBOK cecTpy 30ByT Bapsa-
pa — KpacuBoe pycckoe umsi. A Bbl KOBepkaeTte
ero, 30BETe AEBOYKY, CNOBHO Kakue-TO 3acaxa-
PEHHble KOHCEepBb!.

— Tak nackoBee, — HeAOBOMbHO OTO3BanacChb
Bepa. MoxeTt, ata XeHwwuHa un 6bina Xo3ankon
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BCeh Tairn, Ho BOT 6abywkoi UM OHa cTana
TONbKO 4TO, eWEé paHO KOMaHOoBaTb.

Bepa cena Ha ctyn, npuasuHyna kK cebe 4an-
HUK U Hanuna B KPYXKy TpassHOW 4ail. OH 6bin
rOpAYNn, OT KPYXKU K MOTOMKY NOAHMMAnNocb 06-
nako napa. Bepa npuHioxanacb: 4ah nax menuc-
COM N CMOPOAMHOW, TakoW Xe roToBuT Aeaywka
N Takon nobut mMama.

Moka Bepa 3aBTpakana, Xo3sanka Tamrm obCcyx-
nana ¢ JlewumMm TaéxHole HoBocTW. CnpawuBana
O ero keapax v COCHax, O XWBOTHbIX U NTUUAxX
OkpaunHHOro neca. Tak OHa HasbiBana BNageHUs
Jlewero.

— BoOT BCNOMHM-Ka, ASAOWKa, MOU niobumble
ugetbl ewe pactyt B OkpauHHOM necy?

— A Kkak xe, Xossiowka, pactyr. MHoro, ko-
HEYHO, BbipBanu, cobpanu BECHOW, HO A Tenepb
HOBble nocaxy. Tbl MHe, X03fiowka, rnasHoe,
nocox nogapu. C HuUM s BbICTPO nec-tTo B nopsi-
AOK npuBeay.

— Wpém. Bynet tebe nocox, — Xo3siika BCTa-
na n Hanpaswunacb K ABepw.

— MoxHo mMHe ¢ Bamn? — cnpocuna Bepa,
Ha Xo4y 3anuxuBas B POT rOPSYUn MACNSHUCTbIN
61uH.
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Tancusa KuBHyna, U BCe BMECTE OHWU BbilNU
M3 poma. [laxe BapéHka ysszanacb cnenom, Bbl-
CKO4YMna Ha Kpbinbuo M ycenaCb Ha CTYNEeHbKW.

Bepa aymana, 4to ceinyac OHM OTNpPaBATCH
B MacTepCKyld uan B Kakon-Hmbyab capawn, rpe
y XO3MKU CTOAT W3OrHYTble NOCOXW, KaXAbli
HEeBeposTHOM cunbl. Ho Taucus nowna npsMUKOM
B 6epé3oByi0 poLly BO3ne Kpbinbua. Tam oHa no-
6poauna HEMHOro cpeay PoBHbIX Genbix CTBONOB,
nossana Jlewero.

— MoxerT, ata? — cnpocuna oHa U KUBHyna
Ha ogHy u3 6epéas.

Newwuit cmepun 6epéaky BHUMATENbHbLIM B3rNs-
AOM, OCTOPOXHO MPOTAHYN AEPEBSAHHYID PYKY
M KOCHyncs kopbl. Bepé3a easa CnblWHO 3awene-
cTena NUCTbAMM.

— He Ta, — B3poOxHyna Xossiika. — Y10 X,
novwem eLge.

OHa cHoBa 06oLlnNa HeCKONbKO AEpeBbeB, BHU-
MaTenbHoO paccmarpusas ux. HakoHeu ocTaHOBM-
Nacb BO3/1le CaMOI HU3KOW U TOHKON Gepésbl.

— MonpobyiA.

Jlewnin NnoaoweEn M NPOTAHYN PYKYy K Aepesuy.
B Ty cekyHay, Koraa OH KOCHyNncs 6enocHexHowu
KOpbl, AepeBO CNOBHO NOANPLIFHYNO U3 3eMnu
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M NpeBpaTUNOCb B TOHKWIA Genbii nocox. Jlewwi
nokpenye cxan ero u ynbiGHyncs.

— Bort cnacubo, Xossaowka. NMomorna.

— $ 3pecb HM NpU 4éM, oHa cama Tebsa Bbl-
6pana, — orBeTuna Xoasiika. — MoOCMOTPKU, TOYHO
noaxogut? Bcé nu ymeer?

Newwidi 4TO-TO NpowenTan U CTYKHYN NOCOXOM
0 3emnio. Bepa nocmoTtpena BHu3. Bokpyr noco-
Xa u3 3emnn npobueanucb KpolueyHble GneaHo-
3enéHblie nobern, Ha rnasax oHu Habupanu uset
MU cuny, TAHYAUCb K COAHUy, pocnun. BoT Ha no-
NAHe NofBUAUCL Hebonbwwue 3enéHble KYCTUKW,
a Ha MX Makywkax HameTunucb ronybosaTbie
6yTOHbl. Ewé cekyHaa — OyTOHbI packpbinuvChb,
M Ha CBET NOSIBUIUCbL HEXHble CBETNO-ronybble
uBeTbl.

Newwnid, XMTpo nNpULLYPUBLIUCL, NOCMOTpEen
Ha X03slKy Tauru.

— lopeyaBka ocobeHHasn, — ynblbHynace Tawm-
CuUs, — KpacuBblii UBETOK, peakuii. B Hawwux ne-
cax s AaBHO Takon He Buaena. Cnacubo, as-
arowka.

Jlewwin ynoBNeTBOPEHHO KUBHYA.

— BbIxoauT, NOCOX BCE MOXET? — cnpocuna
Bepa, nogoiins 6nuxe. OHa npucena Ha KOPTOYKU
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M OCTOPOXHO, OAHUM nanbuem noTporana use-
TOK. — MoxeT aepeBbs pacTutb, UBeTbl. BCE kak
no sonweb6cTy?

— He cosceMm, — Xo3ssika AOTPOHynacb
Do cocegHeint 6epésbl. — Mocoxy HyxeH Jlewwi,
a Jlewemy nocox. Bmecte oHu moryTt 3a60TuThb-
CA O nece: caxaTb UBETbl, NEYUTb XWBOTHbIX
W pepeBbsi, NPOKNagbLIBaTb TPOMbl. YTO-TO MOXHO
caenatb 32 CYUTaHbIE MUHYTbI, HA Y4TO-TO YWayT
Heaenu, mMecaubl n gaxe roapl. [lepesbs pacTyT
MeaneHHo. [laxe ecnu um nomoraer Jlewwuin.
N Bcé xe nec, rgoe ectb Jlewun, — cyacT-
nusbii nec. OH nop 3awuton. lMpaspa, AN-
awka?

Newwuidn kmeHyn. OH BepTen NOCoX U3 CTOPOHbI
B CTOPOHY, no6oBancs UM u gaxe cnerka npm-
nnscbiBan OT pagocTu.

— Mopa MHe, Xossowka. Mobery B cBoi nec.
Mopsapok Tam Hasepy.

— Do6poit poporn, — Xoasaika cnerka nokno-
Hunacb. — Mocox npoBep€Tt Tebs yepe3 60n0TO.
A panbwe Tbl AOPOry 3Haelwb.

Jlewwnn cHoBa KuMBHYN M nogoweén k Bepe. He-
CKONbKO CEKYHA, OH BHMMATENbHO CMOTPEN Ha Heé,
NOTOM HAKNOHUACA U Kpenko O6HaANn. YecTHo
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roBops, Aaxe CAULIKOM Kpenko, Ao 6onu B KO-
CTaX.

— [o BCTpeuu, OTBaxHas AeBOYKa, — ckKasan
Newwnit, — Tenepb Tbl YyacTb neca. He 3abbiBai
06 atom.

Bepa HeyBepeHHO KuBHyna.

Jlewwnin Nogoweén K Kpbinbly, rAe Ha BEepXHeWn
CTyneHbke ctosna BapéHka. Ctapuk OCTOPOX-
HO, ABYMS pyKamu NPUNOAHAN Manbiwky, nokayan
€€, KaK Ha Kayensx, U NoCTaBun Ha MEecTo.

— [o BCTpeuu, — npowenecren OH u, onu-
pasicb Ha NOCOX, He cnewa nobpén B CTOPOHY
6onota. Mpowno He 6Gonblie MUHYTHI, U Jlewwin
CKPbLINCA M3 BUAY, CNOBHO €ro Hukorga He 6bino.

Xossaiika Tanrn nogowna K AeBoYkaM U, 06HSB
MX 3a nne4u, nosena B AOM.

— YyTb NO3Xe Mbl TOXe OTNPaBuMCHA B AOPO-
ry. HyxHo orsectu Bac gomon. Ho cHayana, —
OHa npuuypunacb, — CHa4ana s pacckaxy Bam
UCTOPMUIO.







Taaba, 15

aitA,

I

Ceaveiitas,




KONbKO CTOMUT Hala Taira, CTONbKO eCTb
T y Heé u Xossiika, — Tak Havana Tau-

cus cBou paccka3. — loBopsaT, B CTa-
poOAaBHWEe BpeMeHa 3a Tawurom npucMmaTpusanu
MOrywleCTBEHHble KOonayHbn. UM noayYvHsnucb
HE TONbKO OEepPeBbs W XWUBOTHLIE, HO TakXe peku
1 ropbl. N He 6biNO ANA HUX HUYEro HEBO3MOX-
HOro, — Taucus yCMexHynacb, noxana nne4yamu
1 npoponxuna: — MoxeT, 3T0 npasaa, a MOXeT,
BblAyMKa. He 3Halo. 3Hal0 TONbKO, 4TO NOYTU ABe-
CTW NneT Hasaa Hawén Haw asawowka Jlewwn
Ha Kpbinbue CBOEro Aoma CBEPTOK, a B CBEPTKE
oKaszanacb ManeHbkas OEeBOYKa...

— 3Haio, Mapga. Ham mama 3Ty ckasky pac-
ckasbiBana. BepHee, s cHawana aymana, 4Tto
3TO Ckaska, a NOTOM OKas3anocb, YTO npaspa, —
nepebuna Bepa.

Xo3siika Tanrn KveHyna.

— BepHo. Y10 ewé pacckaszana BaMm mama?

Bepa, nytafacb u 3anuHascb, nepeckasana
uctopuio Jlewero u Mapdbl.

— Bcé Tak. Ho 3Haete nu Bbl, 4TO 6bINO
panbwe?

Bepa nomotana ronosoii. OHa n He 3Hana, 4To
y 37O uctopum 6bINO0 NPOAONXKEHUE.
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— Heckonbko neT nocne BO3BpaLLEHUS B nec
Mapda xuna B n3bywke n 3abortunacb O Taire.
Kak ymena, kak morna. Jlec cam noackassiBan ewn,
4YTO HYXHO AenaTtb, NPOKNaabLIBan AOPOry B uayy,
NPUBOAVUN €€ K PaHeHbIM XWBOTHbIM, K 3abnyaus-
WUMCSA NYTHUKAM, K AETéHblwam, OCTaBLIMMCS
6e3 poagutenein. Mapda paborana AHEM U HOYLIO
He Noknagas pyk. ATO Xe TONbKO 3BYYUT Kpacu-
BO U rpo3HO — Xo3akka Taurn. A Ha pene — Ta-
Xénas paborta, He Bceraa OHa NPUATHas, peaxko
Korga nérkas v pagocTtHas. Ho Mapde Hpasu-
nocb 3abotutbcs O nece. Bnpouyem, uHoraa,
rAas Ha HOBOPOXAEHHbLIX AETEHbIWEeN XWBOT-
HblX, OHa B3abixana. Ei Gbl TOXe XOoTenocb UMeTb
cemMblo, 3aBecTu pgetein. A panbwe BCE Obino
KaKk B Cka3ke, — 3acMesnacb Taucusa, — xena-
Hue cbbinock. K necHomy goMmy Mapdbl Bbiwen
13 Tanrn oxotHuk. OH 3abnyaunca Ha 6Gonorte,
ponro nnyrtan, ene Bbibpancs Ha AOPOry U cnyvai-
HO Habpén Ha gom. OxoTHuKy, ero 3sann doma,
noHpasunace Mapda, a OH NoHpaswuncs AesyLl-
Ke. N OHM cTanu BMECTe XWUTb B SIECHOM AOMe.
Bckope y Mapdbl n dombl poavnuch ABa CbiHa.
Korpa cbiHOBbSI NOApOCAK, OTey yBE3 UX B ropoa.
Ckaszan, 4TO ManbyMkam HYXHO cpeau nioaen
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pacTtu. Xo3sika He noexana C HUMKU, OCTanacb
B necy.

Mpowno MHOro net,  OAUH U3 €€ CblHO-
Beli BepHyncs B 3Tm mecta. OH nocTtpoun AOM
Ha Kpailo neca, NPUBE3 CBOIO CEMbID — XEHY
n petein. NMotom BHykn Mapdsl Bbipocnun. Kro-to
yexan, KTO-TO OCTancs B 3Tux kpasx. Te, KTO
oCTancs, CTpOMNN HOBblE AOMA, 3aBOAUNN CEMbM.
B cembsx poxpanucek getn. U cHoBa KTO-TO yes-
Xan, a KTo-To ocrtasancs. A korga Xossnka Ttamru
nocrapena u yxe He morna 3aboTuTbCa O CBOMX
3eMnNax, nec No3san Ha NOMOLUbL HOBYIO XO3ai-
KY, OOHY M3 OEeBylIeK 3TOW CeMbM, Hallei ceMbu,
TBOEN U MOEW.

Ot Takmx cnos Bepa HEBONbHO NOEXWUNACh.

— Bce peBoYykn Hawewn ceMbu C AeTcTBa
MOrnu cnblwatb ronoc neca. CToMno ToOnbKO 3a-
KPbiTb rNasa, NpUCNyLWAaTbCA MNONyYWe, U LWOPOX
COCEH Ha BETPYy CTAHOBUACH NECHeh unu UCTo-
puen, — Taucua xuTpo nocmoTpena Ha Be-
py. — Jlec nobun roBopuTb C TEMMU, KTO rOTOB
cnywatb. OH pacckasbiBan Ckasku, nokasbiBan
[opory, npocun 0 nomowm. XeHwmHbl Hawero
poaa chnblwanu nec v npucMaTpueann 3a HUM
ponrve roasbl.
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— A panbwe? — Bepa, packpbiB poT, cnywana
paccka3 Taucuu. Tenepb OHa NOHANA, Y4TO 3TO CO-
BCEM HE CKa3ka, a UCTOpUA €€ CeMbM.

— [anbwe? — Taucua B3poxHyna. — A crana
Xosskon Tanru. [eapuatb NATb NeT Haszag nec
Bbi6pan mMeHa. U s yxacHo ropaunace 3TuM.
Ho mMos cembs HE nopaposanacb 3a MeHs. o-
MHIO, KaK BbITAHYNUCb MX NUUA, KOrpa s paccka-
3ana HOBOCTb, Kak kpuyan TBon aea. OH ckasan,
4YTO HEe XOYeT XWUTb B NECy, He XO4YeT AeNUTb CBOK
XEeHy C Tauiron. YTo Hawei Ao4epu HyxHa MmaTtb.
OH kpuuan: «Bbibupai!» — Xossiika Tanrm cxana
Kynakv v oTeena rnasa.

— W 1ol Bblbpana... nec, — poraganacb Bepa.
Taucua nocMoTtpena Ha Bepy, a notom Ha BapéH-
KY, CUOEBLUYIO Y HEE Ha KONEHsX.

— CHayana s nbiTanaCb UM BCE OOGBLACHUTL.
foBopuna, 4TO MHe He obs3atenbHO BbIOWpaTb,
4TO 8 cMory ObiTb pSAOM C ceMbéih u 3abo-
TUTBCA O nece. Y pacckasbiBana, Kak Taire HyxHa
MOsi nomoub. foBopuna, 4To 6e3 Xo3Aalku Hasce-
roa VCYe3HyT MHOrMe peakue XWBOTHbIE, NTULbI
M Tpasbl, Nogu G6yayT pybuTb ewe Gonblie aepe-
BbEB, @ OCTaHaBNMBATb NECHbIE MNOXapbl CTaHET
BCE TpyaHee. HO TBOM peaywika He Xenan MeHs
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cnywatb. OH ckasan, ecnu s cTaHy Xo3saikon
Taurn, OH yeneTt B ropoa v yee3er ¢ cobon Kupy.
Torna s paccepaunacb, cxBatuna CymKy, nobpo-
cana Tyaa Beww v ywna B nec. [lopora npuse-
na MeHs K aTomMy gomy. lNpowén peHb unu Asa,
i yCnokouMnacb M BEpHynacb, xoTena cHosa no-
roBOpuTb C MyXeM u aodepbio. Ho B aome yxe
HUKOro He 6bino. TBoW pepylika caepXan Cnoso
1 yexan B ropoa. A s ocrtanacb B Taure.

— Kak?! Ho Beab ceiyac B 3TOM AOME XUBEM
Mbl. M peaywka Tyna e3gur.

— O, poporas, ¢ rogamu niogu CTAHOBATCSA
myapee u msarde. [lom crtosin nycteiM 6onblue ae-
catTn net. Mosa po4Yb BbLIPOCNA, yexana B Apyron
ropoa, TBOW AeAnylika 3aTOCKOBan U BEPHYNCH
ctoaa. Motom Mbl cHoBa cTanu obwartbcsa. A noaa-
puna emMy KONAOBCKOE 3epkano, 4Tobbl Mbl MOrK
pasroBapuBatb M BuaeTbcs. [eaywka nokasbl-
Ban MHe Bawwu dotorpadpuun. PacckasbiBan, kakue
Yy HEero CnasHble ropoAackue BHy4ku. A s BCE Cny-
wana v meytana Bac yBuaeTb, NO3HAKOMUTBLCS.
A nucana Baweit mamMe nNUCbMa, xoTena nomu-
pUTLCSA, pacckasaTtb e, Kak a8 TockoBana 6e3 Heé
Bce 3Tu roapl. Kak s nobnio eé! Ho oHa Hukoraa
He OoTBevana MHe, — NO wekam Xo3arku Tauru
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TEeKNN CNE3bl, OHA fJaxe He BblTupana ux, NPOCTO
npogonxana ropoputb. — A BYepa A yBupena
CBOIO A04b B KONAOBCKOM 3epkane. OHa ckasana,
4YTO OCTaBuna Bac B AOME, a KOraa BepHynachb, Bbl
mcye3nu. OHa nonpocuna OTbICKaTb Bac, 4ero Gbl
MHEe 3TO HU CTOUnO.

— A TbI? — Bepa noao3puTensHO NpULLypu-
nace.

— Yrvo a? A 3Hana, Bbl nAETe BMecTe C Jlewum
KO MHe. f xe Xossanka Tawnru, He 3abbina? MTuubl
M AepeBbsi AaBHO pacckasann MHe O Bac.

MNepecagus BapéHky Ha cocegHui CTyn, OHa
noaowWwna K OKHY, pacnaxHyna ero v B Aokasa-
TeNbLCTBO CBOMX CNOB rPOMKO cBucTHyna. C co-
CeaHux OepesBbeB COpBanacb Cranka nTuy v ne-
penetena Ha NOAOKOHHUK.

Bepa B3gporHyna oT HEOXMAAHHOCTM W CTpa-
xa, a BapéHka paccmesnacs.

OHu ewée ponro pasroBapuBanv O nece, O Xu-
BOTHbIX U NTUULAX, O TOM, KaKOBO 3T0 — ObiTb
Xossankon Tanru. Bepa paneko He BCE NOHA-
na u3 pacckasa Taucuu. Ho, kaxeTcs, oco3Hana
camoe rnasHoe.

Taucua He 6bina MOryLECTBEHHOW KONAYyHbEeW,
OHa He ymena npespawatbCca B 3BEepen U NTuu,
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He netana Ha MeTne wnu nbinecoce, 6osnacb
NeCHbIX NoxapoB u 6bina noutn 6eccunbHa nNpo-
TMB HUX. HO OHa 3Hana nec ny4we BCex Ha 3emne
M NOCBATUNA €My BCIO CBOIO Xu3Hb. A ewé Bepa
poraganacb, 4TO Xo3sika OTKpbina en gane-
KO He BCe CBOW TaiiHbl. Tailira He MpPOCTO OrpoM-
Has, oHa 6eckpairHana, 1, 4Tobbl cneauTb 3a Hew,
TpebyoTcs ocobeHHan cuna n ocobble 3HaHUA.
A Taucusa Gbina o4eHb xopolei XO03sMKon Taunru.






€Hb KNOHMACA K 3akaTy, a B aoMe Xo3saun-
KU Tarn He CMonKanu pasrosopbl. Tenepb
Taucusa cnywana, a Bepa n BapéHka pac-
cKasblBanu wUCTOpUW NpPO Mamy W nany, npo
ropoa, rae OHW XUWBYT, NPO AETCKWIA cap U LIKONY.

Taucua cupena Ha CTyne u He OTPbIBasCb CMO-
Tpena Ha pgetei. OHa He nepebuBana u He pasa-
na COBETOB, NPOCTO BHUMATENbHO CAywana, 4yTb
CKNIOHMB ronosy Habok. Cnywana BCé — Bax-
HOE W HeBaXxHoe, CTpaHHOe, rnynoe u yausu-
TenoHoe. En Hpasunucb BepuHbl uctopum n Ba-
PEHWUHBLI KOPOTKME pacckasbl, OHa M30 BCEX Cun
cTapanacb HaBepcCTaTb ynyuwleHHOe Bpems, Kak
MOXHO Nyylwe y3HaTb CBOUX BHY4eK.

— A ewe s XOXy B WKONY TaHues, — roBOPWU-
na BapéHka, kpyxacb No komHate. — W BbICTY-
nalo Ha pasHbiXx TypHUpax. ¥ MeHs Aaxe mepans
€CTb.

— A 5 NUWY KHUMK O Pa3HbIX NPUKAIOHYEHUNX
perten, — TyT xe pobasnana Bepa. — A v npo
Tebs Hanuwy, — 1, BAPYr CMYTUBLUUCb, OCTOPOX-
HO cnpocuna: — MOXHO?

Taucus kmBHyna. OHa C TOCKOW nocmoTpena
B OKHO. ConHue 3akaH4yMBano CBOIO BaxTy M nnas-
HO Onyckanocb 3a nec.
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— Ckopo cTeMHeeT, — ckasana Taucus, C Hex-
HOCTbIO NOrNAAbIBAA HAa AEBOYEK, — HYXHO Bep-
HYTb Bac AOMOMW.

— A ™Mbl eweé yeumgumca? — cnpocuna Bepa,
3aMeTuB nevanb B rnasax Taucuw.

— f xo4y eweé norocTutb, — nogxsarTuna
BapéHka.

XeHwuHa ynbibHynacb M BbINPAMUNACH, BMUM
n3 6abywkn Taum npesBpaTUBWNCL B XO3AWNKY
Tanru.

— MoxuBéM — yBUaMM, — ckasana oHa, — 6o-
I0Cb, Bawa mama 6onblue B nec Bac He NyCTuT.

Bepa kuBHyna, a npo cebs nogaymana, 4To He-
npemMeHHo yrosBopuT mamy. U Boobuwe nocra-
paetca nomuputb €€ ¢ 6abywkon. Moaymartb
TONbKO: UenbiX ABaguaTtb NATb NEeT He BUAETbCA
M He pasroBapusaTb CO CBOEW MaMoOMn.

«f 6bl Tak He cmorna, — aymana Bepa. —
A1 6bl TockoBana 6e3 MamuHbIX CKa3ok nepeg
CHOM, HalWWX pPasroBopoB, uUrp, nNporynok, 6es
eé ronoca u cmexa. M mama 6bl TOCKOBana
6e3 MeHs. M Ham Obl O4eHb XOTeNnocb CHoBa ObiTb
BMmecte. A 6bl BCE-BCE NpoOCTUna CBOeh mame,
M Moa mama 06a3aTtensHo npocTuT Taucuio.
MM NpoOCTO HYXHO BCTPETUTLCH U NOrOBOPUTHL.
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Yac cnycta pesoyku u Tamcus Bblnn U3 AO0-
Ma. Mepen Tem kak uaTu yYepesd 6onora, Xo3si-
Ka Talrn nopowna K HeBbICOKUM EN04KaM U no-
TPOHYNacb A0 OAHOM M3 HUX. Tak Xe, Kak paHbLue
6epésa Jlewero, €nka npbirHyna B pyky Taucuwu
MU nNpespaTunacb B TONCTbIA U3OrHYTbIW NOCOX. XO-
35iika CXana ero OAHOW PyKkoW, nogowna K Kpaio
6onota u C CMNON CTyKHyna NOCOXOM O 3eMAio.
B Ty Xe cekyHay AOeBOYKW 3aMeTunu POBHYIO
CyXyl0 AOPOXKY, MAYLLYIO OT Kpas OCTpOBa CKBO3b
6onoto Brnybb neca.

— Wpém, — Taucusa B3sna BapéHky 3a pyky
M warHyna Ha gopory.

Bepa nob6exana cneaom. O4yeHb CKOpPO OHa no-
HANA, 4TO XO0AUTb NO Necy BMecTe C XO3AnKown
Taurm — oAHO yaosonbcTeue. Moa Horamu Xossii-
KW U €€ CnyTHUL, paccTunanacb poBHas, akkypar-
Has popora. [lesoykamMm He NPUWNOCL HU NEeTNNATb,
HU CKONb3UTb OT KOYKM K KOYKe no 60noTUCTbIM
Tonam. Bnyxpaiowwue orHuv, 3aBngeB XO3AlKY,
BbICTPOUNIUCb B POBHYIO NIMHUIO C ABYX CTOPOH
oT poporun. Ux cnabbiii 30N0TUCTLIN CBET OCBe-

wan nyTb.
— Jlewwid ckasan, 4TO OrHU HUKOrO He cnylwa-
loTcA, paxe Tebs, — TUXOHLKO 3ameTuna Bepa.
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— OH npaB, — Xo3siika TaurM 4yTb 3aMeETHO
ycMexHynacb. — 1 BeAb He npocuna ux ocse-
warb aopory. OHM camu pewunu nomoydb. Jo6po-
BOJILHO.

NMocnepHee CnNnoOBO OHa Npou3Hecna MeaneH-
HO W OTYETNMBO, MUCKOCA NOMNNAbLIBAA Ha OrHWU.
OueHb ckopo 60noTo No 60kam [OPOrn 3aKOH-
YUNOCb. XO3AKa Taurn v OEeBOYKW NOWNWU fanb-
we. Kpaem rnaza Bepa yBuaena, kak B CTOPOHE
OT AOpOrn M3 Tpaebl NOAHANOCL 4EpHOe obna-
KO FHYCa U C XYXXaHWEeM U NUCKOM ABUHYNOCb
K HUM. HO Xo3sika nuwb MaxHyna pykown yBepeH-
HO W HepJOBONLHO, YEpPHOe 06nako CHoBa ONyCTU-
NOCb B TPaBy MU MCYE3NO U3 BUAY. A NYTHUKU yXe
npubAnXanucb K rycCtoMy €nbHUKY.

BeposTHO, ryctoi enosblii nec tpeéosan UHOro
obpaleHun, Hexenu Hacekomble u Gnyxpaaiowme
OrHW, NOTOMY YTO, NMOPABHABLIUCHL C Necom, Xo-
35Ka TaurM OCTaHOBUMNACb W NOKNOHWUNAachL aepe-
BbsIM. I nepeBbs NOKAOHMAUCL B OTBET.

Bepa paxe rnasam csBouMMm He nosepwuna. Lle-
Nbll NeC CKNOHUACHA B BEX/AUBOM NOKNOHE,
a NOTOM pas3nanucTblie eNn OCTOPOXHO OTOABW-
HYNU B CTOPOHbI UronbyaTbie Nanbl, Nponyckas
NyTHUKOB. XO03siika Tawrun nopxsatuna Bapénky
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Ha PyKM W pelwmTensHO Hanpasunacb 4epes enb-
HUK. OHa warana 6bICTPO, YBEPEHHO, OAHOW PyKOM
obHMMan Mnagwyio BHY4YKYy, a Apyron — onupa-
AAICb Ha NOCOX.

Ho korpa enbHUK 3akoH4YMncs, Xo3saika pesko
OCTaHOBMNACb U CTana BHUMATENbHO BrasabiBaThb-
ca B 6GnmMxanwmue KycTbl. B BeyepHux cymepkax
noa KYCTOM MeNbKHyNu 3nble ropsiwume rnasa. lo-
CNbiWAanoCb NPUrNyWEHHOE pbldaHue. Yepes ce-
KyHOY Ha Aopore nossuncs xvwHuk. OH npubnu-
Xanca MeaneHHO U OCTOPOXHO, CKans OCTpble
3ybbl U BHUMATENbHO PAa3rNsAbIBas NYTHUKOB.

«Bonk», — nogymana Bepa v npuxanacb kK Tau-
cun. Xossaika Tanrum 3actbina. OHa He OTpbLIBaAsCb
CMOTpena B rnasa XvWHWKY U KPenko cxwumana
nocox, NPUroToBUBLUMCL 3awmuwarbes. Mpownun
cekyHaa, ase, Tpu. Bonk 3amep, nepBbiM OTBEN
rnasa, NONATUACA U MEONEHHO CKPbUICA B yalle
neca. Taucus nocrosna C MWUHYTY, AOXWAAACD,
noka 3Bepb yMAaET AOCTATOMHO Aaneko, a NoTom
yBEPEeHHO NpoAaosnxuna nyTb.

— PasBe necHble XWLWHUMKWU OnacHbl Ana Te-
65? — Tuxo cnpocuna Bepa, koraa OHM OTO-
WA Ha NOYTUTENbHOE PacCTOsiHME OT efnbHuKa
1 BOJSKA.
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— 370 Taira, poporas, — OTOo3Banacb Taum-
cuA, — 3AeCb CBOM 3aKOHbl. BONbLWWHCTBO
XUUWHWKOB HWUKOrA4a HEe TPOHYT MEeHSsl, KTO-TO
M3 yBaXeHusi, KTO-TO U3 cTpaxa. #, 3Haewb nu,
He 6e33awuTHas, — OHa YCMexHynacb W no-
Kpenye cxana nocox. — JTOT BonK Houtcsa
n HeponobnmvBaeT MeHsA. Y Hac crapble CYETHI.
BuaHo, pewwun, 4To pa3 A C AeTbMW, TO ucny-
ralocb ero.

Xo3nanka BHOBb NpPe3puTenbHO GbIpKHYNa.
A Bepa nocmoTtpena Ha He€ C BOCXWULIEHUEM.
OHa nogymana, 4To O Takon Gabywke MOXHO
TONbKO MeuyTaTb. CunbHas, pewwuTenbHas, yMHas,
npu aTom nobswan v noxumaiowasn. Her, Bepa
onpenenéHHo He cobupanacb HaBceraa paccrarb-
csa ¢ Taucuen. .

Octatok nyTM OT enbHuka Ao 3abopa ux po-
Ma NyTHUKM npeoponenu coscem O6bicTpo. Bepa
C U3yMNeHnem OTMeTuna, 4to NyTb M3 neca
3aHAn y Hux He Bonbwe yaca. OHa xoTena cnpo-
CUTb Yy XO3RMKW Talru, Kak Xe Tak noay4yvmnocs,
BeAb K HeW AeBOYKU Wwnn uensii aeHb. Ho Taucusa
yXe nogowna Kk 3enéHbiM BOpPOTaM, MOPbLIBUCTO
06HANa BHy4eK W pacnaxHyna nepepg HUMW Kanut-
Ky. 3axoauTb OHa He cobupanachb.
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B cBeTe ¢doHapen, ocBewaBwnx AOenyLKWUH
y4acTtok, Bepa 3ameTtuna csoo mamy. OHa cTosna
Ha KpbiNbUe MU HEe OTPbLIBAACb CMOTPEena B UX CTO-
poHy. Bnpouem, HeT, mama cmoTpena Ha Taucumio.

— Wpém ¢ Hamu, — wWwEnoToM nos3sana Be-
pa, — ecnu Tbl Cenyac He NOonaELlb, OHA HUKO-
rpa 1eba He npocTuT. U Hac k Tebe He OTnyCTuUT.
Mpém! Moxanyncra.

Bepa notaHyna Taucuio 3a NnOKOTb, NMOCKOSb-
Ky €€ nafoHb 6bina 3aHATa NOCoOXoM, a Bapénka
cxBaTuna Apyrylo pyky.

— Wpém xe, — nbixtena BapéHka.

MepneHHo n Hecmeno Xoasiika Taulru Bowwna
BO ABOP, caenana HeCKO/NbKO wWaroB U ocTa-
HOBMNacb, uUcnopnobbs rNSAs Ha CBOK A0Yb.
B opHy cekyHpy 6e3 Bcskoro Bonwebctsa Tam-
CcusA npespaTtunacb U3 CUNbLHOM W BNAacTHOM XO-
39AKU TaUrm B ManeHbkyld CropbneHHylo crapy-
xy. OHa He 3Hana, 4Té roBOpUTb, KaKk OOBLACHUTB,
noyYemy Koraa-To AaBHbIM-0ABHO ywna B nec, Kak
Tak cnoxunocb. OHa Begb He cobupanacb OTKa-
3blBaTbCH OT AOYEPU, YXOOUTb U3 CeMbU. ITO OHU
OCTaBuNM €€, yexanw.

— Kupa, — Tuxum ronocom ckasana 6abyw-
Ka, MFHOBEHHO NOCTapeB NeT Ha gecaTtb, — Kupa.
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Mama TonbkO MOTHyna ronosoii. OHa OGbina
YNPAMON WU CUNBbHOW, KaK U BCE XEHLMWHbI 3TOK
cembn. OHa He nobuna cnés. Mama cnyctunacb
C Kpbinbua u 6a1M3k0-61M3K0 NOAOLWNA K AEBOY-
kam u Taucun. OHa NpuAMPYMBO OCMOTpena Ao-
4yepei, CNOBHO NPOBEPSAs, BCE NN HA MECTE: PyKW,
HOMW, Nanbubl, ronoBsa.

MoTtom rny6oKo, CyaopOXHO B3AOXHYNA, C OrpoMm-
HOW cunoii crpebna B oxanky goyepein U Xossiky
TalrM n 3acTtbina, 3o BCex Cun CTapascb yaep-
XaTb UX B CBOMX OOBATUNAX.

o T

Mpowno Heckonbko AHewn. 3a 310 Bpems Ba-
péHka n Bepa pacckasann mame O CBOMX npu-
knoyeHmsax. OHM B Kpackax OnucbiBanu, Kak
enn 3emMnsHUKY 1 6exanu no COCHOBOMY Necy,
M TOorpa mMama cmesnacb, cnywas ux. Motom ae-
BOYKM NEepexoaunu K CTPallHbIM UCTOPUSIM NPO
ryctoi enbHuk, 6onoto, Bonka, n mama Gnep-
Hena, npeacrtaeBnas, 4To 6bin0 6bl, ecnu OGbl
JNlewwn He npuwén Bepe Ha NOMOLb, HE BbiTawmn
M3 TPSACWHBDI.
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MNepen cHOM cécTpbl TpeboBanu BCE HOBLIX
M HOBbIX CKa30K O Taire, 0 XWBOTHbIX WU NTULAX.
A HOYbIO, KOraa AEBOYKU NIOXUNUCH B NOCTENb,
mMama cagunacb nepeg KONJOBCKUM 3epKaniom
n nogonry pasrosapusana c Taucuen. CkBO3b
coH Bepa npucnywwumsanacb K TUXOMY LIEnecTy
uX ronocos u ynbibanacb. OHa He cnbiwana cnos,
HO 4yBCTBOBana, 4To mama u 6abywka nocre-
NEHHO Ha4YuHaOT npowartb U NoHUMaTb Apyr
apyra.







Toaka, 17




eT0 6EeCKOHEYHO, Kak COH, Kak Mope, Kak

(( Heb60 Hap ronoson. 3a NeTo0 MOXHO No-
CeTUTb TbICAYM MUPOB, CKA30K U ¢aH-
Tas3ui, MOXHO BCE-BCE ycneTb», — TaKk Aymana

Bepa. Ho paxe 4T0-TO, Kasanocb Obl, GeckoHey-
HOE MOXEeT oaHaXAbl 3aKOH4YUTLCH.

Crosinn nocnepHue pun asrycta. Bepa, Ba-
PEHKaA U X MamMa BCE eweé Xwunu B AeAyLIKUHOM
necHoMm aome. OHWM He yexanu yepe3 Mecsl, Kak
nnaHMpoBanu, a ocTtanucb A0 oceHu. OHu ryns-
N1 no necy, cobupanu rpubbl U Aroabl, HECKONb-
KO pa3 roctuam y XO3\ku Tanrun, kaxaoe yTtpo,
[axe B AOXAb, Kynanucb B 03epe, Kayanucb
Ha Kayensx v urpanu Bo Asope. [eBouyku noa-
poCnAU Tak CWUNbHO, YTO MOPOW He y3Hasanu cebs
B 3epkane. Ho, BO3MOXHO, B 3TOM 6bin0 BUHOBA-
TO 3epkano.

BapéHka Hay4yunacb rosoputb OykBy «p» W ne-
pectana kaptasutb. A Bepa... Bepa ycnbiwa-
na nec.

3TO NPOM30OLWWN0 BHE3arnHO, HU C TOr0 HWU C ce-
ro, 3a napy agHen no otve3ga. Bepa nexana
Ha Tpase nocpeau nyxanku n paccmarpusana
MYPaBbUHYIO TPONy — KPOLUEYHYI, eaBa 3amer-
HYIO NONOCKY 3eMAn B rycTtou Tpaee, NO KOTOPOW
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POBHOWM ueno4ykon Gexanu Apyr 3a Apyrom Mma-
NeHbkue 4épHble HacekomMmble. Bepa paBHO Ha-
6niopana 3a 3TOM TPONOK U 3HANa, 4TO cCeroa-
HA paboyas Opurapga MypaBbEB yXxe AocTasuna
B MYPaBEMHWK NUCTOK YepéMyxu, napy BeTo4ek
n Kycoyek paduHaga. Bepa nonoxuna Ha Tpony
naneu, w MypaBeei, 3amMeTUB nperpagy, Ctan He-
yBEepPeHHO KapabkaTbCa Ha Hero.

Bepa ynbibHynacb. lNoyemy-To eit coBcem
He Obino cTpawHo. OHA OCTOPOXHO CTPAXHY-
na Mmypasbsi, NepesBepHynacb Ha CruHy, npuxana
nagoHuM K TpaBe U 3axmypunacb. Ténnoe asry-
CTOBCKOE COSfIHUE HEXHO nornaguno eé weky. Co-
CHOBbIE KPOHbI 4yTb Ka4HyNMCb W 3awuenecrtenu.
Y10 31O, BeTtep? Het, BeTpa He 6bin0. 31O nec.
OrpoMHbIi COCHOBbIV NeC BHUMATENbHO paccma-
Tpusan Bepy, 4T0-TO roBopun en. OHa npucny-
wanack. MOCTENeHHO wWwyplwaHve n WwenecTt cme-
HUNAUCb HEBHATHbIM GopmoTaHuem, Bepa paso-
O6pana otaensHble cnosa, ¢pasbi.

— LW-w-w, NOWwMOTPU-Ka, Nexub Ha Tpase
M He 6ouWwbCA? — pas3faanca CBepxy LWypLliawmn
wenor. — W-w-w, waywaews. Wnbiwnwes. Wos-
CeM wTana newHas, Hauw-wa.

Bepa ynbi6Hynaceb.
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— 370 He A Bawa, 370 Bbl MOU. MOU COCHbI, —
npowenrtana oHa, — Mo nec! Mos Taiira.

Mocnepxee cnoBO OHA NPOM3HECNA OAHUMU Ty-
6amun, ckopee npo cebs, 4yem Bcnyx. Bepa 3Hana,
YTO CKOPO MM C CEeCTpPOW W MamoWi HyxHO Gyper
cobupatbe yemopaHbl U ynetatb. CKOpo npuaéer
CeHTAbpb, HA4YHETCA wkona. JleTHne npuknioye-
HUA U Yygeca NOTYCKHEIOT B NaMATW, 4TO-TO 3a-
6ynetca. Ho ewé oHa 3Hana: KTO oaHaxabl yCnbl-
wan nec, scerpa Gyner ero cnblwartb, HUKOrga
He 3abyameT 3TOT wypwawmin a3bik. N He Gepa,
4YTO NETO 3aKaH4MBAETCH: 32 ITUM NIETOM NPUAET
HoBoe 6eckoHewHoe neto. Bepa cHoBa npunetut
B Cubupb, BCTpeTUT Jlewero n Xo3aiky Tauruy,
NOMAET B TaéxHblA nec u 06a3arenbsHO y3HaeT
BCE ero UCTOPUW, CKa3Ku U TalHbl.
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